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MY RECCLLECTIONS OF THE MANTI FCREST
By J. We Hunphrey

Sonctine about the middle of July, 1905, acms friends of mine suggested that we go
to :ount Pleasant and take the Foreat Ranger examination which was scheduled for
July 23 and 2. At that tinme I wes living in Salina, and the nearest Porest Office
where the necessary blanks could bs secured for making application for the examina-
tion was Zphraim. I lost no time in securing the blanks and filing ssms with the
Civil Service Camission.

The Hanti Forest office was located upstairs over the present Christianssn Fumi-~
ture store in Ephrainm., "¥e reeched the office by climbing the stairs next te tho
prosent ranger's office, and welking a plavk south across the grester part of tha
store 100f as the office was in the south eids of the building, About eight mouths
later I rcceived an appointment as Assistant Forest Ranger on the Hantl Forest
with headquarters in Orengeville, Ranger District #2. My & became effeo-

Forest Supervisor, snd Parley Christiansen,
regard Kemner, and Ernest Winicler ware the rengers. Winkler and Arthr Jeffs were
forest giards up mntil 1505 when Ermest Winikler was mads assistant rengsr.

On April 1G, 1906, I received & campass, a Jacob staff, a maricing hatehet (8 very
ons), a surveyor's link chain and pins, a sall “Wee Book® that I could pfy
zy- hip podiet, Gifford Pimshot's "Primer of Forestry® in two volumes, NueswQs
forms, post of which were for fres use, and scoe stationary, inaluding townabdp -
plats and a map of the forest. Some very good advice was given me by the very
busy Forest Supervisor A. We Jensen, who had to do all his own clerical waark, I
ﬂllrmrk'hmdn;untlcmd‘rhmhnmumdﬂumtw
tic, honest, able lsaders that I have over had the good fortuns to work Wy —
loyal to his men and to the Porest Service. 3

7o continue, I went back to Saline om the trein. At Gunnison we lsarned of the
Sen Francisco earthquake. The following day I left for Orengovills with ene suddle
horse and one pack snimal. At Bnery I reesived some good advice from Beager D. H.
Williams, a very efficient and abls officer. Arriving st Orangevills, my head-
quarters, I rented a pesture up near the forest
E. He Clark, then Supervisor of the Wasstch Nationsl Forest, had been rangsr two
years before, and Arthur Jeffe had been twmporary guand the previous mamer. ) 4
had no tent so I used an open cabdn on the pesture thet I rented, end _
bought.« In June I hired s tinber mem to move xy wife and baby up into Uppar Joat's
vmqmmxbuntammmuumzm\nmamumm.
and this served us the first ysar 83 a tent. The following year I received an
authorization of 365 with which to bulld a calbdn and to buy a

some homemade slab chairs and & rough lumber table from one of the ald sbendoned
sawcill sets. This sufficed for {urniturs far ancther yeer or
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In19071mglmﬁumlmimntfoftmmrmﬂn.%\v”hﬁ.mdﬂsd
ﬂthhﬂlfmcingmlnmﬂnﬁthﬂhmm I bhaxled the fencing,
themaew,mmﬁmwmm-ndmm
Dossey thursery at Halecy, llebreska. I did all this alone aa thore were no
bors within twenty-five miles, no telephcne, and the road wae diffioult to
with a 1ight buckboard. It did mnot take long for me to find ouwl what rodents
birds could do to a bsautiful littls sursery li:e I hads I mproviced s sprinkling
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management of the-llani! ity Cownzil. This meant the elimination of shesp grawing
on the watersheds, at lsast within 1 distance cf seven miles frca the dIntaks of-
the city's water supply. The disiance was by sertion ldnaes, or, in cther worde,
air line’. This law wes enforced in varicus psrtx of Utah, principally ‘o elimi-
nate sheep grazing; and, whkils the law did rot specifisally prohibit ghsap only
frea grasing, the law was po worded that: shasp were eliminatsd fram ths rsngo be-
cause of thair gresing in banda. Cattle, on the ciher hend, grased aingly, or at
least nct in droves. I refer to this sincs I found in the history of grezing in
Manti Canyon that after the shaup had been excluded from the range 1,329 csttls
were permitted in 1904, and 1,550 caitls and horses were authorised to grass in -
Mantd Canyon in 1506. A fence was constructad acroes the canyoa below the Forks,
and a hevder was employed to lock after the stock end ses that numbers @id not ex~
cood the allotaent. ¥Wallace Riddle was the herdere later be bacsae a Forssi Su-
pervisor of the Powell Forest. Inlmthﬂwwmtbﬁ'fﬂtth
and horscs, and in 1909 to 509 cattls and horses. (Porbape this reduction wes due
to the fact that the owners did not £311 the allotment to that unit.) In 1903
there wore only 456 cattle and horses permitted — just sy I could not learn. In
1919 it was increased to 92 and Ephraim permittees were allowed a drift of 350
cattle into the head of Mamtd Canyon.

