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Forward

In 1988, I compiled a list of documents that my mother Dortha Jewkes Jones, my grandfather
Joseph H. Jewkes, and other uncles, aunts, and cousins had written. She chose, “Yesteryears” as the
title. Mom was an consistent writer and had kept many, if not all, her notes, letters, and diaries. She
was excited at the prospect of having all these historical documents together in one volume so that
others could enjoy them. Additionally, she convinced dad Pier Carlyle Jones to tell her his life story and
she would write it, which they did. Many years previous, my grandfather Joseph Hyrum Jewkes wrote
and sold his history for $1.00 each and gave the proceeds to the ward building fund at the time.
Additionally, we had various short writings from cousins and relatives that added to the historical
context. We printed 100 copies at a total cost of $3000. Mom and dad sold them for $30 each to recover
the cost of printing. They sold quickly. Looking back now (2009) at the technology differences, it is
remarkable to witness the quantum leaps that have been made in computer speed, storage capacity,
and tools to make writing so much easier and more efficient in
just 20 years. This volume will be distributed as a computer file
in pdf format free of charge. You can download and read on a
computer or print it
Because of this and being retired with some long
awaited time on my hands, that I decided to attempt a re-write
of the original, which had been written in one of the first
versions of a computer software program designed for
documentation. It did not have the spell check and grammar
sophistication as most do today. The first thing I had to do was
find someone that knew how to convert the old documents to
an up-to-date document. After having accomplished that, it
was necessary to correct many spelling, formatting, and
grammatical errors. I did try to preserve much of the original
grammar because I thought it best to convey the individual's
communication style, regardless whether it seems a little
primitive. I also had many old photos that I know mom would
love to have inserted, so I have tried to do that. It is so much
easier to do now, whereas with the original, I had to get “PMT’s (Photo Mechanical Transfers) made of
each photo, then manually cut and paste them onto the individual page before making the copies. It
was a long arduous process as compared with today. Ihave also included maps, ship lists, census
records, footnotes, etc. as appropriate. In addition, a few sound files were inserted to help bring more
reality to the text. These, of course will only be available to those who view this file on a computer. We
had some early videos that were recorded by Pat Jones and Floyd Hassinger of which I was able to
record mom’s voice as she spoke about the special quilt the family made for her and her recollections at
Jewkes sawmill site where her brother Floyd was killed. A piano number that Joann Cox played and
recorded is also included. The end of the document contains genealogy that we have collected and
compiled over the years. There may be errors or duplication in it as well. I have tried to make it as
accurate as I can with what resources I have available at the present time.




I am not a professional historian or writer. If the reader looks for errors in layout and style, you
will no doubt find some. This is a compilation of writings as with “Yesteryears” with numerous
additions for added interest. As such, you will find some duplication where each individual told about
their memories of people or events. There may be some obvious errors between these. I did not try to
change any of the original text for fear of losing some of the writer’s intent. Hopefully errors in this
regard will be clarified by the additions. If not, the challenge is yours to document and correct as
needed.

With the advent of the internet, many good sources of information are now at our fingertips. I
have attempted to do some additional research on Samuel, his three families, and others. In the interest
of including only information of a historical interest, some information from the original “Yesteryears”
book is not included here; however, with the additional information gained from research, it has
become necessary to separate the Jones section and related information into another volume.

I have always been fascinated by both my great grandfathers; Samuel Jewkes, Thomas Jones,
and their families. Both Samuel and Thomas were born the same year 1823. They were raised within
250 miles of each other, Samuel in Staffordshire, England and Thomas in Neath, Wales. Both were
converted to the LDS church and migrated to Utah within a few years of each other. They came with
essentially no worldly possessions. Both lives were ones of sacrifice and struggle. They weren't perfect,
but their examples of patience, adherence to principle, and their faith are exemplary. There was a lot of
heartache and disappointment and conversely there were joyous celebrations, reunions, expressions of
musical talent, leadership, and a keen sense of accomplishment as they forged new frontiers. Both left a
legacy of faith and perseverance. Samuel was an engineer, iron worker, and farmer. Thomas was a
stone mason and farmer. Both died within a year of each other. Doing this research and studying their
lives once again, has instilled within me a greater sense of gratitude and wonderment of all they
accomplished.

I'm thankful that Samuel raised his family by example and faith. I don’t know of any of his 7
children (one adopted) that did not adhere to and build their lives around the principles of the restored
gospel. I think you will realize this after reading these histories. I can’t imagine what it must have been
like to lose your wife and six children in a very short time as Samuel did prior to making the journey
out west. Then getting established, pulling up stakes and moving on to new unsettled territory time
after time (as so many of the early pioneers did), took courage. Additionally, I clearly remember my
grandfather Joseph Hyrum Jewkes, who was named after the prophet Joseph Smith and his brother
Hyrum. He was in his eighties when I was young and was bed ridden quite a bit. He was a very kind
and generous man. He had a keen interest in seeing a dam built in Joes Valley. The early settlers had
struggled continually for years to maintain the irrigation ditches so that water could be brought to their
fields. Early spring and summer floods would wash out sections that would require repair. A dam
would help control this help for a more consistent flow of water. In the early 1950’s, President Dwight
D. Eisenhower signed the “Upper Colorado Storage Project” which provided funds for the Glen
Canyon Dam in Arizona, Flaming Gorge near Vernal, Utah, and many smaller projects, one of which
was the Joes Valley Dam west of Orangeville. The congressional proceedings were published daily in
the Salt Lake Tribune newspaper. I would sit on grandpa’s bed and read the latest news articles to him
every day. He really enjoyed that and was thrilled to think that someday the Joes Valley Dam would be
built. Unfortunately, he never lived to see it completed. As a result of doing that for him and
witnessing his suffering from his diabetic condition and effects of old age, I drew close to him. I was
sad when he died, but knew that he was relieved of all his aches and pains and was in a much better
place.

