JOURRAL OF PRIDDY NERKS

Rarrisburg, October 22, 1879 -~ Washington County, Utah Territory

Record of Priddy Meeks and his family, progenitors and posterity up to
this date made from {tems of record and memory of Priddy Meeks and his wife
Sarah M, Meeks and their children,

My first wife, Mary Bertlet, being married in 1815 -- we had four child-
ren: Lovin, Fliza, Athe ond Elizabeth, My first wife died in Spencer County
Indiana, Some three years after this, I married Sarsh Mahurin Smith, widow
¢f Anthony Smith. I married her on the 24th of December 1826, by whom I had
five children towit; Mery Jame, Stephen Melmrin, Huldah, ¥argaret Jeme and
Sarah Angelins, My wife Sarsh had one child by her first Fueband, Anthony
Smith. (Sueann),

I removed with my amily from Indiane to I1linoise in the fell of 1833,
and received the Gospel in 1840 ns 21so 4id most of my famlly. I moved to
Femvoo, Hencock County, I1linoise in April, 1842, and lived there till the
spring of 1846 and then moved with the Saints in their great exodus to the
Rocky Mounteins- —vhich journmey lested till the first of Octoder, 1847, on
vhich day T entered the Srit Lake Vrlly with my family snd remeind there
till the spring of 1851, I then moved to Porowen as a cell was mede for
volenteers to strenthen that place. 1 volunteered and went with my femily
to Parowsn, Iron Cowmty, =nd rer=ind there till the fall of 1861, when by
permission of President Ceorge A. Smith, then our Fresident, T moved to
flerrisburg, Washingston County, Uteh, snd lived thare till August, 1876, I
then moved to Orderville, ¥one com‘:y with my family, at which place I am
now living (in the United order) in the yeer 1879, being in my 85 yeor of ege.

In 1856 1 married Mary Jame McCleave, going on 17 years old, by whom I
have had 10 children: Joseph, ¥ancy, Hiram, Joln P,, Sareh Deseret, Mary Fllen,
Heber Jesse, Charles Mrson, Flizabeth D., and Alfrad Rendal.

I and my family have mostly lived » pioneer life and for 39 years have
been connected with the Latter-Day Saints, suffering the persecutions with
them in all things and enjoying the blessings of the Cospel with them also,
and can testify knowingly of 1ts truth and ite seving ordinances as revealed
to Joseph Smith, having onjoyed thom mysel? in the House of the Lord with my
fenily to the fullast extent.

My father, Athe Meeks, bslng inclined to new counirys, left South Carolina
and mooved to Rentucky, srd stopped in Shelby County one year, then mooved to
vhet 1s pov called Graysen Co, Kentucky, on the Spring Fork of Shartkreek, I
was then about two or thrae years cld. He had a great range to mnt in, not
knoving the distance to any inhabatence west, ie lived there twelve years,
then mooved to Indienna, fore yoars after the country was surveyed ty the
Government; passing the inhabatence ten miles before he located at the mouth
of Iake Drain, vhere it empted into Little Pelgon Craek, where he intended to
build & Grist Mill; there in the month of April, 1812, the Indians kilied him:
shot him in his own door, emd wounded =y bDrother Athe through the arm and kmee,
tut he got well, The faniley then mooved down to French Tland setelment on
the Ohio River., At this time 1 think I was about 17 yesrs old.
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Haar In my 20th yenr I married Polly Partlet; who lived to have 4 childrem
two boys and two girls, and died, I lived single three years, snd married
Sarrsh Smith, a widov women with one child, Fer meden name was Mahurin, She
is yet living and has had five children by me, four girls and one boy. All
died young excapt one girl, which is living, I married her at her fathers,
Steaven Mahurin, in Greyson County, Kentucky, which was some 50 miles from
vhere I lived in Indianne, T took her home and drovght home my children and
she mads & splendid stepmother, I don’t ¥mow the Aate when we left Indiamna,
not having kept any records, but moved to Illanois, and settled on (Ambrsu)
the name of this river is embarrass -~ 50 or 60 miles to ihe neerest in-
habatence west of us, a town called Vandalir. Fere I had splendid hunting for
honey »nd wild game. Fere I tuilt a horse mi1l to erind corn, snd owned two
farms, and was doing well., 1 had plenty of horses, cettle, hogs and sheep,
Polly Peterson, an neighboring young woman sed to me one day, “Mr. veekn,'l
vish you would give me that coalt.,” It was a cholce coalt too. 1 sed, "I
you will give me the next thing I ssk for I will," In about two or three drys
after that, the coalt 1sid down and died, snd from that time forth, my horses,
cattle and hogs died so fast I scarcley had time to take the hides off as frst
a8 they died, until I saw that I should be totley broke up, and I had better
get away from there while I could. And just one month from that dey I sterted
but hed the avfelest time I ever saw. I banght a pair of three-year-old dulls;
one was splteful, I had to get help to gat them in a ten foot pen, with a
partition betwen their necks sufficent o get the yoke on their necks, and
fassened it so tight that I never took it off untill we had travled some 200
miles, T stoped on the Illinois River 5 or 6 miles above Meridocia, & town on
the River-—a sickler place I never want to see, Here I bought me & nice 1ittle
ferm and established a vood yard., Herse I lost Huldah with the hooping cough,
or in other vords, she was killed bty the Doctors, who I was aposed to having
anything to do with her, only the folks over-persusded me, and I am convinced
that his medicine killed her,

Here, when the sickley ssason of the year come on, I visited meny of the
sick, and was very suceossful in releaving them with roots and hesrbs. So
mch so that the comunity insisted 1 should quit work and go to Dectoring.
Such an idea had never entered my mind. I sed to them thet I knew nothing
about doctering, They sed "you t all the doctors.® That expression brought
me to my studiles, and I saw that it was a fact, and I could not demy it, I
studyed much to know vhat was my duty to God and to mankind and myself and my
family. 1 eaw my wealmess and want of education, being raised in the dackwoods
without learning but 1ittle, only what I learned in the backwoods with my gun
on my sholders; having no coraspondence with the bulk of a comnity, and kmev
nothing of the weys of the world, Hers was & trial you may be shure--for me
to come in contact with the learned doctors. I would not kmow what to say, and
vould spear as a dunce, About this time T had a letter from my Brother-in-law,
stating that he hed important tmsiness and wanted to see me, and I mst come
ameadiatley, Fe lived sbout 100 (one Mundred) miles off, in Macon Co, I11.
I went and left my wife elck, who had dbeen sick for two years. Her case was 8o
compliceted that T did not know what to do, neather did the doctors, that hed
exhausted their skill without denifit kmow what to do next. And when I saw my
Brother-in-law, vhoes neme was Priddy Mahurin, he sed that he only wvantad a
visit of me, that was all, Tut the lond was in the hole afeir, for I met a
man there by the name of James Miller, whome I previousley knev in Kentucky.
He bad got to be a Thomsonian Doctor, He told me I conld cure my wvife myself
12 T had Thomsons New Cnide to Health,
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I traveled 30 miles with him a going hons, I learned more from him that
dey than 1 ever Imew before about doctorinz. Ariving at home I told my wife
of the interviev I had with Miller 2nd was a going to tuy the dbooks that he
recommended, She replyed, "You had betier keep your money to rais the child-
ren with, for if the skfl] the? has besn exhosted by experenced doctors could
not cure me, it 18 not reasenable to think that you could do any better." But
I could not rest satisfyed wntil I got the books. And just two veeks to the
day from the day I got the books I put out into the woods to collect the medi-
cine, and by fdowing the direction of the booke, 1 maid a sound women of her.
This geve such an impetus to the anxiety of the people sbout my success that
it seemed 1ike going againet wind and tide to withstasnd their influence for
ze to go Into Doctoring and from thst time henceforth, my labors began with
the sick. I lived on the South side of the Illinois River, Shortley aftr
this I bought land at the Fluffs on the North Side hnlf a2 mile from the River
end mooved over to it. Three miles west of us a nev town was laid off, called
"Versails" right on the public rosd, I purchased a lot and built on it
heving duilt a good log house under the Bluffs and & good shugar orchard on
the land; then 1 geve 5100 for a second-handed lot, and moved up there with
the prostpect of abundance of sickmess. Here ve heard of the Mormons being
lavless in Missourie and g0 full of witch-craft that they conld get your money
in spite of your leck end key, The tales was so big about what they could do,
ve thought them supernatursl beings. So we felt a little domghtful about it.
About this time I went to Qnincey to enter land, Being too late in the
eavening to do tusiness in the Land office that night, I stoped over night
8ix miles short of Qnincey; whare thers was several familes of Mormones just
come from the expulsion of the Vormons out of Misourie, I thaught if they
stayed there all night, they would have my money defore morning just as shure
a8 shooting; ®o 1 made up my mind to put my money in by my busom and lay awake
all night, and if they did undertske to get it, I would fight 1ike 2 wild cat;
but no one come, On my way back, I stoped over night with Captein Jemes Brown,
vho had joined the Mormons, Here I left nothing unturned as regsrds to infer-
mation about Mormonism, Both of us being Beptised, and o0ld aquaintances also,
he tole me he would be there soom with & Mormon Preacher, 1 went home and the
time being set for meating, I had everything ready when they come, being e
mile and a half from my place whare the meating was held, Some trembled with
fear while others was anxlious to hear; some was very shy and wouldent come a
nigh and as mich cenvueing dome as aught to be done af a Presedental Flection.

Fow the first lormon meeting was going to be held in the vicenity of
Versalles, Brown County, Il1,, wvhere I then 1ived. 1 vwent to meeting on foot
that I might have no incumdranca, intending to stick to the turf as long as
mesting lasted, both night and day, which would give me ample time to show
their cloven foot, which I thought I was perfectly adie to do. I felt like
the milk meld, dragging in my mind what e victory I was going to gain over
them poor deluded Mormons, WNor was I any less dissppointed than the Milk Maid
was when she let fall her paid of milk and with it =]l her imsginary heppiness.
For, Jacob foutz, vho was the Preachsr, hed not got half through his sermon
before I saw that I used the Scripture like yarn raveled cut of an old stocking
= €11 rumpled up, tmi vhen the Preacher toolt the same words, he would straight-
en it out like yarn that had never been kmnit into a stocking at all, I need
not try to discride the emotion of my mind while 2t that meeting, Fimally, when
I went home, uy wife was verry enxious to hear about the meeting., I pamsed —
hardly knew vhat to sey--ut to cut matters ghort, I replied, "Sally, 1f the
Scriptures are right, the Mormons are right, and if the Scriptumis right, we
are wrong.” This of course threw us intc an avkward position, and she was
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varry mch opposed to Marmonism from reports, The HMormons hadd meeting verry
froequently in the vicinity aftervards, and I was verry wuch in favor of their
Docirines and attonded their weetings verry much against my wifes' feelings.

She would try to remson me out of it end would shed tears over it, which touched
ny tender spot, so I told her one day . . . "Cheer up and not ery and we would
£ix up and go to Kentuckey where her father lived and see all her folks and get
awey from Mormonism ., . . ," which did not teke verry long to get ready, the
distance being edout six hundred (600) miles by water, We took our two youngest
children and started on the Steamboat and arrived at her father's a few days
before a two-deys meeting, it being a Baptist meeting -- we was all Baptists by
prgfoas;fon. Two of their digest preachers was there who lived about thirty
miles off.

After meeting, 1 tackled the largest preacher with the Scripture. I took
the side of Mormonism, and the preacher denied the Scripture before the whole
congregetion., I turned to the Scripture and resd it, Re was 80 badly beat he
took sick and we had fo quit, He having an sppointment on Monday seven miles
on his wvay home — he 4id not know that he would be able to £111 it, I told
hin I would ge with him to his appointment and Y had medicine with me and woud
do all 1 could to help him out, I listened to him trying to preach, tut he
appeared very alfferent {rom & emart preacher, Having finished our visit to
my wife's fathers, we returned to Indiayma where my people lived, where I had
1ived in that vicinity for tweniy-four (24) years before I moved to Illinmois.
Rere 1 convertad evary one of my relations to Mormonism,

¥y older Lrothor, Athe Meeks, was a preacher in the Order of the United
Bretheren, and had the reputation of whipping out every Sectarian preacher
that would meet him on am argunant, After heering the principles of Mormonism
sxplained as well as I mow how, sy brother Johm seid he would go tem (10)
miles to hear us ergne, for ho said he was convinced that I was right and vould
be the first men ever found that conld bdes? him on Scripture. He being a
United Bretharen and John a Baptist, And when we met, he would hear me first,
And when T was through, he would not argue, tut ecknowledged, According to
Scriptare, T had the trath, and from that tims forth whils I stsid, and for
some time after T left, his whole influince was in favor of Mormonism, But,
poor man, after a length of time hs was overcome by the evil one and fought
the vork until he died, which was not verry long., And bdrother John done the
seme way, My mother and Brother-in-law, Thomas Cartsr, with a large family,
obed the Cospel, So did my Brother Cherles with a largs family, end all
gathered to Feuvoo,

After our trip %o Kenfuckey to see her folks, we returned to Versailes
in Prown County Illinoise, vhere our home was, We fonad consideradle sickness
among the pesple. One a widow woman vho had the dyspensia was so dad that she
vas given up to die by the doctor who had attended her for near a year and
said she conld not be cured. She sent for we to come to see her, which I did.
She told me to try and curs her if possible. To do my best anyway and if I
killed her 1t would only be death anyhow, for she knew she could not live long
if she did not get help. 5o I went home to prepare for doctoring her, and
Doctor Vendeventer, who had given hor out, hearing I was going to undertske
her casa, come to ese me. "Hr, Meels " says he, "you had bdetter not undertaks
that womans case. That complaint camnot de cured, and you will fail and you
will lose praciice Dy it. The remedy for that complaint 1s not known, Search
has been made for it 28 far as ships have salled on the ocean, and lmman foet
have trod the goll, snd the remedy is not found yet."



