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By Edward Geary

®m  Dr. Geary is an associate
professor of English at Brigham
Young University.

To grow up on an old-fashioned Utah
farm is to be marked for life. No matter
what I do now or where I may live, the
old seasonal imperatives remain. When
the March winds begin to blow, I still
have the sense, at unexpected mo-
ments, that T ought to be out hauling
manure. Midsummer heat still means
haying time to me, and it always will,
And in the slow hazy days of autumn I
still eatch myself watching for a cloud
of chaff rising over some old barn and
listening for the distinctive clatter of
the threshing machine.

Such things are not to be found
anymore, except in a few places where
they are staged as public exhibitions.
There is little romance in the grain
harvest now. Big combines sweep over
the fields, reaping and threshing in one
operation, and the wheat is transferred
by truck to the grain elevators for

drying and storage. w. - .. L -
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I preferred the daytime when the
land lay under a golden haze and you
could see the fieldmice seurrying in the
stubble. I used to crawl into the long
narrow tunnel that ran through the
middle of a shock and lie there against
the ground still warm from summer
and leisurely break apart a head of
wheat and munch the kernels. There
are times yet today when I would like to
find a long shock of wheat and creep
inside, drawing the hole closed behind
me and breathing in the rich ripe smell
of earth and autumn and harvest.

When the shocks had stood in the
field long enough to grow thoroughly
dry. it was time for hauling. Hauling
grain was very different from hauling
hay. The pitchforks were narrower and
the loading and stacking operations
more intricate. A Joad of grain was
heavier than a load of hay and lower, its
sides more ‘Sloped. The stacks were
cone-shaped and constructed with care,
pitchers and stackers tossing and
catching the bundles with deft turns to
place them just right. building the stac
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have the sense, at unexpected mo-
mwients, that I ought to be out hauling

~y;manure. Midsummer heat still means

T the grain” ‘A binder is a wonderfully -

haying time to me, and it always will, *

And in the slow hazy days of autumn I
still catch myself watching for a cloud
of chaff rising over some old barn and
listening for the distinctive clatter of
the threshing machine. : .

Such things are mot to be found
anymore, except in a few places where
they are staged as public exhibitions.
There is little romance in the grain
harvest now. Big combines sweep over
the fields, reaping and threshing in one
operation, and the wheat is transferred
by truck to the grain elevators for
drying and storage. -

It used to be a much longer and more
interesting, if less efficient, process,
Our grain fields were not like the
endless flat expanses of the Midwest or
the rolling, contoured acres of the
Northwest. They have a beauty of their
own. But our grain grew in small
scattered patches whose ripening col-
ors made a rich contrast to the
swrounding hayfields: three silver
acres of oats here, four golden acres of
wheat there, and a patch of barley over
by the Cox place.

In the late summer, after the second

crop of hay was put up, the binder
would be brought out to begin reaping

Bangly machine, a Rube Goldberg
assemblage of arms and pulleys and
gears and levers. It was exciting to see
one flailing its way through a patch of
grain, drawn by three horses. And that
excitement somehow continued. for
me, throughout the harvest, making it
the most satisfying event of the year.

After the binding came the shocking,
a skill I could never master. It looked
simple enough as Grandpa gathered the
bundles of grain up under his arms,
then plumped them down so that the
stem ends lodged against the gound and
kept the bundles upright, their tops
leaning against each other. The first
bundles were the hardest. After that it
was easy to extend the shock to
impressive lengths.

Grandpa liked to shock grain at
night when it was cool and the moon
cast a shimmery light across the fields.
It was lovely then but somewhat
frightening to me. Natural sounds grew
ominous at night. and the shapes of the
shocks seemed mysterious. as though
they might be hidine somethino

wlaal wald satiied T RUeiss L

are limes yet today when I would like to

.find a long shock of wheat and creep ~

‘done.. Then each farm miust -Wait .its
turn for the threshing crew to make its

<. inside, drawing the hole closed behind
- . me and breathing in the rich ripe smell

of earth and autumn and harvest,

When the shocks had stood in the
field long enough to grow thoroughly -

dry, it was time for hauling. Hauling
grain was very different from hauling
hay. The pilchforks were narrower and
the loading and stacking operations
more intricate. A load of grain was
heavier than a load of hay and lower, its
sides more Sloped.- The stacks were
cone-shaped and constructed with care,
pitchers and stackers tossing and

catching the bundles with deft turns to .

place them just right, building the stack

course by course until the cone was -

completed,

There was never any question, as
there was with hay, whether you could
raise the stack higher or put on one
more load. When a grain stack was
finished it was finished, and a single

bundle more would merely slide off. .