It is significant that no damaging floods have ever occurred in that cangom Eimoe

it was placed under Forest Service management in 1904, mnooddwﬁ:d
: its

has
ot onto the street — I bslisve 1t was in the 1a
the channel not Leing abls to carxy t satar, at bocsnse of the fast
rexident hed batlt ur a bacrrier wnder the caveresd : ths
to get ths vasta weter Zrom the crsek ante his’ garden. This diversion deam dlverted
“he water frcen the casonel out 2ho ths etryeet, and two lamemants ees fAl)od witna
wolar,
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As mentivned befcre, 1 wer ascigwd 88 &a ssoistant Paresd Ranger o Mouwriet #2,
Menti Natlemal Foremt, in 1905, This Zmixint lasiwhed thoe vetarshed af tiw Cot-
torpwwod Creok , stk the excapidon of Bookbs Canvon porth of Patterfs Canyon. %
aiso includcd tne vyrar dradnege of Radirgion Creek o2y the cartn sida of Faet
lowntadr as far norts a3 Bitda Caryon, and dowp %o the "Bresks™ oa Bast fomntain.
The Rock Cwyon dmsinzge 1avo Crttormocd wes 2lsa & part ol *ho district.

Tre south part of Trall Mentsin, Straight Cayon, sal ~he north pert of the Fortd:
Hern, besides @ part of Lower Joels Valley ware nyh witaln tte forest. In 1%,
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my first ysar on ihe Manti, we had a very fovorabls asezson, lots of saow on the
higher renge, «nd opporiwre storms throughout the su=mer on zil parts of the range.
The roault wes thal the range appearod te havs made a quidc ccmsback. Ivaryons
nontiened how the Forsst Sarvice had savcd the rengos. Notwithstanding the favor-
able year there wes little grass for saddle horses when you got above the coarseo
grass sono. 1 must say, howsver, that 1906 witnesmeed the hoaviest growth of vege-
tation that I ever aaw {n ail the ysars I was on the lisati — veratrum, larkspwr,
fireweed, olders, cts. Lupine on the lowor rengss waro up to your stirrups.

In 1906, Hort Hortensen aof Moyfiald lembed a herd of sheop on the ¥orth Hom on the
range off the forest, and Lewrence Lowery summorod & dry herd on the swmo Tangs and
the area in Lower Joe's Valley that was outside of the forest bowndary. In faot,
he smrmored a hard of dries ca -thai sxme rengs fer two or three ysars — I balieve
1906, 1907, 190C.

In 1906, and verhaps in 1907, ewes and lambs were counted, I have forgotten the

systen usod, Mﬁnghkohnm:uﬁthohlnhommnhduthruﬂmp.
In 1907, Ranger Williams, who was afreid Perron Cresk and its tritutarise
to got over as far as his district extendsd (which wss Wagon Roed Ridge), induced
me to take over the rangs as far south as the creek south of Trail Ridge.
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at least — had outside range

Mcht\aywuldmtwnbofonth-mdotthemuthrndhumdnﬂm
their allotment. mmnummtmmmww,
permittses on a lisb, They im-

sorip purchase, or other plans., This left the

‘came back and demanded more to
grexing seasom. They said that they had paid the sans fee as
rangs to carry their stock for the full gre period. This situation necessi-
tated shifting mumbers betwoen allotmsnts, or overgrexing thoss particular al-

in
clained profarences because of prior wee Yor somo 2,000 head of shesp for tha full
sumer seanon. Some of them also ware given lambing prefersnce for all or part of
their stock. In fact, lamhing preforences wore glven, parhaps beoocuse of pedor
use of the ra=nge in tiia addition, for moro then the rengs would support forr lsmb-
ing only. As a iewul’, 2,200 sheep were shoved cver on the Mo reage W I
bad mede tho individual allotmerts In 29073 & you know whet tie result would bi.
Whea T came to 2be Hantd as Superviser, I was told Yy permlitens trat thess paredis
for 2,800 sheep wsie 0% 22 504 a4 ths porsilts tha. —amh ey 32 under orlPnal
mior ame, I tox Lo matiss ue wilh tas @ glosal JfTlce md waed to gt el
sion to straighie: the aitweliew vp by si¥ing redocsione o W permitisen e
had gecured pornils in uhat wer re W selusl earrying capestity nf the BIUly Can-
yon a2dition. Pacauss of the clapse of X yoors ilme ddnce tom ertio: vk TMMEN
1 was rot silowed Lo sumlze that fadr and equiiables aljosimant waich, nsd At hoen
dono, would have glver. £212 rlisf om aheit tan Dl sheep wilafments.