I paid the women five (5) visits and mede a sound voman of her. And what
d1d T d0® FWothing more or less than geave her a thorough course of Thomsonian
Medicince each time, 1 knev no other way to doctor at that time dut to follow
the letter of directions. I hed nothing tat keyenne pepper and ginger for my
composition power and lobelin, and o8 I went along, gathersd green Sumac leaves
of f the bush, which answered well for kanker medicine and to make a tsa to put
the medicine in for her to drink. I mention this to show that we can get along
without co many kinds of medicines as some would suppose, This circumstance
being noised adroad trought me a8 mach dusinsss with the sick as I could attend
to. There bdeing several young ladies in the viciniiy that the doctor haed give
out, which was now ready for me, and with thorough courses of Thomsonian courses
of medicine, they were cured. One case I will mention for the novelty of it,

A Mrs, Perry had a daughter with the green sicknesz who the doctor had
spent nine months on vwithout benefit. Her mother beirg very anxious about her
deughter's situntion, having heard of Doctor Meeks living at Versailes who
cured everything he tried, She thought he must be one of the greatest men in
the world. He vas so far ahesd of Doctor Vandeventer, she did not ¥now whether
she would kmowv how to talk to im or not, but resolved tc try, so she rode wp
one dey to my gate and enquired if Doctor Meeks 1ived thers, I said, "Yes, mam,
Light and come in,” I had been at work in the garden. It being hot weather, I
was sitting betwesn the two deors where I might be cool, being in my shirt
sleeves, bare headed and bare footad, She finally came in and took & chair,
She says, "Is Doctor Mesks at howe?® ®Yes mam! T replied, She says, "where is
he? 1 would iike o ses him," "He is not far off, I presume,* I replied,
“Wbat would you have of Doctor Meeks?" She then gave the history of her
daughter’s case, By this time I thought I ought to let her knov that I was the
man thet she was after, I sald to her, "I em Doctor Meeke.® It struck her
dumb for a wvhile, 5he came verry near jumping out of the chair into the fire.
She fturned red in the fuce and it wne quite a time bafore she could speak, I
was truly sorry for her. Put when she recovered so she could apeeka she said,
"Well, I do not care how e man looks, £o he cen only cure the sick.® And with
five ( 5) reguler courses of Thomsonian medicine, she was made & sound women,
mch to the joy of 211 her friends, This shows what courses of medicine can
4o vithout anything else,

From the time I become conspicuous among the sick, something like half
of the sickness fell to my charge, and I was 8o successful to what Doctor
Vandeventer was, that if I hed stoped there the next yesr, I shonld have had
probably more than I could attend to, but the time come for me to gather with
the Saints to Nenvoo, so I left,

But before I left, Lyman Wight, one of the comitte for building the Nemvoo
House, called on me and 1 bought four {(4) eshares in the Neuvoo House, And T
mth tne papers yet, and ] expect in 2 future day me or my children will possess

am,

In April, 1842, I moved to Nauvoo end lived there till 1846, and them
moved across the plains in 1847 in the great exodus of the Seints to the Rocky
Mountains,

Wnile living at Nauvoo, Y suffered many inconvences and persecntions and
deprivations of 1ife, 1In 1845, 1 was retarning home from & dusiness trip.
hlle pessing throngh Certhage, a mob took me 2nd put me in jeil where the
bloed of Joseph and Hyrem Smith was 1o be seen, and kapt me there till the
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sherdff, who was wy friend, seid be Ymew they could not Imrt me by the lav, Wt

only wentod o perasculs me deCouee I was & Normon, but they may bother you =0

you cannot got off to tﬁ Weal this seapon, I had semt for Edmands, & friendly

lewyer who temfied to diffacul ties necessary to holp us get off. The sheri??

went to Emuveo snd filed e dond for ay release signed as security by Charles

;ri:s John Venbdeek come with the cherif? from Nauvoo and brought me a horse to
¢ home on,

When we started from the jail, the Jailore and Sheriff says, "Don’t you look
back till you reach the tizber, or they might suspicion you.® It was a task for
me to kaep my hesd straight, tut I did accomplish {t, Then we 4id not spare
horse flesh much until we got home, I thenm had to vheel and cut to the dest
advaniasge to get avey Trom iy persscuters acress the river, I had been working
with Williem McCleary, Prother-in-law to the Prophet, meking each of us a wegon
to cross the plains {n, Nine was probebdly half doms, tut I had to drop every-
thing to got swuny and give a one-horse wagoen for & tw-horse wagon that looked
like falling %o pieces, having no iren sbout it but the tire, I wedged and wvet
it with water, them put a light loced in ¢, It was thought I might go twenty
miles to a blacksaith shop, supposed that twenty dollars' worth wonld fix it so
I could get to the bluffs with it; heving to leave part of my family in ¥emvoo
with zy house =nd lot and 211 wy furniture and steck end books, in fact, every
thing that I had, and never zot anything for it,

I give my interest in the wngon shop for a berrel of flour at a certain
price, the overpluch coming to ma, 1 left instructions to turn 1t over to the
ferrymen o pay the ferry, are for some poor Brother tha% had not ths money to
pay with, T crossed ths river with my frail vegon and = pair of young Pulls
under the toungs, Thelr principal gift was in kicking ch they could do
without taking sigh or a rest sad could hit almost enyihing eimed at, If I had
not an old pair of oxoen in the lesd that could not get evay or if they could,
they d1d not want to, I comld never have meneged the tolls so well, I started
for Sugar Creek, Thers was the first cemping ground for the Saints, While
crossing over a ridge seven miles from Neuvoe, we looked Dack and took a last
sight of the Temple wo svor expectad to see, Ve wvas sad and sorrowful. The
emotions of our mind ai that tiwe T cannot descride, The thoughts of 1t almoet
disqualifios me for writing, although so many years have passed away since that
time. We got to Sugar Creek s?ler night and found plenty of Saints thers, for
they was scattsrad all along like sheep without a shopherd, This tried our
faith, to start om a journey wifh such a poor outfit, and part of my femily left
behind, Mers mow I mist pey & tritute of pralse to my better half, She never
left anything nnturned thet would contribule $o our comfort either in dody or
mind, She neither murmered nor scolded. She bore everything in patience 1like
a Salnt of God. She truly proved a help meet to ma,

We left Buger Creck noxt morming intending to go as far as we covld before
we should breek down, It Deing a verry wet spring and a greal quantity of md,
ny vagon got Potter inetsed of worse, so we kept rolling t111 we come to the
ferry on the Des Molnes River. I was astonished to see the nmumber of wagons
end teams vaitin in their turn to cross the river. Now it looked like my turn
would not come for two or thres dsys, end it was derk and gloomy weather for
camping out, I, as by inspiration, téok up the river as far as I conld that
night, and found reaconabls cemping ground. Tt was a desperate wet rainy time,
tnt all the better for my wagon, Next dsy we kept up the river. We overtook
seversl wagons fravaling up the river with the same Spirit that we had, So we
enjoyed curselves the best kind, not kmoving what we wms going to come to and



Page 7

not making spy perticuler ealcnlatione, trmmsting in the Lord to guide us not
¥noving vhether we vould ever find a voat or crossing ebove, the river deing
full, By this time we hod about a balf dozen in our company. It sometimes
rajped apd sometimes the sun shome. In this kind of weather 1t seemed ve took
no thought for the worrow, dtut felt to trus? in the Lord for the result and

ves £8 joyful as spring birds. I had a fiddle along and we had a shindig, as
ve called §t, on the turf every once in 2 while, The names of cur company as
far as 1 can remember, was Jaced Hufines, Christian Houtz, Reading Allred,
Thomae Hencock, and myself amd a 1ad thut was with me, We had no traveling
organization in perticular among us, I%f seewed unnecessary, as such & one-
ness existed emong us. Jt seemed 1ike we nevsr enjoyed ourselves better,
elthough thms exposed, Vo traveled ome day in the rain and camped at a 1ittle
place called Utica, where thers was Tm? one house. In the morning 1t was still
raining, and I thought I would rather trevel in the rain than lay by in the
rain, Some started without breckfast in the worning, expscting the rest to
follow as soon as breckfast was over. Having to tarn to the left to get dack
on the Des Moines River, the waters bLeing on the risc verry fast, so we had to
push ahed all day to cross a cortain creek defore it got too high., We come
Just in time to cross, for it soon Decome toc high to cross., We camped in
front of a big Fim log close by tha crsek, placing our wagen some seven faet
from the log, and tried o ksep 2 Fire against the log, but 4t was hapd work,
It was raining and everything ellresdy wet, Fow, here was a trial of our faith,
(ind 4id 1t falter?) Wo, not ome partickle., T nover felt detter im Spirlt in
my 11fe., AM wy wife was just ss failthfnl as the could ds, Not a word of
mrmring did I heer from her lips. In the morming how that streem did foam
from bank to bamk, and #t1ll rainingl Everything did look discourageing, I
concluded that we would have to stay there t111 times changed some way. While
meditating on onr condition, I sav o mem come walking down to the creek, Then
speaking to me mado some enquires., We had eulte a chat., He s, "Come,
harness vp and go uyp to my house, It is but a little waye, 1 e just moved
out of a comfortable, and you can go into it and welcoms.* Now, surely the
Lord was there and I ¢id mot kmow, It was not an our until we was as comfort-
able as heart could wish, “Fow," says he, "J have plenty of everything. Thers
19 & crid of corn, Feed your catile all you wish and I will find you provisions
es long as you stoy.? He sald this after he had leamed the camse of our
troubles, Te also sald, "I? you will stop with me and go no further,® he would
give me half of his farm, His name was Purger. God bless the man, Ve stoped
with hip til11 everything Y indicated to masch forward, He urged us to take all
the corn end bread-stuf? and bYacon that we covld possibly take, The whole
fomily belisved the gospel ez 1 tamght it, end his son, Peter, wanted to go
vith us to the Mounteins,

T will now go beck to Utice shere ve left the company the morning it rained.
So to croses a certain creek befors it got too high, the company, insteed of
following me, tock smother road which wes considered nearer. But the creek
wves too high to cross when they come te it. They hed to lay dy I think some-
thing like a veek, 'This wes a providence of God in my faver again, for 1f the
compeny had been with us, T should not have bDeen dlessod at Purgers as 1 was,
Finely, the water assuaged and the rain ceased, and they toock uwp the line of
march, They passed in slght vhers ue could see the wagons and we started out
and all come together sgein. But bdefore I mot with the compsny, T eaw a men
vho told me if I would stop and doctor his dsughter with a cancer, he vould
give mwe fifty (350) in cash, But it wae no temptation whatever,
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We f£inally got to the Des Moines River vhen it turned into raining sgain so
we hed to lay by at the river three or four days. Some of the time on each side
of the river whare we found an old ferry boat then idle in the river. Being no
road crossing the river at or near that place, Here was Providence again in our
favor. We could hear of no crossing above nor below this old boat, this being
the ocutskirts of a new sottled country. BPut we 4id cross in that o6ld boat after
g0 long 2 tiwe without eny accident. Here we found ourselves vithout eny road
or trall, So when ready, we struck out without square or compass into a country
vithout any Inhabitants except the Spirit by which ve was led, We took ths
divide between the Des Moines and Sharitan., We traveled severall daye witheut
any signs of human or animal except some hogs, It was such a zig zag rosd we
would scarcely be out of eight from where we camped before, Our mumbers by this
time had about doubled by others following our irail after they had foumd it,
vho had put into the wilderness ss ve had done, Now meeting with more company
give us fresh conrsge and more joy =nd we did rejoice greatly! It seemed we
could not wish for a happir time, Wood and water being plenty all elong. Having
no record, I do not know hov long we was in the wilderness, Finally we come to
- & conslderable siream that run right across the divide and an ugly stream to
tross besides, Here we hed %o pull our wagous across by hand, which took two or
three days, While we was working to get across, I made a pair of shoes for
George P, Dikes' youngest wife, After everythin was passed over vithout accident,
we struck the line of march,

As usual, nothing occuring past common, except Dykes would give me groceries
for shooting Prairie Chickens for him and his family. In a Pew days we struck
Brigham Young's Company on their way from Carden GCrove to Pisgah, and followed
them into Pisgah. Here was a Providence of Cod again, to hit the time right to
get vith President Young egain, At Pisgah I met Daniel Allen, whose wife had
died on the road and left hinm with some littie children. He was shoe meking in
his wagon bad to get sustenance for himeelf and family, I was truly sorry for
him, I turned in and helped him shoe make, I do not kmow how long, but charged
him nothing, I said to him one day, "You ougart to g,-at you a stepmother for your
children, You cannot live this way," He replied, "I do not know who would come
into sach a femily 2s I have got.” Instantly an idea struek me, and, said I, I
know who you can get. She will make & good stepmother too, and she is right
here in Py ¥ho is 141" says he, "It is Tliza Perry, John Berry's sister."®
"Ohi" said he, "She would not have me.” I asked him if he would be willing for
me to tell her if she would be willing for him to come and see her on the subject,
"Tes!" he said, So I went, and she said she hed mo objections, and so he did get
ber for a wife and stepmother, too. And I believe she mede a genuine good step-
mother, oo, At any rats, he made a good 1iving with her help and had quite a
posterity bty her, too.

