EBENEZER FOOTE
An American Patriot
A short life story compiled and written by
Charles Horace Foote

Town records, page 104, gives the names and birth dates of their children as follows:
Darius, April 10, 1762; Simeon, September 22, 1764; Gideon, November 6, 1766; David,

aken off the west end of my Dwelling Farm, beginning
at the Northwest corner of a heap of stones on 2 hill. . ”etc. Later in the deed he states
the land is free of encumbrance,

In early New England colonial times jt was required by law that a]l physically fit
male persons 16 to 60 should “bear arms” and they were required to have a musket and at
least 2 pounds of powder, 2 pounds of lead and 2 sufficient
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When the colonies rebelled against England and the Revolutionary War was on, all
the sons of Moses and Mary were active in it. Moses Jr., born in 1734, was a captain of a

and they were no sooner trained into a semi-efficient fighting unit when the men would
pull out and go home. It was decided that to win the war they would have to provide

such as 1 year, 2 years or for the “duration * Of course, the longer the period, the larger
the bonus, which could amount to 10 to 15 pounds or more, colonial money.

On March 26, 1777, Ebenezer enlisted for military duty “for the duration” and he
was assigned to Captain Theodore Woodbridge company of the Seventh Regiment
“Connecticut Line This is according to the Connecticut Military Records, page 222.
Ebenezer at that time Wwas 37 years old. He had a wife and 6 children and his youngest,
Lowly, not yet born. Our great grandfather, David, was 8 years old.

Regarding the probable military service of Ebenezer, I quote from page 217,
Connecticut Military Records, “Regiment (Seventh) raised from January 1, 1777 for the
new ‘Connecticut Line,’ to continue through the war. Recruited in Fairfield and other

counties. Went into the field, spring of ‘77, at camp Peekskill, New York, and in
September was ordered, under General McDougall, to join Washington’s army in

Pennsylvania. Fought at Germantown, October 4, “77 and suffered some loss. Wintered
at Valley Forge “77-°78 and on June 28 following present at Battle of Monmouth.” This
is as far as I quote,

We do not know what battles he fought in, if any, but since the regiment he
belonged to fought in the Battle of Georgetown, we presume he was there. To me, it is



among the soldiers. In fact, small pox was more feared among the colonies and soldiers
than the British troops.

We have tried to find out a little about Mud Fort but so far we have found nothing
from records here. We wrote to the Archives Department of the State of Connecticut but
they had nothing. We plan to see if the War Department has any information about this
place. About Horse Neck we have the following from “Other Days of Greenwich,” page
37

“Years before the Revolution all the territory between Horse Neck Brook and the
extremity of the point was common land--a great horse pasture into which any of the
inhabitants could turn their horses. The early records call it ‘Horse Neck Field Point,’
from which the original name of the village, Horse Neck, was derived.”

Rest in peace Grandfather Ebenezer, father, husband, patriot, American. It is two
hundred and one years, two months and three days today since you gave your life. We are

glad to have learned a little about you and are looking forward to learning much more
about you some future day.
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