I also honor my mother Dortha. I am thankful for her example, as I am for my dad Carlyle
whose history I will cover in another volume. Mom lived a long life, 95 years. In those 95 years she



experienced many joys and trials. She remembered the joys and had a habit of writing about them. She
endured the trials with an exceptional degree of longsuffering and patience. A quick summary of the
ones that stand out in my mind are:

o Her mother died when she was 13 after which it became necessary to go to work to help
support the family.

e She took care of her father Joseph H. and her sister Ina in their declining years and for a long
time prior.

e Her father who lived with us for as long as I can remember until he died in 1955, had
diabetes and needed insulin shots every day which mom gave him. There were no
disposable needles or quick blood tests then. Urine tests and boiled needles were a daily
ritual. Too much or too little insulin often resulted in a diabetic coma or insulin shock which
required quick action to alleviate it. It always scared me when that would happen.

¢ Mom met dad, whose wife had left him with 3 children, Lyla, Pete, and Ronald.

e This new marriage brought challenges which they both met willingly.

e Her sister Ina moved into a small house in the adjoining lot west of our house. Ina never
married and while a good hearted and kind person, had bouts of anger, fear and depression.
The only one she had to talk to about it was mom. Mom just took it meekly and dealt with it
as best she could. Ina got diabetes in her later years and mom gave her daily insulin shots as
well.

e They tell me when mom had me she was thrilled and had waited a long time for a child of
her own. Then 5 years later she had twins (Pat and Peggy). Peggy had Downs Syndrome.
She would be described in medical literature as having a profound disability. She required
special care for many years. When it was learned that Peggy could not attend normal school,
mom drove her 30 miles to Price nearly every day to a special school. It was extremely
difficult for mom to take her to church. Kids would make fun of her. Finally mom just quit
taking her rather than putting her thought it. Pat her twin brother has been a stalwart in
helping with Peggy, and to look after and care for mom and dad. He faithfully did that for
many years. Pete, Ronald and their wives Kathryn and Sue, were also very supportive and
helpful in their care and support. They all deserve special thanks for all they have done.
Eventually, mom and dad reached a point where they could no longer take care of Peggy,
and she was moved to the special school in American Fork. After a few years, she moved to
Salt Lake and was in a special home there. As of this writing, she is in Provo.

e Three days after grandpa Jewkes died, Grandma Jones died suddenly of a heart attack. That
was a sad time. Grandpa Jones was getting pretty old and needed some care, so mom and
dad invited him to move in with us. He lived with us for another 5 years until he died in
1960.

e While all this was going on, dad had the feed and hardware business he was struggling to
keep going. He and his brother Lewis had bought it from Grandpa Jones. Then later dad
bought Lewis out and moved to Provo. Dad worked from daylight to dark and on
weekends to make ends meet. After years of hard work, the business prospered. Pat now
owns it and has improved it even more. While growing up, I remember one pair of dress
shoes and one pair of work shoes per year were the norm. We went barefoot in the summer
sometimes. It was frequently a contest to see whose feet could be toughened up first. Our
pre-teen years were a sort of “Huck Fin” existence in the summertime in Orangeville. Many
fond memories without TV, computers, or internet. Just a lot of open space and a world of
discovery.



e Itwas good, however, that things improved later on for dad and the business. Both he and
mom were able to do some traveling and sightseeing, and to spend some winters in Arizona
where the weather was warmer.

o Throughout all this, we were raised in a loving home. I don’t recall either mom or dad ever
speaking unkindly of anyone. They both learned, as did their parents what long suffering
meant. They always tried to have a positive attitude and face the future with faith,
determination, and perseverance. Watching and observing how they reacted under difficult
circumstances has spoken volumes to me.

Compiling, reflecting on, and studying these histories have helped me to gain a broader
perspective on my life. They enhance and increase my testimony of the Savior Jesus Christ, the prophet
Joseph Smith, and the latter day revelations which he brought forth. I'm also grateful for early
missionaries that presented the gospel to Samuel, Sarah, Thomas, and Pauline, without which, we
would not have the richness of this legacy. I hope my family, descendants, and others who may read
this, would ponder and develop a greater resolve to live gospel principles and to cultivate the “Faith of
our Fathers” in our own lives.

Kelly



“ Condemn me not because of mine
imperfection, neither my father, because of
his imperfection, neither them who have
written before him; but rather give thanks
unto God that he hath made manifest unto
you our imperfections, that ye may learn to

be more wise than we have been”.
Mormon 9:31
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Julia Maria Sorensen - 1st wife
(died After 3rd child)
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