It vas then thought that we would have to winter at Plsgah, So I, with
Christian Houtz, found a good placs of rich land and fenced and put in four or
five acres of corn, beans, and squashes, and Duiit each one of ue a verry smg
1ittle vinter house and covered it nics and tight with ¥im Bark. Plsgah vas a
verry sickly place.

President Toung then mede a powerful speall to the Saints for help to
furnish the ploneers with wegons and teams to go West to €ind a resting place
for the Sainis fo go to, FHe portrayed our situntion in a verry impressive
manner, shoving the necessity of going imediately to find a place vhers the
Sainte could all gather to, Moses Daily wvas a man in the congregation who had
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three good strong wegons and teams, and no one seemed to respond to President
Toung's call, 80 he looked at Brother Deily and Said, "Brother Deily, have you
not got thres wegone?" Re hummed snd hawed and at last drawed out the word
“Yes, but they are heavy loaded, and I have no place to empty them," And I
belisve he seratched his head and twisted and screened in his seat in an
evasive manner. I was 8o chazgrined at this that I arose up in the congregation
and said, "I have but one wagon and tesm, You shall have them, for it is detter
for me to stop back five years than to stop the Saints from going West as fast
as possible." After meeting was dismissed, Uncle John Smith, George A, Smith's
father, come and 12id his hand on my head, emd I received a blessing. Seid he,
"Tou shall get ready and cross the plains before Brother Daily." So when I
presented my wagon and team to President Young, on examination he seid the
wagon was not stout encugh to go the trip, tut he took the two yoke of cattle,
Said he, "Now how do you want to let me have them? Do you want a receipt for
them, and give them back to you agein, or for me to pay you for them when we
get to our stopping place, or how?" "No," said I. "Do as you think best with
the Oxen and make no account to me, FHereafter, I let them go freely." "Now,"
said he, "Brother Mesks, Meeks you may teke your family down to Missouri and
meke a fitout by next spring.* Although it was strictly forbidden for men to
take thelr famillies down in Missouri, he also said, "Keep your skined down
there and 1f 1t gets too hot down there, Dring your family back to the Bluffs.”
Shortly after this, Colonel Allen come with a requisition from Govermment for
five hundred (500) men to go to Mexice to help fight their dattles, Now they
called for five hundred ( 500) men from government by Colonel Allen.

President Young put out a proclamation for the Saints to gather at Counsel
Bluffe preparatory to meking np the five hunired men, Orson B, Addams, my son-
in-lay, had by this time Joined me at Plsgah, Him and me with our family went
immediately up to the Bluffs, leeving my winter house and farm with instructions
for 1t to be turned over to some poor Brother that might coms on too late to
tuild end plant before winter set in. Ve arrived at the Bluffs on the fourth
of July. Ve stoped 3 miles ont from the place of Rendervous amd walked i{n to
vhere we had to meet the Twelve (12) Apostles with Brighsm Young at their head
and made some of the most impressive calls for volenteers that I ever heard,
Orson B, Adams was the second man turned out volenteer, President Young said
to the bretheren if the five mmndred (500) men could not be had without, he and
the Twelve (12) would go themselves, for it was the salvation of the Church,
Here was a splendid chance to show who was willing to maks a sacrafice for the
Fingdom of God, but the five mndred was raised without the Twelve having to go.
There was & villingnes manifested among the Saints that was truly gretifying,
S0 the Battallion was soon dispatched while the aged and sick end cripples and
all that was left of the men had to take charge of the women and children, It
fell to lot to have charge of Adams' affects with two children, his wife
going with him in the Battallion., Now I was fixing to take my family with me
into Missouri to meke a fitout, as President Young said I might becamse I 1let
him have my wagon and team at Pisgah,

Who 4id 1 see come walking up btut Samel Clark (whe kept 2 tan yard in
Provo several years after he come to the Mountains), He said, "I am the man
that you saved the 1ife of himeelf and family in the early settlement of Nauveo,"
He came there a total stranger and got into a house near the river in RKauvoo
vhere it was verry sickly. His femily all took sick, one died mnd another vas
near dying and the rest not able to take care of each other, My damghter went
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down to the river to work emd heard of the condition of the family of strangers
that lived there, fShe founmd it no less miserabie than it was reprisented. The
girl that wes so near desd she drought home with her, She said they was all

sick and 1ittle or nothing to eat, I vent straightwey to the piace and took

two baskets of provisions vith me, a 1ittie of moet everything. I took medicines
glgo, and 81l that T could T 4id for them and soon hed them and scon had them out
of danger. The 11tile girl went home ¢o her father., 1 charged them nothing for
all that I had done, Soon a3 he got adle, he moved off. I never heard of him
anymore wntil 1 szaw him come walking wp to me at the Bluffs, and two of his boyse
weni into the Pattsllion, Jossph and Filey. When he come to my wagon at the
Pluffs, he said to me, ofe you have no objections, I want to put my wagons by the
side of yours.* He had three good wagons and teams, but no horses, so he came
vith his vagons and put them by my wagons. 1 told him T was going down to Missouri
0 winter with my family by permission from President Young, Says he, “If you go,
I wvill go too, for ¥ intend to stay along with you.* So we both want down in
Hissourl amd vintered there, ¥e stoped in the upper edge of Missourl at the
Bluffe, six miles from the river 2t a most bemmtiful couniry at a mgn’e place
called Wilkison., Jtwas a smooth prairie comniry and excellent water and a set
of hewed house logs that we might put up to winter in, The Bluffs here was
lined with any emount of chickasaw plums and was just getting ripe and a largs
ampunt of Mlderberres in right order for making wine, and we tarned in and made
sighty (80) gallons of wine. We put a hundred and ﬂftw pounds of sugar in it,
vhich made it splendid, And it proved the meesns of my making a fitout in thes
spring, There was a Gentile named William Slusher, lived squars in on the river
from where w2 was, He come to see us apd told us to move down to the river to
his plecs. Every facility would be greatly in our faver 1f we would, so ve
fixed wp and moved down,

1t vas now gatling late in the semson, “Wov Jentlemem," said he, “My corn
is not ell gathered yet. Thers is some quite good rcasting ears among 1t end
there is cucumders in i%, You are welcome %o all you want.® So we honered the
invitatlion by helping ourselves, Closs by was & grove of Slim Cottonwood timber
Jjust suitable for house logs. We would henl o vhole tree at & time and we eoon
had house logs enongh to put up each of us a room, Within a few rods of his
dwelling, there wes an island in the river close by, which was full of rushes,
nn:ibnt ; lg.ttle vays to swim the cattlie in, And tﬁq coms out fot in the
fpring, fat,

I had the care of Orson Adams' family and all his stalk, Jolm Henderson,
2 1ad which I had raised from & child vhose parsnts was dead, was & good boy
Poth truthful end honest., I do not kmow how T could have got along without him,
caught all the fish we conld use, Here Brother Clerk snd myself lived as one
Temily, keeping mo accounts batween us vhatever. Fere we lived all winter,
al though mixed up with as rough & set of people a8 I ever lived among, Slushers
house was ever cpen for gamboling, drinking, horee racing, drinking, card playing
and frolicking and gossiping, which opened a good sale for cur wine which brought
the money, although they wes just as kind to us as they could be. They would
trust us for enything ve would nama, They seemed to venerate us then otherwise,
but we kept on our watch, kmowing what we was about, We did mot mix in with
them in thelr vickedness mt was friendly with them., Finally springtime coms
and I took my wife and went awsy down into Missouri end traded off our feather
beds and such things as we could and got corn and come Yy a grist mill and got
it groond. It belng a verry sickly sesson, I halped to get & fitout by doctoring,
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My oldest som, Lovin Meeks, was living in Missovri at the time, but we
could not find exactly whers he was at the first trip, he having no family, so
after we returned home with our £itout, we went the second trip in search of
him, hen found, he agreed to go with us vp the Bluffs to see the rest of
the family, he having no idea of crossing the plains with us, left his business
unsettled but finally concluded to cross the plains with us, but the next spring
returned to Missouri and diad.

¥ow, my 11ttle old wooden wagon that I come in from Nemvoo would not stand
& trip across the plains, I started off to trade it off for a good wagon, 1
offered a large young horse for a 1ittle pony and & good wagon, I found a wam
named Richardson who offered me the verry trede 1 wanied, but a monotory impulse
struck me with such foree, I could not accept the offer. Vhy, I could not te}l,
When I got homes, vife says, "Have you found any trade today that suits you?"
I smawered, "Yes, but I did not trade.® "Wiy not"said she, "Becamse something
almost a3 plain as words sald instinctively Wo." But I found out afterwards the
cause., As 1 was told, Beson Lewiz took the same bargein from him and went to
the Horn with the property, and an officer followed him with a writ end took the
property, and he had to wait ¥111 the next season., But I cut and wheeled around
among ths people till I found Jesse Harmon, n good Saint who I bdelieve wns
counseled to wait till the next season. e let me have a wagon that was fited
up in Nenvoo on purpose for crossing the plains, with large projections on
either side of the top of the bed with verry high wagon bows., I did not want a
better wagon, end he took my 1ittle wagon and forty gallom of wine to boot, Now
1 wes just fixed to my notion in wagons end teams, except one ox. Whem Brother
Clark learned that I lacked one ox, he says %o me, "Brother Meeks, I will give
you an ox." He could not ses how he could get off that spring, wvhen there vas
nothing in the world in the way if he had Just had the Spirit of it., He had
three good wagons and teams end was not enthralled any way, Here was another
Providence of CGod in my fevor, In fullfiliment of what Uncl John, as I ealled
him, said to me in Pisgah when T give up all the wagon and team that I owned
to #1t up the Ploneers, Now I was ready to go to the horn where we was oreenized
to croes the pleine,

When I shook hands with Brother Clark on starting, he cried like a child
and never would have pay for the ox he let me hava., With a glad heart and joy-
ful Spirit, we moved off and reached the Horm in good time and when the time
come, we was organized into Jedediah Crant's hundred and Joseph Rates Noble's
fifty, and Joslah Miller's ten. They was sll three as good men as was to be
had anywhere, My family comprising eight persons, mysalf and wife snd two
daughters, Elizabeth - grown, Margarst Jame < not grovn, John Henderson, a lad
I had raised, »nd a boy and girl belomging to Orson B, Adams, John Adams and
Petsy Parson. Now our hearts swelled with the glorious expectation of leaving
our persecutors behind, We started not kmowing where we was going, or what
was shed of us, trusting in the Living God, and started like Abraham, not ¥mow-
ing vhither we went, snd we 4id have a goo& time, notwithetanding the hardships
and trisle end troubles and sickness many hed to endure.