On Bast Howntain acd othar arzas esal lands womt ‘%o patont amd o owwrs of the
lands, of coucsc, wnted 3w graxdag rizhta to the murfsce Arca; 2bhoul hkalf of
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the Gantry Mountain, about 1,200 acres in Forren Sangoa, 400 2cres en the Yom
Mountain, and sone lands in Quitchupsh went into privato ownerahip, These ianda
had all been used by forest graming permittses. ALl thess cienges kopt the local
officers — yes, and many of the Rezionsl Office — gueesing »hal 2o do next. Then
came the increase in deer znd elk on the forest renges, Excapt for wdnter range
aroas thers was not too smch ocomplaint about the deor. One stods men sald that
“ho did not-give a demn for the deer, as a hard winter would came ca and kill most
of them off, but the Shvel 5% elk would live and k111 tho rangs end starve
ths cattls and thelr ocwners,

o

Mfamwummmmm,lmmqmamumu
effect tiat up wmtil 1938 the total reductizno in permitiod shasp on the

Forest amounted to 30% aftsr deducting the increase in shesp purmiis duse
changos fron cattle to sheep. Porhaps I should mention here that bocauso Z~

changes from cattls to sheep the preference for both cattle and sheop Yecene much
more sought after and wore worth more momay. Here on the Ephrain allotwent, before o
mmmsmnmnatmwfwmutmmmpuﬂtum,w

ricts from an opening date of April 15 to

permittess on the Mantis 4n 1938 there were enly 632. In Manti Cemgyon thers were
Wutmudhwup-mittmhlﬂ’.ﬂhtnlmmﬂmcﬂ:ﬂ- There

m&hﬂwepndgutpuﬂthnmthﬂmﬁinlﬂ?,rﬁihhlmtwwﬂ
850 permdttess. :

Hothcugxttorwmuthstwmmmbbntetmtmﬂnsmm. .-
Manti Porest. Bowsver, when dry grass and othor vegetaticm socussiiatod amd we had Bt
nmm\dﬁhurrntthmfonmdwnrpﬁmm:-ndhhdﬁnd, '
mrﬂbiumtm:‘mtwnmlmmmm&m“mw
Hmtmmoplaminhimdthﬁnmmth-mﬂ. Sheepmtn up wWest

of here the fire started clalosd taeTs had been no elevds or shorm.

Jdave if I conld have gome to
+the ficst rdght. 1 was on xy
ant Regional Forestor Wirkler sed Er. Rochiacd 50 9 feehiouton OfMoe) and they
2nsopled m:mmmgt&m&muﬂxﬁﬁ@ﬂwwm e
ith Burns Sor on danindts inwerwsiiars Tema Uda Ssuretary of Agricwltars, I cail-
ad langer Thosby at Hre Winkler:s saggestion, nd omaxse of his

fires I put hinm la ahergr of the flm. %-nmmmnumm;permt ia-
ppezticn of the s ch was sedges &l very suesp barraln. Ha wam asawes Iy
4tha gueid (lec ’Im that the fire wes wiser curtrols The Ialicwdng mosving the
terrific winda undonbtedly sarned saca swcldaring spob fires into flame, +nd b
fire ran for three xiles tefore it wasz atcyped 1y patrral terriers and tiw wek of
the firs Tighters that wore on the jlol.
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Anothar fire apriened im Piceh Creek. The farmrrs whe were hdlding a diveralow
cam on reh Creek three riles telow the forast boundary lafi the tak brush zad



othor materdisl that was cleared Srenm the arca whern thiey wors builéing the dim -
vwrning vhen they lafl. They know thers was no coulfer tirder tc be bwcned if the

Tire got awmy. This firc enculWoTod for & Low dsys. I called the watcr users and

advisod then Lo go 2ad put sutl their fire as evcrything »as eo o They only

laughod at mo and 2siced me how I thought a fire could bturn thesrs that psrticular

areas Thoy wero told that they would be responoibls if the fire pot svay. A day

or two later, while I was at the CuC.Ce camp in Cooecbarry, a goat swoke ceme up

and within twenty mdnutes from the time the amoke was vizible we
on the boundary in hzad of the fire; but we could do nothing a3
it or not — was crowning in cak, sspen and other shrubbery. Even red elderberry -
shrubs were burnsd to the ground. 1 skw live apson tross om firey, bwaing briskly,
started fron sparks in tho dry knots twenty fest abowe tho growmd, This fire was
not stospod until it had resched the closely gresod arcas near the top of the
nountain. . .

Therc :as a tiss when the llanii Forest timbor cale roceipts ware greztor than mny
forest in Rogion 4. The sales wore for mine rrops from areas that had beon bximed
over boforz the farest vas placed under Coverrment mupervision., Our sales for mins
Lrons wore very goedg and the cos after I came
1919, as I rocall, wore from 19¢ to &4¢ psr linear foot, The Ulnta Forest brdos wp
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half of vhat wo wers selling Alpdne fir and and doed prop material., Wall,
it 4s all in a lfotime. Fcllowdng the Caxyyon fire we had a lot of
props to sell; however, it was co 4ifficult to got out that wo nover roalisad puch
for the timber.

operating on the forest. The :
ing trecs had closed them or tho rumeff down the old roads had gullied them 6o bad-
ly that pany of thaa could scarcely be used as horse trails.

In conclusion 1ot me way that this is a hastily writton memorendwn with bub little
reforercs to any notes I hsve ca thea subject. .