There was nothing to do but start .
another stack nearby. By the end of the
hauling tkere would be several of the
" beehive-shaped stacks clustered to-

gether like an apiary in Brobdingnag.
.. They might stand there for many

weeks, for the threshing did not normal- g
ly begin until all other harvesting was

rounds. 2 - St ie

Threshing was the climax of the
season, the day we looked forward to
most eagerly. When the threshers were
in the neighborhood, we would begin

counting farms and grain stacks anxi- _

ously, hoping that they would reach our
place on a Saturday so we would have
the entire day clear to enjoy the
operation. - G

Our threshing was done by Neil
Howard and his crew. As a young boy
Neil Howard had lost both legs in an
accident, and he got around on a short,
round artificial leg and erutches. But
we never thought of him as hand-
icapped for he could do anything,
moving quickly about on his crutches,
using them, indeed, as handy exten-
sions of his arms to knock loose a
clogged chute or shove a misaligned
belt back into its proper track.

What he could not do himself he
could direct others to do, with sharp,
direct, no-nonsense commands that
were instantly obeyed. To our young

“tho asa g
and authority he stood at ‘a child’s
- height, bringing the world of important
" work, as it were, down to our level,

maa*:?
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Occeasionally, when everything was

- running well, he would pause for a little

while, drape his arms easily over his
crutches, and talk with us in a gruff

.friendly way. I have never felt more

Important in my life than when Neil

Howard stopped to talk with me, He'

remains one of my heroes, and I cherish
the secret ambition of running a

. threshing machine the way some peo-

ple dream of rocketing to Mars or
djscnvering a lost continent.

N T

No other machine is so \a;'ohdei;fltllly

mechanical as a thresher. In a thresh-
ing machine you get every kind of
motion there is, and every kind of noise.
It is a feast for all the senses. The long

leather drive-belt goes smack-smack, -

and its polished surfaces glint in the
sunlight. The feed conveyor ereaks and
rattles as it carries the bundles of grain
into the ferocious jaws. The straw
chute, which has the fares nf = fam .

s = R T R

+in and ouf and furned this way.
with a clever series of wheels and
levers. And everywhere wheels spin,
separators oscillate, and the whole
monstrous mechanism teeters and vib-
rates in a most satisfactory way, all to
produce a precious trickle of grain
which we caught in gunny sacks and

- stacked in the old iron-tired wagon.

The only pause in the frenzied
activity came at noon when the
machine was shut down, leaving a
strangely loud silence, and the crew
troupped to the lawn to sluice off as
much chaff and grit as possible under
the bydrant and then into the house
where the long table held a feast as
massive and varied as at any Thanks-
giving. =

“Feeding the threshers” was a
proverbial expression for woman's
work at its heaviest, and suspect, in
looking back, that Grandma did not
look forward to threshing day as
eagerly as I did. viil=

When the threshing ;vq_'s dver. the
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grew firm and stable. The COWS an
sheep would nibble at it throughout the
winter, creating caves and tunnels that
we could play in the next spring. The
bins in the granary were filled to the
rafters, and a load or two of wheat had
been taken to the mill for a winter's
flour. ' : :

“Nothing is nicer,” Grandpa used to
say, “than a full barn and a full
granary.” He might have said a full
cellar too, for row upon row of bottled
fruit loomed on the shelves in that dim
place, and the smell of apples filled the
nostrils. We could sit down at the dinner
table and know where everything came
from. We could see in tangible form the
interconnections of things, of tilling and
seedtime and harvest, process and
product, work and reward.

Abundance — that is what remained
when the threshing was done and the
mellow Utah autumn slid gradually into
winter. ‘Abundance in the storehouses
for man and beast, evidence that we
reap as we have sown. And inexhausti-
ble abundance in the memory: for

3
&

o
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Threshmg '
meant end of
the harvest,
symbolized
abundance of
the land.
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By Edward Geary ~

W Dr.-Geary is an associate
professor of English af Brigham
Young University.