The Lord did pour out his blessings upon ue ebundently, The Plains
furnished atundance of meat and the Prairis grass atmndance of milk, Now the
incidents that took place crossing the plains are so complicated, I will only
mention a few in this comnection, One case of Sister Fwinds, the first I
heard of her, she was about dying with what thay called the Black Xanker in
her mouth end throet, Shs did die in a few hours, and we halted to bury her,
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And her dsughter, Rachel Fwinds, was foumd to have the same complaint, and quite
desp seated, I told them I thought I could care her, My daughter, Elizabeth,
wvaited on her vhile I doctored her, and she was not long in getting well, The
palate of the old lady's mouth was eat up and the fances of her mouth partly gone.
ﬁ vas in a mortified state. I am convinced that it was the Diptheria they doth

The next case was Glldert Summers' wife (he being with the Pioneers), She
vas in the company two miles distant from me, but they sent for me and vhen I
got there I fourd her varry low, with a fever and with all the faith and courege
I could raise, I broke thafmrnnam:oongntui again, Another case was as
I was standing guard one night close by Brother Noble's wagon, I heard some person
groan like 1f they was neerly desd. In the morning I mqu.lroi of Brother Hobles
who it was, He said it was Richard Norwood, the man that drove his team, On
examination, 1 found it to be the Black Kenker as we called it, tut it vas un-
doubtedly the Diptheria in 1ts worst form, for his whole palate and forsils of
his throat appearsd to be in one solid mass of putrefaction. I told Brother
Hobles if he would look among the crowd and get such medicine as I would name,
I would try emd do something for him, for without help, he could not live but a
verry few days, I well reckollect ome medicine I used. It wae rough Elm Bark,
taken off a iree stood close by. It is one of the best Anticeptics in the
compass of medicine, (In the first settling of Kentuckey and Indiana, we used
%o put our hogs lard and beers oil in large troughs, We would sometimes have
maybe fifty gallons at a time. It would sometimes turn green, going imto a
state of puirefaction. W¥e would take the red, or rough Elm Bark in long strips
and lay it lengthwise in the troughs, and it would take ell the smell and collar
and taste of putrefaction out of 1t and render it as sweet as sny other oil.)
Now for Brother Norwood egain, I will just say that he was cured in a much
shorter time than I could expect. So we all moved on in order again,

The Lord has his eye on the end from the begimming, To illustrate, I will
relate an incident which took place on the plains, the blessings mmlhng from
vhich are visidble to this day and will be in all time and in eternity. Ve had
a stampede on the plains and lost sixty-two head of cattls, which we never did
find, We laid there sight days not having team enough to {:raval, but knovwing
wve must move or perish, We mustered up all the available teams possidle and
that was cne ox. President John Young was mirus one ox, he & I being entire
strangers, he heard I had a cov that would work end vhen he found me, he says,
"Brother Meeks," "Yes, sir,® I smswered. "Well, we are now organized for
traveling if I had ome more animel, Will you let me have that cow to Pit me
out?® I replied "No.® At this, his countenance fell like a blage just put out,
"But," says I, "I will tell you what I will do. I will let you have a good ox
and will work the cov myself, as she is heavy with e¢alf, I would rather work
her myself,® At this, he brightened up like fire in a stubble field, so we all
took wp the lime of mapch, full of the spirit of rejoicing. And vhile I em
speaking on the line of Providence resulting from me letting President Johm
Young have an ox, I will trace that 1ine out far enough to show that a person
vill never lose his reward for doing good. Several years after, I moved to
Parowan, I went back to the city, I took my daughter, P Jane, a young
woman, with me and when I started from home, my wife said 't you come back
vithout another wife." That put me to studying, for she never talked that way
before, so the more I studled about it, the more I vas determined to try and
get another wifa, 8o when I arrived at Brother John Dalton's, who had charge
of the Cmrch farm four miles south of the city, I left my team there so as to
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have no encusbrance at the city. We went to Brother Free's in the city, an old
acquaintance of ours. I told them there that I intended to get a handeart girl
to go home with me, They appeared very anxious that I should get one, Sister
Fres told me she knew of one who had no relations there, and it womld suit her
the Dest kind, There was a woman then present sald she knew her in Wngland and
sald she was twenty-four years 0ld and &s good a woman as ever wvas, Now I was
very mach elated at the prospect. I would net have sold my chance for a
considerable amount, I nover felt more sure of anything in my 1ife that I did
not have hold of. I found out where she staysd and away I went as full of
imegination as the milk maid we read of in the spelling book. I found the

place and stopped outside the gate and spoke to a young woman in the porch and
atked her, "Are you Henneh Virgil?" "No, Sir¥, she said. Said I, "Does she
stop here?" "Yeg Sir, but ehe is not at home." I eaid, "Are you a handcart
girit" "Yes Sir.d she’said, "Well, I am looking for a hendcart girl to go home
with me. Maybe it will suit you to go with me) She sald, "I am engaged, or it
would." That moment she said, "Yonder comes Hanneh Virgil now." And when she
valked up and spoke %o me and I saw her countenance, there was a monitory
impulss struck me with such force, it seemed as powerful on my feelings as the
command of a superior officer vhen he would with a stern voice say "Nol* Tere
now the fat was all in the fire, My feelings I camnot well descride if I was

to try. I left quick, dedly whipped, without saying & word to the girl on the
subject. 1 went straightway to President John Young, vhere I was in high repute
for letting him have that ox on the plains, he having took Sarah McCleve to wife,
oldest sister of Mary Jane, two years pmions to Mary Jane's arrival in the '
handcarts. She says to me, "Brother Meeks, go out to the Church Parm and get
your team and harness it to Mr. Young's carriage, he himself not being at
and Amnt and I will go with you to see Mary Jene. It may De that she
g0 with you," 1 told them that I was going to start home in the morning,
did not think it vorthwhile to try emy longer, I wes ashamed to tell them
thing about Hannah Virgil, 1 felt so mean, However, I went to the Church
and got my tesm and harneesed it to the carriage. "How far is it to where M
Jane 1ives?" I asked. I kmew the Warm Springs was only a mile and 2 half
Brother Young.'s., 1 thought we could soon get back when we reached the Warm
Springs. 1 says, "Where does Mary Jene l1ive now?" M"Oh, 1t is down by the Ho
springs, six miles further,® If I had known that in time, I never shounld have
started, It vas now late in the evening and I intended starting home in the
morning, tut as I had started, I must stick with them, dut felt disappointed,
When we arrived at the hot springs, the sun was just going down, "Fow where is
the house?” said I. She pointed away down under the fading sun, two wiles
further to a 1ittle log cadin vhers she said her sister lived, T felt vexed

but conld not turn back now. We drove wp close to the homse end found Mary

Jene on her all fours scouring the floor when the dog barked, She looked out

and sav and knew Brother Young's carriage and Sister Young and her sister Sarah
vith a strange man, dressed precisely as she saw all this in a vision shown to
her about three nights before when she knealt down in the dark whem al) were in
bed, and asked the Lord what she ought to do because she was teased so mich about
marrying. In the vision, she wes told that was the man she mast go home with, So
vhen she saw me in the carrisge, she lmew that was the man for her. We went into
the house of Brother Levi Gifford where she lived, I was well acquainted vith
the vhole femily of people, too, Sarah did mot sit down, but took Mary Jane out
of doors emd told her I had come for her, and sent a rumner to tell me to come
out there, I started and met Aunt Mary Young coming post-haste after me, She
spoke very aminatedly, saying, "Mary Jane says che will go with youl!" And we

hed not spoken to each other yst, neither had we seen each other's faces, The
trial T had vhen 1 met Hannah Virgil was nothing $o what this was, They told her
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I had come for her, and she eaid she would go. Now if that monitory impulse
strikes ms with the seme power saying mo, what will I do? Can I stand it, or
vill I have o wilt and wither under thie? The hardest trial I had ever met
vith in my 1ife. (Oh, lord, Felp), Thet instant it wvas manifest to me to just
see hor countensnce end I would know what I ought to do. But that 4id not
assure me that I would be inepired to teke her and to refuse, it would bring

an everlasting stigma that would lest through life and I thought very justly
too, I went out to vhere they were, the sun being down, the red clouds in th
West were all that gave light, I thought if I could see her countemsnce by the
light of the red clouds, I would kmow what to do. And whenm I was introduced

and shook hands with her, I was right in the light., I stepped one side to let
the 1ight shine in her face, Peace sprung up in my troudled soul with a hearty
relish for the words, "Yes, take her." It put me in mind of the poet when he
said, "No tongue can express the sweet comfort amd peace of & soul in its
earliest love." I then told Mary Jane 1t was just right, and we a1l went back
in the house, And when Brother Gifford learned that she was going home with me,
he wvas cut of mmor and talked very strongly against me by way of insimastions,
and sald "Mary Jane, if you knew Brother Mesks as well as I do, you would not de
80 willing to go with him, I kmow Brother Meeks," said he,
Gifford, "0Old mmn, you don’t kmow eny of him, do you?"
said, The fact was, he wvanted Mery Jane himself, and both hi
The verelod.faappoinm t they vere as cross to her as a we .
of them sald, "If you are going with thgtm'

She pulled 1% off and gave it %o him ssying, I don't want your ring.
fnt out into the carriage, dark as it was, and went up to President !am;g" a8, and
n the morning she was gealed to me, 1t being the 12 day of November 1856, and

the next day we started home, Mary Jeme wes nearly seventesn years old, and I

wvas nearly sixty-two years old. Pecple may say what thsy please about being
mismated in age in marriage, btut the Lord kmows bast about these matters, and
if there was ever a match consumated by the providences of God, this was one,
and she has borne me ten children, and if anything, they vwere above the aversge
of smartness, all well-formed and imtelligent. I have often said if I had
picked the territory, I could not have enited myself as vell as in Mary Jane,
80 I give God the glory while I receive the blessings of an exaltation through
the 1ineage of her posterity. So you can see how the Lord had his eye on Mary
Jeme from the beginning of this narrative, At any rate, clear down until now
she has four grandchildren and a 1ikelfhood of having many more, and a nicer
and smarter women no man nesd to want,

So we left the Horn I think in April and took until the next fall to get
into the Valley, I arrived in the valley on the first day of October 1847, I
have already mentioned some incidents that took place on the plains, I may
mention some more here after. ¥ow we felt good and heppy with the idea of
leaving our pergecutors a thousend miles dehind, Now the Salt Lake Valley hed
& beautiful rich soil and well suzplies with good water. We went to work under
the wise counsel of President Young and the Twelve Apostles, although they had
returned to the states for their families ani I believe we did our best -
generally speaking, Finly, the crickets came so thick it made the earth Ddlack
in places, and it did look 1ike they would teke what 1ittle we had growing,
vhich looked nice and flouriehing, Now this was another trial, although my
faith did not fail one partical tut felt very solom on the occasion, our
provisions baginning to give out. My femily went several monthe without &
satisfying meal of vittals, I wvent sometimes a mile up Jordon to a patch of
vild roses to get the berries to eat, which I would eat as reppid as a hog
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stems and al1, I shot hawks and crows snd they eat vell, I would go and search
the mire holes and find cattle dead, and would fleace off whati meat I

eat 1t. Ve uoed wolf meat, which I thought was good. I made some wooden spades
to dig eeagoes with, but we couls not suply our wents, We had
to get somathing to eat. I would take a grubing hoe and a sack
rise in the worning end go, I thought six miles, defore comeing
thisel roots grew, and in time to get home I would have a bDushel and sometimes
more thistel roots, and we would eat them raw, I would dig untill I grev weak
and faint, and sit down and eat a root and then bsgin again, I contimmed this
untill the roots began to fail., I then turned my attention to makeing horn combds
out of ox horns. I got two five-gallon kegs and a sack, and threw it across the
saddle and avay I went, peddling combs for buttermilk and clabor, emong thoes who
vere out with their stock for the milk, I contimued this untill I hesrd of Capt.
James Brown had bought out a mountainesr of @& 1large heard of cattle some sixty
mles north of the city. I went there and bought e horse load of cheese, vhich
we eat vithout bread or meat, Wow everything did look gloomy, Our provishions
giveing out, and the crickets eating up what 1ittle we had groving, end we &
thousand miles awyy from suplies. When Sunday come, we had meeting, Apestle
Rich stood in an open wagon and preached out of doors, It was a besutiful day,
end & very solom one too. ‘hile preaching, he says, "Brotherin, we do not want
you to pert with your wagons and tesms, for we might need thol.‘ Intimateing
that he d1d not Xmow, tut we might have to leave, That increased my solemni ty.
At thet instant, T heard the volce of fowles flying overhead, that I was not
acquaintéd with, I looked up and sav a flock of seven gnlls, In a few minits
there was another larger flock p=ssed over. They came faster and more of them
untill the heavens were darkensd with them, and 1it down in the valley ti1l the
earth was dblack with them, and they would eat crickets and throw them up again
end £111 themselves again and right away throw them wp again. A 1little before
sundown, they left for Salt Lake, for thsy roosted on sandbar. A little after
sunrise in the morning, they came back egein and contimed that course untill
they had devoured the crickete, and then left, sure to die, and never returned.

I guess this circumstance changed cur feeling considerabls for the better,
al though I could not tell what to do mext. It all o¢ once came into my mind to
o into the mountains and Munt wild game, I told wy wife of 1t, She said she
rather I would not go. She sald, "You are umsquainted with the country, you mey
get lost or the Indians msy kill you." I said, "We cannot live this wvay, and I
used to be a good hunter, and I delieve the Lord will bless me with good luck,
and I will trust in Fim 1ike O1d Lehi, and try it." I was not long in starting
by myself, vithout even a dog to go with me, on & three-year-old horse that I |
vas unaquainted with, with almost nothing with me to eat. And, as the proverd
is, 1t's root, hog, or die, T started alone, My femily stood in the door and
looked ofter me as long as they could see me, thinking they night never see me
again, But I started, and when I would look back snd see my family standing
in the door looking after me, you msy be sure it touched the tenderest spot in
my heert — tears trickeled aovn my cheeks, PBut the momentary impression urged
me on, a8 wuch as to say, "Go on, you will be blessed.* Oh! With vhat a solom
feeling I pushed shead some ten or fifteen miles and stoped at a spring for
noon. And vhile there, I heard horses feet comeing, 1 looked and beheld
Brother Gustin, an neighbor of mine who had heard I had started in the mountahs
to hunt, He wished to go with me, and teok my track end overtook me, then I
felt glad, and recsived it as a providence of Cod, So we traveled some 50 or
60 miles untill the second night and camped with a perpendicular wall of rock
behind us and e 1ittle stream of water in front of us, a good place not to be
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discovered by Indlans. And when morning came, we looked to see if our horsec
were safe where we staked them out about three or four rods from us in a little
low place full of the best kind of grass, We stired up the coals and made a
small fire, just as day vas a coming. Ve were shy and quite solemn and had dbut
1ittle to sey, but thought the more, The red cloude in the East was beginning
to shine very bright end thers being a long straight reguler rise in the ground
right under the red clouds, wve could see a quarter of a mile or more, although
quite dark if not for the red cloude., I was musing in my mind over our condition
not knowing what would be next, haveing my eyes fixed on the red clouds, I saw
something walking right in the light of the red clouds that I counld not have
seen anywhers else, except betwsen me and the red clonds. It looked to me just
like a man walking strat towards me. I said, "Brother Gustin, yonder comes a
man, What in the world can he be doing this time of day, away out here by him-
self?¥ We thought we could plainly see the top of his hat ani the rim extending
out each side of his hat and his shoalders and legs, Fe was stepping a 1ittle
way toward us and stoping 2 1ittle while, and then start again as if he 414 not
know whether to go on or not, and 1t continued to do so until it come within a
hundred or two yards of us, By this time 1t was light enough to see to shoot,
but we never thought of shooting, for we thought it was a man until it turned
1ts head another way to look, which threw it entirely out of shepe for a men,
end behold, it was an elk. Yon may be sure we vere ready quick with out guns,
It walked up in ¢ood gun shot of us and turned broad side and stopped, and it
happened so that we both fired at the same time, I did not Xmow he had shot,
and he did not mow that I had shot, neither of us heard t one report, How-
ever, ths elk ed in its track, We ran to 1t and shot it in the head to
make sure of it. KNov we did rejoice exceedingly, believing with all our hearts
that the Lord sent that elk right straight to us to furnish our wives snd child-
ren vith food, wvho we had left behind with 1ittle or nothing to eat., Ve fleeced
all the flesh off from the bones and dried it on , scaffold, It wes verry fat,
and welght we thoughtabout four hundred pounds. When well dried, we sacked it
up and had all we could well carry home. Now the smov had mot sufficiently
melted on the Northern slopes of the mountains for us to assend as we went home
with the loads we had on our animals and the snow wae melting fast, 1 sald,
"Let us hang our meat up out of the way of the wolvas apd explore the country
some, and by that time the snow will be out of the way." And we did so0. In a
1ittle vhile we struck fresh elk tracks, We staked cur horses and took it a
foot. In a little while we overtook them and each of usz got a shot, but missed
entirly. Brother Custin got a shot at am antilops, and missed it aise, Towards
evening we got back to our horses and while reciining on our elboes, resting
ourselves end teking a bite of our elk meat, we discovered two men riding
directly toward us. Ve were somewhet surprised to see two white men sixty miles
as ve supposed it was from the city. They rode up and spoke to us very gravely,
as vé had no kmowledge of each other, tut soon found out we were all brethren
from the Salt Lake Valley, Their names wers Amosy Russsell, Morris Snedeker, and
had been out hunting and killed nothing and were nearly starved. That morning
they had bofiled some wesds in watsr snd ate what they could, the last they
expected o eat t111 they could get home. I said, "Go with us to our camp; we
have plenty of meat." Brother Snedeker said he thought 1t the prettiest word
he ever heard, 30 when ve got to camp we feasted high, having the marrow of
the bone for butter and the fleeced ribs broiled for bread. Now who camnot see
the hand 0 # the Iord in all this narrative, for those two brethren as well as us,
for we gave them some ten pounds of dried meat, and told them to mnt longer amd
iry to get some to take to their families, We went home rejoiceing, with plenty
of food for our femilies. I mow go back to that morning we killed the Elk, I



said, "Bro, Gustin, you go to butchering the elk and
and find ite compeny, for I know thare is more .
up the long streight slope, not very steep. To e a

high mountain. I looked on the top of the mountain and saw an elk looking down
et me, It was so high, it looked not much larger than a goat, I

climed the mountain, I used my gun as a walking stick, also catching at roots,
tvigs, and grass, sometimes making a foothold in the ground to place my foot

in firmely. 1 got up and stopped and looked all ‘round, dut saw no elk, It

vas a beanttifnl place up there wvith small vallies with small springs of good
vater, heavy set with the nicest kind of grass, with nice groves of quekeing asp,
but no under drush, Vhile I was amsing myself in looking at the wonders of the
world, awvay up there I sav an elk walking towards me, I shot it and found dlood
plenty on its tracks, It took up the mmmtain that appeasred to de as much higher
ag the one I had come up, and I think I went to the top of the third mountain
which sppearsd to be one mountain on top of another mountain, before I was in
reality on top. Here the earth was litersly cat up with elk tracks, It had
measuredly quit bieeding, so I could not track it any furtmr, and If I could

I would not, for here was the pinacle, for if I went any furtimr, 1t would de
going down, down, down, So I halted, wenting fresh air emd a drink of water

and T drev several long breaths, and the atmosphere at such an altitude as that
was completed & sated my thirst for water, Here 1 took a survey of all the
kingdonms of the world-~that wae in my sight at any vate, but I was not tempted

to accept any of them, tut returned to camp, Brother Gustin had heard me

thoot the Tk, and osed 1t had deen en Indian shot me, and had been up the
canyon hunting and holloring for me, but I was so high above him I could not
hear him, so it all worked right in the end. Nov vho can see all the Providence
of God in all this? We had shot at three elk and one entilope, After we had
killed one elk, vhich was as much a8 we could reasonably get home with, and 1f
we had killed any more what would we have done with 1t? Ve were both excellent
marksmen, dbut yet killed no more. It wes nothing short of the kind Providence
of Cod that attemded our steps through the whole trip, and to this dey my heart
svells with gratitude to Him for 1t, although it took place thirty-four years
8go,

The famine was so sore before 1 went in the mountains to mt., My wife
vent to Sister Cessions, a very prominent woman among the rich women, and a
verry good women, too. I think if it had not been for her husband, he was
thought to be a great miser, they had an abundance of flour on hand and hs
burried it in the earth to hide it. My wife says, "Sister Cessions, won't you
let me have a fevw pounds of flom? 1 will try and psy you for it," "Yes,"
she said, and sppeared to be quite sorry for her destitution and seemed to pity
her verry mach., "How mmch a pound will I have to pay you?"™ #Oh, I think about
ten cents a " "And I em verry thenkful to get some amd T am willing to
pay that much." After some more talk on the subject, she says, "I think the
flour should be about twelve and a half cents a pound, seeing it is so scarce
and hard to get., My wife said, "If you think so, I will pay 1t." And after a
1ittle more sentemonious taik end pitying of my wife's situation, she says, "I
think I ounght to have fifteen cents a pound.® I do not 'mow the ansver my wife
made to thie, but one thing I do know, she let her keep her flour, wvhich being
burried in the ground they lost the whole of it, emd the old man 1ived but &
year or two after and died, I do not know what became of the old women, vhile
my vife survived the hardships she had to suffer and is now in 1882 alive end
well and enjoying a clear consclience, which 1s worth more than all their flour,

g
p:
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SECOND HUNT _

The handships snd suffering of the Smints msde it verry, verry sickly, snd
vhile at home I had no rest scarcely day or night. Our provisions growing short,
I had to go agrin mnting, Brother Gustin heard of 1t and seid he must go with
me (I don't went to go with anyone else but you) so we sterted together, keeping
to Emigration Road some 15 or 20 miles then turmed to the right of the romd
through the breaks of the mountains, It was ouite a brushy country end very
1ikely for game. So here in I.told him we must make no noise, snd T thought ve
would find some elk or bear in such a place as that. We had a fashion thet he
mst go before, e had to lead our horses on account of the brush, expecting
every moment to find elk or bear in such a likely place for them to be, He
suddently droped his dridle reins and sliped slong a few yards. ¥He up with his
eun and fired, I made sure it was 2n elk or bear and was instantly by his side
with my gun, ready for another shot if needed, which is the rule in mmnting,
"Now," he says, "I guess we have got camp meat.” I says, "What did you shoot
at?" He said, "A hawk.," Oh, I wes vexed! I told him he had scared all the
geme out of the country for miles around and let the Indians kmow that we vere
in the country, But I never got sight of hig hawk, So we passed on until we
came to Waber River and it was quite full, tut we found a place to cross without
difficulty end camped for the night, In the morning we took down the river on
an Indien trail. T got him to let me go shead some, he could not see anything
only as he looked siraght at 1t, It seemed as 1f he had no reflection of the
eye on each side, I had to show him mostly all the game that we killed. So
that worning I went before, heving a desutiful open comntry with no underbrush,
80 we started down the river till ve come to a transeverse ridge that runs
square out from the river. I moved slowely up high emough to peep over the
ridge and stopped so I could look all over a beautiful open country without
underbrush except slong the river, We had to be verry sly, as the game was
very wild, Away down, not far from the river, I discovered four antilope
feeding very busy in a low place of ground, I showsd them to Bro. Custin, He
said there is no chance to get a near them, snd they are se wild, Said I,

"It is the best kind of a chance.” "How?" said he, I said, "I will stay here
with the horses, and if they see me they won't run as when I am so far off,

and you go down under the bank 6f the river under the bushes until yon get

even with them, They are nesr enough to shoot from the benk, then step back -
and load again.* This program, it pleased him well, and I watched the sntilope
t111 the gun fired. The antilope jumped a few times then stopped and looked

all around, tut did not kmow which way the nolse came from, I saw one sntilope
draw himself up and down he dropped. There is one safe, thinks I. I thought

the time long for the next shot, but bop it came, and down went another sntilope.
There are two safe now, thought I, In due time the third fire was heerd with

the same result. Now there was three ssfe, The fourth nov felt like it was

time for 1t to be gitting eway., It 414 not run, tut walked off, stepping high
snd dry. We followed it and had three shots at 1t defore giving it uwp. Fe

sald he did Jmow that he had hit it, Certainly the Lord over-ruled this circum-
stance, for we nov hed es mch as we could well get home with, 1 took two on

my horse and he took one om his and traviled down the river till ve came to the
Fmigration Canyon to the road and camped. Here we cut and dried our meat, having
a very good load, The river was consideradble wp, While there a men named Singly
who had goods and provisions plenty to sell in the city. A good bdrother, too,
probably, dut his prices were so high tut few were able to buy. He heard of ny
success in the mountains, He thought, Nov is my time to meake my Jack off from
the destitute Saints who had little or nothing to eat, He hired some three or
four men which could essily do with a few pound of flour, to go into the mountains



Page 19

and kill game for him, vhich he thought with no mistake that he could sccomplish,
He would not give them shares inm the hunt, tut would pasy them in sowething that
sould keep sonl snd body together. And an hour or two before sundown he reached
our caxp, I invited him to stop And have something to eat, tmt no, he said, he
wanted to git out to killing game, He sppeared very anxious to get his losd, eand
80 passed on, The next I heerd from them was several weeks after I got home, and
they killed nothing, and hs had his men to psy, and he finely apostized snd went
to California. This is the report I had sbout the msn and this is enother
instance of the Interpesition of God's Providence in favor of them that are
trylng to do right and his displeasure with the covetions. Ve got home rejoicing
vithout difficulty and found our families in a very good condition for more food.

THE THIRD HUNT

Orson B. Adems, my son-in-lav come and said, "Father, 1 want to go with yom
the next time you go hunting.” I was pleased with the idea of his going, for he
was a good hand at almost snything he goes at, and I found it necessary to go
again, for our food was about gone, for I don't know how many we let have a
1ittle, for my wife had as much benevolence as I had, although I had tut 1ittle
rest from waiting on the sick day amd night, I was like the old mle —- nlways
worked down btut never give out, for which I mst thank the Lord for his blessings
upon me, my hardshipe and sufferings notwithstanding. So Bro, Adams and myself
started on my third trip hnting, We took four availadle horses and dack ssddles
and equippage for pacidng and John Fendersom, a 1ad I had raised to attend to
canp duties. We three each rode a horse and had one extre for packing.