To grow up on an old-fashioned Utah
farm is to be marked for life. No matter
what I do now or where I may live, the
old seasonal imperatives remain. When

&
AL

‘the March winds begin to blow, I still

have the sense, at unexpected mo-
ments, that T ought to be out hauling
manure. Midsummer heat still means
haying time to me, and it always will.
And in the slow hazy days of autumn 1
still catch myself watching for a cloud
of chaff rising over some old barn and
listening for the distinctive clatter of
the threshing machine. :

Such things are not to be found
anymore, except in a few places where
they are staged as public exhibitions.
There is little romance in the grain
harvest now. Big combines sweep over
the fields, reaping and threshing in one
operation, and the wheat is transferred
by truck to the grain elevators for
drying and storage. ¥ .-

d hay

s clatter

b,

I preferred the daytime when the
land lay under a golden haze and you
could see the fieldmice scurrying in the
stubble. I used to crawl into the long
narrow tunnel that ran through the
middle of a shock and lie there against
the ground still warm from summer
and leisurely break apart a head of
wheat and munch the kernels. There
are times yet today when I would like to
find a long shock of wheat and creep
inside, drawing the hole closed behind

» me and breathing in the rich ripe smell

of earth and autumn and harvest.

When the shocks had stood in the
field long enough to grow thoroughly
dry. it was time for hauling. Hauling
grain was very different from hauli z
hay. The pitchforks were narrower and
the loading and stacking operations
more intricate. A load of grain was
heavier than a load of hay and lower, its
sides more Sloped. The stacks were
cone-shaped and constructed with care,
pitchers and stackers tossing and
catching the bundles with deft turns to

+ .z, Place them just right. building the stack
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still eatch myself watching for a cloud
of chaff rising over some old barn and

listening for the distinctive clatter of '

the threshing machine.

Such things are not to be found
anymore, except in a few places where
they are staged as public exhibitions.
There is little romance in the grain
harvest now. Big combines sweep over
the fields, reaping and threshing in one
operation, and the wheat is transferred

" by truck to the grain elevators for
drying and storage. .

Itusedtobea rnur.-h longer and more completed.
interesting, if less efficient, process. = %o, o o
Our grai.n fields were not like the " There was never any quesﬁon’ as - AL

endless flat expanses of the Midwest or
the rolling, contoured acres of the
Northwest. They have a beauty of their
own. But our grain grew in small
scattered patches whose ripening col-
ors made a rich contrast to the
suwrrounding hayfields: three silver
acres of oats here, four golden acres of
wheat there, and a patch of barley over
* by the Cox place. .. '

In the late summer, after the second
-crop of hay was put up, the binder
would be brought out to begin reaping
grain. ‘A binder is a wonderfully
Bangly machine, a Rube Goldberg
assemblage of arms and pulleys and
gears and levers. It was exciting to see
one flailing its way through a patch of

. bundle more

. ly begin unti
. -.done. Then e

When the shocks had stood in the °

field long enough to grow thoroughly
dry, it was time for hauling. Hauling
grain was very different from hauling
hay. The pilchforks were narrower and
the loading and stacking operations
more intricate. A load of grain was
heavier than a load of hay and lower, its
sides more Sloped.: The stacks were
cone-shaped and constructed with care,
pitchers and stackers tossing and
catching the bundles with deft turns to
Place them just right, building the stack
course by course

there was with hay, whether you conld
raise the stack higher or put on one
more load. When a grain stack was
finished it was finished, and a single

for many
weeks, for the threshing did not normal-
all other harvesting was

rounds. 2 2 eyl
Threshing was the climax of the
season, the day we looked forward to

unti]_ the cone was -

ach farm must-wait jts _’iﬂioygh he Was

turn for the threshing crew to make its

would merely slide off. -

There was nothing to do but start -
another stack nearby. By the end of the ™
i would be several of the
" beehive-shaped stacks clustered to-
gether like an apiary in Brobdingnag,
.. They might stand there

and authority

2 mardof greaf strength
_ ority he stood at!a child’s
- height, bringing the world of important
- Work, as it were, down to ourlevel.