Bro. Adams says, "Fether, which way shall ve go?" Said I, "My mind seems
to soar eway over the mountains and drop down in a valley at the foot of a great
mountain that I think is full of antilope.” (¥hich) I then thonght (was) the
Uinte Mountain. I had heard by some means that there was antilope in that
country. I give him a program of onr journey until we came to antilope as I
could see it in my mind's eye. %e had but 1ittle to take with us to eat without
robbing our families, and we did not want to do that, I said we will keep to
the Emigration road until we get to Weber River, and them take up the river on
the east side till we came to a good stout creek (it is mow called Silver Cresk)
and took up- that cresk till it began to be small, them pass up a left-hamnd fork
to the head and pass over the turn down into a valley where I think there is
plenty of antilope.” So whem we got to the Weber, in a besutiful grassy plane,
ve sav a small antilope standing looking at us, It mnst have been three-hundred
yards off. We needed it badly for camp meat, Orson couldent see how we could
get 1%, nothing between us and it tut gress and it so wild, "I cen tell you
how,® sald I. "We will let the horses stay here feeding round with us. You
take a gun in your hand and get on your hands and knees and travil like an
animal feeding, tut don’t go straght towards 1t but a 1ittle to one side and
then to the other side but still be gitting nearsr all the time. He succeeded
and brought it back with him when he came, So we fixed up and started rejoicing
in the Providence of God as manifest in this cass. It took thres or four days
traveling before we found antilope according to the program I had mede, And ag
ve left the head waters of the Wesber stream and turned over on to waters that
ren the other way, ve were in sight of a valley full of antilope. We could ses
them a mile off. Orson conld hardly wait to get down there. We soon came to
good water in the vally and struck camp. 'The sun about an hour high, we told
John to attend to camp duties and we would take a round and see what we could
see as late as it was, I told Orson to take his coarse smd I will take the
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other vay. We returned in due time. He had killed two antilope. I shot two
but failed getting either of them. In the morning as soon as it was light
enough to see to try them, we started out saying we will keep togather ti11 it
gete 1ight enough to see to shoot. We went east about three quarters of a mile,
We came right on an Indian lying right flat on his belly with his head the other
wvay. We were clese on him before he knew we were there. He was watching a herd
of Antilope not far off, He seemed to take it very cool and got uwp and appearsd
friendly and must look at our guns, And we looked at his, which was a shot gun,
It vae nov sun wp and he pointed to the Antilope for us to go after them, and we
pointed for him to go, so we took our different courses for lmnting that day. 1
got three Antilope and Orson two. Now we had seven ready for tutchering after
they were brought to camp. 60 1t was thought wisdom for me to cut snd dry the
meat and Orson do the balance of the hunting. He hmnted two more dsys only »nd
we had more meat than we could carry home, snd hung some up in Quaking Asp
saplins out of the wolves reach for some poor hunter or Indisn to find that
probably might be starving, We had at least twelve lundred pound of the dest
kind of meat, The mnting that was done was sbout four end a helf days a1l told.
Orson Ademe killed one Black talled bduck — the largest deer I ever saw, Ve
both together took the second trail before we could get it on a horse to take to
camp, We had a large spanish blanket, I raveled a thread out of it and mede a
neadle out of a stick with my knife and made an eye in one end and threaded it
vith the raveled thread and sowed the dlanket up all but about = foot in the
center and filled it with dried meat as full as it would hold untill it layed
sbout straight on the pack saddle end lashed it on with a lariat, them tying
some to each side of the pack saddle and then loaded the other horses as much
as ve could to do justice and then could not take it all. And then we started
home a due north course and struck the Emigration Rosd east of the cave in rock
at the head of Emigration Canyon intending to camp there over night tut found no
wvater there, 2o we had to travel down the canyon till we found water as we and
our animals wers famished for water. Now it begen tlmndering and lightening,
with dark heavy clouds rolling up and soon commenced raining and 80 dark ve
could see nothing only when it lightninged. Our prospect did sesem dismal, Ve
were bound to have water before we camped i{f it took half the night. Our horses
kept the road and as by iugintun walked very lively. Adams riding foremost,
he come to a crossing of a branch, the horse suddenly stopped, bent down his
head and went to drinking, He hn.{lood, “here is water!" The animals crowding
in went to drinking, Then come a flash of lightning that showed to us a cave
in the rocks a few yards from the creek, He shouted out, "I see & cave in the
rocks close by." I said, "Go right to it," It was raining and very dark, but
by a flash or two more ha found the cave snd we made all possible speed and
furned our horses out foot loose with the larist dregging amd pulled everything
into the cave, the room being so small some of us had to set up nearly straight
to sleep, but we were out of the raim, thank the Lord for it., But, Oh how it
did rain that night, tut had ceased by morning and our animals were all in sight.
Fov we rejoiced exceedingly for now it seemed like everything worked for our
advantage, so we loaded up, started again and reached home in due time without
further trouble with plenty of food for our familes who was in a splendid
condition to receive it,

FOURTH TRIP RUNTING iN THE MOUNTAINS

Fow there was so many without food it did not tske long to eat the meat
21l up so the time soon arrived that I agrsed to go the foarth time mnting,
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So, vhen President Young heard I was poing again to the mountains to nt,
ke said %o me, "Brother Meeks, kecp your eyes skinned for feer of Indians." 1I
replied, I think I can see an Indian as quick 23 he can me.® *Yes, dut they
vill have the advantage of you," he said. "They will know you are a white men
and youn vould not Ymow wether they were friendly ar not. There is old Flk. He
don’t care who it is, so it is a white man, He will ki1l them if he has a
chance.” So I went the foarth trip. Cilbert Summe and his step-son, William
Hyde, went with me and John Henderson, = young man I had raised from a child,
We took the same route and went to the same place that Adams and me went the
previons trip tut found no antelope there and were almost out of anything to
eat, The day we got there we hunted together. Williem Hyde shot a bear,
drawved blood, but we did not get it. late in the evening while going through
the drush, I got seperated from the other three. I was all alone., All being
very anxious to obtain meat, I was deep'y engaged trying to find something
for cemp meat, I sew en elk and two young onee looking at me. I shot the old
one, heerd her run off & fall dead. I did not know where my company was. 1
followed the bdlood till I came where the elk lay deed, Now the sun was almost
down and the drush so thick I had to lead my horse through it. It was a dulified
looking place, NWov whet shall I dot? I then hollered as loud as I could, and
avay off T hesrd an answer, I sald, "Come hare," They had heard the gun, tut
dld not know tmt I was killed by an Indian. They come with all speed you may
be sure and rejoiced to find we had camp meat. But what should we do now? Here
lay a great animal and it nearly dark and we mst get to water and did not kmow
how far off it was end had brush to pass through, However, we all four went to
botchering as fast as we could, took the hide off and got it quartered and slon
1t across the horses and got to water in the dark and was thenkful it was no
vorse than it was. It rained some that night, We spread the elk skia on some
poles over us. In the morning I did not feel right in my mind some how, In
fact, I had not felt on the whole trip as I did before dut thought I would tramp
round the range and see i1f I could find track of any game. 1 come acroes a
1ittle dlack-tailed deer end killed 1t. It looked like a lost sheep that did
not know where the herd was and I think it was the case with 1t, for there wes
but 1ittle sign of game to be seen . So, mext morning we started to go over to
the vaters of Bear River and ve struck the Emigration Road at the cave in rock
Just in time to see the Twelve and their compeny pass. So we passed on and
happened to get in company with Demick Huntington, Thomas Willis, Agustus Dodge,
and Al Buntington, who had come out to hunt, We 211 went on to the waters of
Bear River and hunted till we vere tired and mede a poor out, geme scarce and
very wild, tut we all carried something home with us. While there, I went on
foot and alcne some distance from camp end the first thing I saw then was a
parcel of Indians coming a gap in the ridge as hard as their horses
cound go seemingly. I did mot like it, bat stoped still till they ceme up.
They did not quite run over me, tut their looks and gestures were hostile,
They halted and took a look at me and sald something I 41d not umnderstand, I
eyed them close and thought they were the two I had seen in the valley. I tried
to maks them understsnd that I was a Mormon and from the valley and was hunting
antelope. After consultation, they gave me to understend that I might hunt
antelope, I do beliave they intended killing me, dut the Lord changed their
minds so they did not harm me and I slways have believed I had ought to have
token President Young's counsel he gave me about Indians before I started . The
wey they spproached me is the way they do when they intend killing a2 person.
So when we come to Weber River on our way home, ve had to swim it. Here now
was a dangerous Job to get across to set on our horses and swim over, not knowing
vhether our horses conld swim or not, but it was all the chance, so we put in as
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high up as ve could 80 as not to come out %00 low down the rosd slanting down
the river, vhich was in our favor, so we started in one 2t a time and all got
through safe and the next day reachsd home all right. Now this whole trip was
not characterised by the sems feeling and everything else that the other three
irips were, but the lord preserved us and we all got home safe,

Woen I got home from my fourth trip, John D. Lee had just arrived in the
Valley and the Twelve and their company ‘r’:ad Just arrived. He had heard of my
succese in hnting and vanted me to go Imnting with him, He said he would take
& wagon and fteam and haul me and 21! that I would k111 back §f I would go., I
refused, saying I could not lesve the sick, for I had neglected them too mmch
already. So, when I heard that Phiness Richards would arrive in the Valley
with his family that day, I met him before he stopped and said to him, *Bro,
Richards, I wish you would stop your wagon in some suitable place for your
family and turn right in with me and tend the sick., There is more than I can
possibly do justice by.® Like a faithful Seint, he d1d se. We attended the
sick both night and day, and our success was marvelous because the Lord blessed
the medicine we used, 1t deing such as He hed ordained for the benefit of His
Saints. But everything we used was in harmony with their food.

At one time there vas so much sickness that I was five days and nights that
I never entered my own door. We worked hard egainst the powsr of death, who
fooled me out of the lives of two patients, through my ignorance, Hyrum Perkins
and his wife was very sick when I first visited them., I attended them with a
good prospact of their recovery. They got quite smart, I visitsd them one morn-
ing es usual, and they were so smart they thought they were going to get well,
The woman seys to me, "I ein't going to take amy more medicine," "Why?" sald I.
"Because I had a vision last night,¥ she sald, "and was told that we bdoth will
get well now, without medicine.® T believed it, as well as they did and left off,
and they both died in a short time, I told Bro. Richards the circumstance, and
he gave me & very brotherly retuke and said, "Don’t you ever believe in the
visions or revelations of a woman to govern her husband. It is contrary to the
order of God," I have ever since been cautlous on that sudbject. A vomsn may
counsel her Imsband, but not control him,

Apostle Willard Richards hed one of his wives die in childbed with symptoms
they 4id not understand. She seemed to have smothering, suffocating, siniing
spells, He requesied us to make en examination by dissection, and we found it
to be Dropsey, or water around the heart. Dendelion is a goo& remedy for it, but
tixot a;;e ss::: as & thorough course of Thomsonian Medicine is; repeated till a cure

] Tec °

Wow I will inform the reader that I have promiscucusly picked up several
chips and recorded them in this book and will contimme to do so all through this
book as they occur to my mind. Having no data to base my thoughts upon, I shall
call them chips, although of different kinds. Some historical chips, some
medical chips, and some religious chips.

Now the first winter that we were in the Velley, we had most glorious night
meetings. The Spirit of the Lord was much enjoyed. Preaching, praying, singing
end speaking in tongues and the Interpretation of Tongues and prophesying was
shundantly enjoyed among us. After enjoying one of these good meetings, I laid
myself down and fell into scmething of e trance, or vision, and lost all know-
ledge of time and sense, I thought the people were all busily engaged with their
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dally avocations in the Valley, And there was a city in the sky right over the
Velley with a porch to it, facing to the west and a lsdder leaning against the
porch, and the fool of the ladder on the ground in the center of the Valley, It
vas intuitively mnde tmown to me that the time hed come for me and my wi?e to
ascend that ladder up to the city. I spoke to my wife saying, "Come, Sally, It
is our time rovw to go wp the ladder.® She willingly responded, and ve started

up the ladder. I got on the first round and took her bty the hamd, or arm, and
helped her vp even with me, and she stood thers until I got on the second rownd.
ind thaet was the order till we got up to the top of the ladder, and when on the
last round, the edge of the porch was sven with my breast. I looked in by the
fireplace and saw several men sitting by the fireplace all dressed alike, in plain
mixed jeans. Their countenznces looked very gleaaant and familiar. One of them
got vp end came out to me, smiling and seid, "I know you can’t come it, It is my
place to come end take you over the edge of the place.” And vhen uwp, I turned
round and helped my wife up, for thet was the order in getting into that city, I
thought we now could lock down and see the thoughts and intents of the hearts of
those down on the ground. I saw two hogs in shaps, although they were "Mormons",
One was a large, sandy colored hog with large lopped ears which I thought rep-
resented or was Amasga Lymen, although I never would receive it in that 1ight until
I was obliged to, I hed so much confidence in him,

The other one was a small, round-bodied, well made hog, more lively and quick
motioned then the other, and not so sandy colorsd, yet I knew they were "Mormons",

But who the 1ittle one repressnted, I had no knmowledge. I ‘mew their
thoughts and the intents of their hearts, and that was to get into the place of
the First Presidency, whom I thought I saw lyingz on » blanket apparently asleep
on the ground. T saw only two, Those two hogs went end tried to root them of?
their blankets, so thay could get in their places, They would start them with
their snouts to roll out, dut before tley could get them out, their snoute wonld
8lip up end they would roll bBack sgain., The dianket being a 1ittls basining in
the center, the hogs would then make mach of them and yud them, first one side
and then the other, like a cat by way of reconcilliation, for fear they would be
disturbed at their conduct. I counld see their thoughts and the intents of their
hearts, vhich was nothing but deception. They tried it several times, but failed
every tims $111 they gave it up and started off, They appeared to be disappolinted
end disheartened, In a 11ttle vhile they come to a small tree. I saw their minds
change, I thought they hed claws 1ike & cat, anl they rearsd w egeinst the tree
end tried the strength of their mails, thinking they could get them off their
blanket with their claws 1f they could not with their snouts. So they turned
back and tried it., Oh, how they would rud their sides against them, first one
side and then the other, with the most powerful pretensions of friendship that
was possible to use, vut conld not succeed, They finally gave it up and started
0ff, never to return. At that instant they degan to get poor. The large one was
the poorest hog I ever saw, His back wes round 1ike a rainbow and his ears
lopped down slmost to the ground, He was the ugliest hog 1 ever saw, In that
condition they went off, and the first thing I knew I was at homs. Put the person
that was represented by the little hog, I never did see anyone that suited the
figore as well 28 William Codbe, dbut I don't know as he is the one.

. In this comection, I will relate another visionary incident while living at
Parowan, Simson Houd got badly poisioned with Stryctnine so that he had his thumd
amputated, tat that did not seem to stop the poision from ascending up his arm and
going dovn into his vitals, which would prove fatal, He sent for me and said to
me, "Brother Heeks, 1f you cammot seve me, T mm gone, for if the poision gets into
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Ry vitels, 1t will %111 me. It i3 now wp to my shoulder.® Yever knowing Lobeliz
to f2il1 in a case of poision, nelther indeed in any other case, in full assurance
of fajth, I vent to vork and give him several thorough cases of Thomsonian Medicine
and in three or four days he was 80 mxch better that we all believed that nothing
more was needsd, as ths poision was chacked, He felt about well, I thought the
Job was completed and went home. The second night after this I went home. A
strang yomg woman dressed in white appeared to me and said, "I em sent from the
other world to tell you if you do not double your diligence on Brother Houd, he
will die, for Satan ig trying to kill him.* I sald, "Did you say you come from
the other world?" “Yes," sha replied. "Do you know anything of Calvin Smith

who was President at Parowan and had been dead about a year?" W“Yes, I come right
from vhere he is,® I said, "How 1s he getting along?" She said, "First rate, but
he is nighty busy.” %het is your name?" said . She said, "Sally Ann." But the
other part of her neme I either forgot or did not understand. I could not repeat
it in the morning. She said she had two cousins here and wanted to visit them
while she was here, I ascked their names. She said, "Julla Thompson and Sarash
auit.h6 both daughters of Horrace Smith Fish who 1ived in Parowan. I said to
her, "You must mot be out of my presence while you are here." (That order was
glven to me by inspiration; ®mat I will tell gon how ve can do. I will go with
you end then you will be with me all the time." It was made kmown to me
instinctively that I wes responsible for her while she staid hers, So we doth
went to where each woman 1lived, but did not get an interview with either of them,
tut the ceuse I did not ¥now, There was something dark about, and we went dack
to my home, She said, "Wow come with me. I want to show you e pretty duilding.”
We enterad the beantifulest tmilding that I ever saw, It was spotless white
inside. It nesded no candle to give light., It vas unfurnished, Ko furniture
or anything elze in it, She sald nothing about who would enjoy the milding,

She showed me several rooms or deparhents‘ all exceedingly besmtiful, "Wow,*
said she, "I em ready %o go." And 1 smid "Co." And soon as daylight, I went to
Brother Houd, I doctored him about as wuch es I had done, taking the same

coures I had done before, and he was soon well and lived about twenty-five (25)
years afterwards, So vhen I told ths sisters Thompson and Smith what she told
me about their being cousins, they said, "We know who 1% was, It was Sally Amn
Chamberlain who died fonrieen (14) years sgo at their house not far from Nemvoo. "
I mentioned the interviev we tried to have with them. They both said they was
trondled that night end could not sleep and thomght there was someone there
vished to see them and got up end 1it & candle and searched the house, and went
out of doors and looked arcund tut could see no person, Now, from this woman I
learnsd two important facts. One is, vhen a messenger is sent to any onme, they
are responeidble for them as long as ﬁ\ey gre with them. Ths other was, that the
principles I alm to doctor on is correct. If it had not been #0, she would have
to change my course instesd of telling me to doudle my diligence.

Bister Daniel Tyler, vhile living in Beuvoo, got desperately poisioned by
rubbing red precipitated mercury on her skin for the itch, not knowing the
danger, She put it on quite plenty. He come for me about midnight. I just give
her a few courses of Thomsonian courses of medicine and she was not long ti1l
she wvas well. We need to know tmt 1ittle about ths patient, only to kmowv that
they are sick and ut verry 11ttle difference what the complaint will de,
Thorough courses of regular Thomsonian medicines will seldom, if ever, disappoint
you in performing a cure. It will remove obstructions vhere ever found in the
vhole system, and restore a healthy action where ever needed. It does act like
inteligence. Always in harmony with the living intention of the system, which
ig alweys to remove cbstructions from the system of vhatever neme or mature it

may be,



Page 25

I sometimes look upon Iobella as being Supernatural, slthough I have been
using it for forty-six (46) years, I do not know the extent of its powers and
virtuss in restoring the eick and at the same time perfectly hermless, It is
undoudtedly the best and purest relayum in the compass of medicine, That is the
reason that it is so good in childbed cases, It puts the system exmctly in the
gltuation the laws of nature would heve it be to perform that object, Those in
the habdit of using it in such cases look Porward in pleasing enticipation of
heving a good time without the forebodings of troudle so common to women, Oh!
glorious medicine!

I will now give some items of my experience in Nemvoo, It was so desperately
sickly. I run myself down and took sick myself, I took medicine that broke wp my
disease, tut I was so weak and feeble that the spirits of affliction or evil
gpirits, or disembodied spirits, or the devil, if you please, got possession of me
end come near killing me, They would torment me nights so I could not rest, let
alone sleep —— of a morning 1 was so tired I was almost dead. They would moke me
vork in & horse mill, They would meke m® go round and round so heavily I could
hardly step one oot before the other. Sometimes they would put & pack on my back
80 heavy I could scarcely stand up under it, and they would make me carry it., I
do not know how long I was troubled this way, but I was nearly dead and out of
heart, They troudbled me only of nights, 1 dreaded the night, believing if they
troudbled me tonight as they did lest night, I could not live till morning, being
80 veak and feeble I had to lay down, Being quite late in the evening, I did not
know but it was best for me to go to bed for the night, So I had a trundle bed
pulled out adout the middle of the floor where I could be cool, it being hot
weather. I lay down with & heavy heart, Something seemed to say, (though I heard
nothing) "Put the Doctrine snd Covenants, or the Book of Mormon under your head
and do not consent to them and they can heve no power over you." Oh, joy unspesk-
able. I done so, end covered up my head and shut up ny eyes, musing in my mind,
thinking what will be next. And I saw the three devils coning that always come
together to pester me. I thought they hed kmowledge that there was something wp
past common, as they procesded verry slow, like if they was doudtful of a2 dis-
eppointment, all three side by side hold of each other's hands, The middle one
was 2 large man, dark complection, bdlack eyes end hair, and snaggle teeth, big
nose and high chsek bones, and en o0ld black wool hat lopped down all around nearly,
and an old cloth coat nearly wore out, black but verry much faded and hung slovenly
over his shoulders 1ike 1% might drop off, He was extremely ugly. He looked verry
viclous——he looked 1ike a devil, The other two was smaller and bDetter dressed
and appeared bright and affeble 1ike men of education, One of them appeared to be
spokesmen, One of them looked considereble 1ike Orson Aide. The other one looked
like James Simpson. They approached me with a great deal of camtion for fear they
would not get my consent., T laid still to hear what they would say, full of
determination, They eppeared to be about three feet of me when they stoped.

The spokesman began to meke bows o me and wave his hend in the most friendly and
enticing menner that was possidle, and smid, "Here is Colonel (such & sme) giving
him a name (but I cammot remember 1t) "wishing to have an interview with you, if
you please," With fascinsting and enticing gestures and words to make 1t look
1ike an impossibllity to refuss, but I did wait t111 he was done spesking, 1
drew back my £zt and eimed to strike him right in the belly end said, "Clear
yourselves, you devils! I do not want anything to do with you." And I have
never been iroubled with them in that way since, tut I have had considerabdle toq
do with them in working against their power over other pecple, but they have never
capiured me and made a slave of me, but meny times comes in my presence anmd
tronbles me like & drunken men would, which does not ssem pleasant to my mind.
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But the best way to keep them off is to get the word of God in your heed apd
heart instead of under it, and keep the commandments is f»r bdetter then to depend
on putting it under your heed.

It vas likely 1t was the sams three devils or evil spirits thet troudled
William Meeks while he lived in Nemvoo, They would troudble him in the deytime.
They come to trovble him one morning abont ten o'clock, He saw them coming amd
sald to hls wife, "Send for Uncle, for them devils are coming,” She says, "Uncle
is from homs (doctoring) this time a day." "Send for John Hendersen (who 1lives
close by)! Oms of the devils e2id "What good can he 409 He chews tobaceo,"
(They told me this themselves), I do not remember whether they sent for me at
that tims, tut they did frequently send for me snd they would leave the house
befors I got there. S0 you can see that them that does not keep the word of
Wisdom does not have the same pover over evil spirits as those that keeps it.
We cen therafore see the necessity of keeping the Word of Wisdom,

The second winter we was in the Valley, Apostle Willard Richards wintered
in a wegon by a foot stove alome, I frequently visited him for a social chat,
vhich was verry interesting to we. I learned many interesting truths from him,

Doclor ¥Williem H, Morse was 2 faithful laborer among the sick with me and
was a verry good man, Him and Brother Pineas Richards (was another good man)
and myself was engaged among the sick, We had but 1ittle time for ourselves,
viewing the situation of so much sickness. I proposed to my two pardners in
medicine, Brothers Morse and Richards, for us to form some kind of an association
for giving information to the mass of the pesple in regard to doctoring themselves
in sicikmess so as to help themselves and 1ighten our turdens, So we three went
into the wagon to Apostle Richarde and mede known our wishes on the subject, end
he approved of it verry readily, and we formed a society, And Apostle Richards
named 1t the Soclsty of Heslth. We had a good deal of chat on the subject, pro
and con end the Spirit of Union was in our midst and we hed a precions time of
it. So mch so, that the Spirit iu?anad Brother Richards to prophesy that those
principles that wve was about to publish to the world wonld never die out or cease
until 4t had revolutionized the earth., That Declaration was an impetus to me
that is in my breast today. They saw £i% to eppeint me President of the
Institution. We conducted everything Ly majority, They chose Doctor Morse and
nyself to scour the canyons every Wednesdsy in ssarch of roots and herbs to pre-
sent to the comneel on the next day, Thmrsday, which was cur meeting dny, for
inspection and investigation of what we would bring in, It was a speedy way to
become acquainted with the flora of the country and the virtues and properties
of each plant for vhich Doctor Morse was the most famsus, The masges of people
then begen to prophot by it becsuse of the knowiadge they had gained to know
vhat to do, As the prejudice of some pecple always goes in advance of every good
work, 1t wae s0 in this case, A certain women made light of the meeting to
enother woman, so the second woman would not go %o the meeting becamse the first
women spoke 1ight of 4t. Ome of her children took sick snd died after that,
She thought shs would go to the Counsel of Health and see and hear for herself,
end while thers, the case of her child was so plainly 1llustrated and how to
cure such cases, sha remsmbered 1t, and soms time after that she had another
child feken with the same complaint the first died with, apd she cured it by
following the directions she heard 1n the Counsel of Realth. ‘

Now it was remarkable that no two canyons efforded the same kind of plants
al together, for we found something new in each canyon, The Institution was so
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beneficial and so successful that the public began to be universally interested

in it. 014 Doctor Camnor, a poision Doc. snd poision egainst the Mormons, too,
could get tut 1ittle to do among the sick, Said that if we would give him 211

the surgery to do, he would guit doctoring, and so we did, and he joined the
Counsel of Healih and proved a great bemofit to we, being a man of much experience
end infoligence. I learred considerable by helping him to dissect the dead, and
after I moved to Parowan in 1851, President Young visited Parowan. 1 asked him
"Has the Counsel of Eealth died a natural death, or what has become of 1t?" He
sald it will never die as long as you are living." I believe he had knowledge
thet I was born for that purpese,

THE FOURTH (4th) AND LAST HUNT IN THE MOUNTAINS

The fourth and last lnt I took in the mountains the second year after wve
arrived in the Velley. I took up the VWeber River on tho east side about a mile
and & half from the road that goes up the Emigration Canyon from ths Weber, I
passed rather a flat piece of ground some two Imndred yards wide, between me and
the foot of the mountain with large sandstones promiscuonsly scattered over the
ground, some embeded helf under ths ground. The ground looked droken as though
it had some day been erupted and the smoke or rather steam or fog was promiscaonsly
bursting forth out of the ground, first one place and than another and spread, or
venished, in the air 1ike a cloud, I started to see if I could get sight of one
while coming out of the carth, dut defore I got to the place, it would be gone,
and another would be coming cut at another place. I would turn to that, and
before I could get there it would be gone, 80 I give 1t wp. It would burst forth
in a body or column abont the sigze of a hogs’ head and would curl eround like a
gimblet, twist and would vanish gradunlly like a cloud. I did not understand the
matter, tut supposed it muet de akin to an earthquake or volcano.