Occasionally, when everything was

Y- P £ --“..,_ tfw.-.' X e
+in and out’and turned

th a clever series of wheels and
levers., And everywhere wheels spin,
separators oscillate, anq the whole
monstrous rnechanism teeters and vib-

this wiy and fiat

e FLpes 1%
sheep would nibble at it throughout the
winter, creating caves and tunnels that
we could play in the next spring. The

bins in the granary were filled to the

T '-'l-.t;-'»“*'-' i -:,
+Erew firm and stable. The cows and -

“Thresh 1;19 .

meant end of
the harvest,

grain, drawn by three horses. And that most eagerly. When the threshers were i rates in a most satisfactory way, all to rafters, and a load or two of wheat had  symboli

excitement somehow continued. for in the neighborhood, we would begin T '-‘Ihﬂ}mn% well, Elf—‘ would pause forahttl_e produce a precious trickle of grain been taken to the mill for a winter's 4 bohzed

me, throughout the harvest, making it  counting farms and grain stacks anxi- :mt:ﬁesm:: f ;1?(“;‘:&51‘;11‘1? over his  which we caught in gunny sacks angd flour. .- . abundance of
isfyi f the year, usly, hoping that they would rea ho ; ’ In a gruff | stacked i iron-ti e . .

the st skalyiing dvent ol s yous glacﬁ nnl:!%gaturday s).’o we wouldcha:g -friendly way. I have never felt more e ald fron-tired wagon. "“Nothing is nicer,” Grandpausedto the land.

After the binding came the shocking,
a skill I could never master. It looked
simple enough as Grandpa gathered the
bundles of grain up under his arms,
then plumped them down so that the
stem ends lodged against the gound and
kept the bundles upright, their tops
leaning against each other. The first
bundles were the hardest. After that it

the entire day clear to enjoy thg_

operation.

Our threshing was done by Neil
Howard and his crew. As a young boy
Neil Howard had lost both legs in an
accident, and he got around on a short,
round artificial leg and crutehes. But
we never thought of him as hand-
icapped for he could do anything,

important in my life than

when Neil

Howa'rd stopped to talk with me. He'
remains one of my heroes, and I cherish

the secret ambition of

p_le dream

running a

. threshing machine the way some peo-
im of rocketing to .Mars or
discovering a lost continent.

e

No other machine is so 'a-ronde.l.-iﬁlly

The only pause in the frenzied
activity came at noon when the
machine was shut down, leaving a
strangely loud silence, and the crew
troupped to the lawn to sluice off as
much chaff and grit as possible under
the hydrant and then into the house
where the long table held a feast as

massive and varied as at any Thanks-

say, “than a full barn and a full
granary.” He might have said a full
cellar too, for row upon row of bottled
fruit loomed on the shelves in that dim
place, and the smell of apples filled the
nostrils, We could sit down atthe dinner
table and know where everything came
from. We could see in tangible form the
interconnections of things, of tilling and

was easy to extend the shock to ! ) ! mechanical as a thresher. In a thresh- iving. seedtime and harvest, process and
impressierre lengths. moving quickly about on his crutches, ing machine you get every kind of ' % produet, work and reward.p .
: ) - using them, indeed, as handy exten. motion there is, and every kind of noise. ‘Feeding the threshers” was a Abundance — that is what remained

. Grandpa liked to shock grain at stons of his arms to knock loose a s, feast for all the senses. The long  Proverbial expression for woman's oo the threshing was done and the

night when it was cool and the moon clogged chute or shove a misaligned "leather drive-belt Eoes smack-smack, - work at its heaviest, and ] suspect, in mellow Utah autumn slid gradually into

cast a shimmery light across the fields.

belt back into its proper track.

and its polished surfaces

glint in the

looking back, that Grandma did not

winter. ‘Abundance in the storehouses

It was lovely then but somewhat What he could not do himself he  sunlight. The feed conve look forward to threshin da > :

] ) : Yor ereaks and , g day as an and beast, evidence that w
frightening to me. Natural sounds grew could direct others to do, with sharp,  rattles as it carries the bundles of grain  eagerly as I did. LTS rzgpn::snwe have si:»'v.u.rn.?vaix:zlninexhﬂusti‘E
ormunous at night. and the shapes of the direct, no-nonsense commands that into the ferocious jaws. The straw When the threshing was over, the - ble abundance in tha mamnme. £

shocks seemed mysterious. as though
they might be hidine something

were instantly obeyed. To our young

chute, which has the fares n

fatnmnda
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