I will now relete an incident that took place in Kentucky wverds of fifty
years ago, While traveling on the bank of the Ohio River through a town mamed
Hamsville late in the evening, and at the upper end of town was a niger quarter,
A vench steped into the yard and called me, I stoped to kmow what she wanted,
She said, "Massa, there is a white lady in the house that wents to go sbout three
miles up the river. Will you be ss goofl as to cary her baby for hert® At that
instance a powerful impulse struck me to ssy "No." And I did say no, "My animal
1s small and tired and it is late in the evening," Soc I pushed on, I have ever
since believed it was a black child and 1f T had took it to carry, I would have
found no mother for it at night, She comld have turned aside with a good excnse
and not come back again, This was inspiration for my good,

After I settled in Parowan some time, I went to the city. I enquired for
some boy that needed a home, as I needed one but did not mske a raise of ons.
Some time after I had got home, President Daniel H. Wells sent a boy to me by
the name of Wm, Titt, some 12 or 14 yoers of age. He was dorn a natural Seer,
but no knowledge of the fact was had mntil after he come to live with me that
I ever knew of, GSeer Stonss, or peepstonss as they are more commonly called,
wes very plenty about Parowan, 1 rather being a gifted Person in kmowing a
peepstone when seeing one, sltho T have never found one yet that I could see in,
A Seerstone eppesrs %o me to be the comnecting 1link between the visible and
invisible worids, I am rot prepared to say to what extent discoveries may be
made in the invisible world thro those means, tmut am prepared to say that truthful
gioggg:;riea (I am fully comvinced) havs been made by those means on certain

ons,
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It 1s not safe to dspend on a peepstone in any cese where evil spirits has
the power to put false sppearences before them while looking in a peepstone. If
evil influences will not interfer, the verdict will be as true as preaching.

That 18 my experience in the matter. Also, the Patriarch, Hirsm Smith, the
brother of the Prophet Joseph Smith, held the seme idea, dut stated that our

falth was not strong enough to overcoes the evil influences that might interfere,
tut sesmed to think thet time would come. I have seen peepstones as well polished
as a Fiddle, with a nice hole thro ons end that delonged to the Ancients. 1 asked
Bro. Smith the use for that hola, He said the seme as for a watch chaln, -to keep
from losing 1t. He said in time of war the Nephites had the advemtage of their
enemies, by locking in the sserstone, which would reveal vhatever they wished to
know. (I believe a peapstone is of the same piece with the Urum & Thummum if we
understood 1t).

Nov them, ¥m Titt was the Dest Seer la pespstones I ever was acqusinted
wvith, He was a good boy, tut full of youthful peculiarities 1ike other young-
gters., No particular bad habits for a boy having a step-mother that he could
not live with, and I believe that Satan and his gang sav the danger his kingdon
would be in thro Wm. Titt snd the Peepstone, that they done their best to destroy
him, end they told him if it had not been for that old Meeks, they would of
destroyed him, tut told Wm, Ttt that mg could do nothing with O1d Meeks.

(Wm, Titt told me what they said about me), .

¥ow, for them fonl Spirits and witches. What 1s the difference between
them? Foul Spirits is disembodied, Witches is 1iving in the flesh. Do they
have power over human deings? They certainly do, and every pain, ache, or
meery ve endure 15 attended by a spirit of effliction. Hence, the Propriety
of laying on hands and rebuking it in the name of Jesus, which would de supreme
foolishness 1f 1t was not inteligent, But those kind of Spirits frequently
retorts on them that tries to crst them out by saying andably thro the one that
is possessed, "and wvhat good can you do? You chew tobacco-" And this very
expression opens a field for interference, and we should profit by 1t, if we
don’t, we stand in our own light. If chewing tobacco weakened his pover over
that spirit, why not every infringement on the Word of Wisdom, or every othsr
evil commitied against the principles of the GCospel have the same effect. It
is certalnly fair reasoning. Those kind of Spirits works mostly on the mental
functions instead of the physical functions, dut affect the physical system unto
death sometimes by tormenting the spirit of the persom, I have myself been
victimised by those sgirita tormenting my spirit, and teday I believe I was in
a few hours of being killed by them had I not received instructions dy a
Heavenly Messenger just in time to save my 1ife. I had just lay down for the
last time, as I thought (and I think so yet). Hed 1t not bDeen for the instructions,
I Juet received of that messenger, He told me to put the Doctrine & Covenauts or
the Book of Mormon under my head and not consent to them snd they could have no
power over you. They have never had pover to afflect me in that way since, altho
they come almost immediately, on my receiving the instructions dut they went a
faster than they come. (Those wishing to hear the full story can turn to page
commencing near the dottom.) - < </ This reference is for the originsl Journal,/

Fov, a witch is & femele, and a wigard a male. A live human, but all of &
plece with the disembodied foul spirits, only in different conditions, I don't
like to say much ebout witches ms there is, perhaps, no subject that will agitate
the publick mind to the same degree of enthusiasm as that will, no doudt, tut
mch lmnocent suffering has been inflicted upon persons who new nothing of the
Art, tut such do and will exist on the esrth as long as Satan is not bound.
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As far back as 1814 in the state of Indlana, I lived close neighbor to a
woman who was sald to De a witch, and 1ived neighbor to her several years, In
ry acquaintance with her she was charged several times with witchery, and it
eppeared that the people theught that I was gifted in working against witches,
whether the knovledge I had was inate or acquired, I am hardly prepared to eay,
tut the busincss seewed to como hendy. I was engeged away from home, when I
returned, she sald that Ama Meeks wes Dewvitched by that woman, Anna was my
brotherts vife and we all lived in the same Building, Anna wes strangely worked
upon without doudt. She said she could cee the witch in the house and tried to
show us her, but ve could see nothing of her, Amna said the witch was trying
to choke her to deeth with putting pins in her mouth., We could see no pins, dut
the blood was seen cozing out of the holes vhere the pins would stick in the
roof of her mouth, She was desperately tormented in different ways. She would
sometines swoon away like rsleep om her back with her hands extended each way.
We would put & peace of silver easy in hand and she would flounce like it was
fire, tut vhen we put leed in her hand the seme way, she would not notice it at
all, Several other strange things pertaining to this circomstance might be
related, ut I don't like to talk about it. But we got the enchantment droke
et the expence of several weeks confinement in ded of the witch, tut she dia
not die, and Anna got well =lso,

Several years later, I had a brother that loved to mmt raccoons, who had
2 dog that would track them mwp while the frost was melting in the deytime, where
the coons had went in the night., One morning he called up Drummer to go hunting,
Drummer loved the business as well as his Master, tut before starting, the dog
took a fit, fell down, drawd himself np and trembled all over and wemid up his
eyes and counld not go. As soon as it was too late, the dog was well as ever,
My brother, Charles, told me the circumstance, I says to him, the dog is be-
vitched, and the next time he does so0, you cut off his ear and throw in the
fire, end don't you let a thing go ont of your house that dsy to mobody. So
he did the next #it the dog hed, end when the dog's ear was burning, here come
the witch in a gellop on 2 stud horse to the gate and says to Charles, "My
hmsband is very sick, and I went to get a 1ittle honey to meke some medicine
for him.® Cherles, without thought, give her the honey and never thought once
what he was doing till the women wes a good way off, going in a gallop, but it
cured the dog, and the women was eid to De at a quilting next day, with a
blister on har seat as large as the palm of the hand, end she had to sit on a
pillow, dut che eaid it was cemsed by her ride efter the honey.

Wow it appears the witches works their craft through or in the bdlood of
the one possessed, and by putting their blood in the fire, it punishes the
witch, and by putting their vater into a vial or bdottle and putting it vhere
it vill evaporate by the heat of the fire, it is said that as long es that
process 1s going on, the witch cen't make water, and I think it a very good
practice for mothers to hold out their children to make water ia the fire when
convenient, And & word to the wise is sufficient, and I don’t feel 1like
trusting publick sentiment with mach more of my experience in combatting the
evil influence of evil spirits with the human family, becouse of the enthusiasm
?13 are .Hknly to run Into on such subjects, but hope they act wisely on vhat

ve said,

Now, in 1848, the Valley from a humen stendpoint presented nothing detter
than exireme suffering, if not starvation. The Saints was scattering hither
and thither, Some went dack to the Stetes and some to Californla, while the
mass of the people vas eating whetever they could get. Some eating hides of?f



Page 30

of cattle, some eating bleod, some eating wolf, hawk, and crov. -Some eating
flesh of cattle that had deen dead some time, And while all this was going onm,
1t looked like there was a splendid chance for going naked.

The Spirit came on Heber C. XKimball, and he prophisied that goods would be
had o8 chesp in the Valley in a short time, se they were in New York, Now, in
the zpring of Eighteen Forty=Eight, I bought four potetoes of old Brother Woodberry,
near the size of hen eggs; I think I give him a bit spiece for them. He brought
seed enough with him to ralse about three bushels, He seys to me, "Are you the
man that cured my son John of the toothache and charged him nothing?"® “Yes,® I
sald, “Well," snid he, "I will make you a present of some about the size of dird
eggs, just one single handful." I put one eye in & 1], snd had forty-seven
hills with a hendfull of sproute left., I pnt them in one hill, In the fall, I
mensured up fifteen bushel of large potatoes and verry delicious alse. The hill
I put the sprouts in turned cut a patent btucket, sven full, Verry larg, nice
potatoes. They weighed thirteen pounds. Many potatoes weighed three and four
pounds apiece, The next Spring I put in an early patch for forwerd use. In
due time I planted my fall crop, early patch was small, tut the gradling
them did not catch wp with the groth, Everytime we grabbled, we generally found
large potatoes, We was astonished at the way they turned out, end fust about the
time that they was in the best condition for gradling, the goid diggers come in
nearly perished for vegetables, they said, and they having plenty of groceries
»nd 414 not care for the price, But I tried to deal gentlemanly with them, That
would induce them to let back company kmow vhere to come to get potatoes. So I
laid in goods, Bacon, tem, coffes, and sugar, besides many other articles that
I needed. I got a cyihe for three bits, slready hung for work, Fe said it was
too soft and no account, I took the dlade off end laid it in City Creek till
the next spring in verry cold water and when I tried it, it cut g8 the sweetest
of eny cythe that T ever used, The colder the water, the more 1 hardens, and
roverse the temper by laying it in the sun, Yow my famuy wvas not only rich, but
well to live, as regerds groceries, Now sickmess was desperate bad among the
gold diggers, so they had to etop here and mak other arrangements and take a new
start. They could teke their wegone no further and they could pack dut 1ittle
but vhat they must take with them to get thers with, snd they had goods of all
kinds besides artickles of almoet every other kind, Now there was enough of
every necessary of 1ife in the Valley that conld not be packed away, vhich vas
2 soveren remedy for the blues, 5o they pitched their tents a1l along on City
Creek in a row like 80 many geese.

Wow I had more calls to the sick then I could attend to, snd when I could
not attend them in a case of fever, (The Mountain Fever was very prevalant,)
I would tell them to jump 211 over in City Creek and crall back into their tent
and cover up warm, and they seemed to recover under that treatment as fast as
any other, And by my servises among them and interest in their behslf, I picked
up 2 considerable amount of money besides other articles they would lei m® have
for almost no prics, as they could not tske them away and had to peck the balance,
And in all this opportunity to chest end defrand them poor strangers in a strange
land, I kept a clear conscience and had their well wishes vhen they left. Thair
mortality was verry small, considering their affluence, their ease end comfort
at home and launching out in a country of hardships and suffering.

Now the Valley was full of everything that was needed by the poor Saints,
Especially clothing, TFor I had proposed clothing our women in buckskin, I sew
no way of doing any betier at the time I proposed it. But when the emegrants
had resied and recovered from their sickmess and got right side up again, they
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boonele paady o 2 nevw zterl.  They had o buy pac: arimals end they hed
e of Just such fthings 38 wo nzeded, 1 had an Indlon Porny mare with a
Sue ves in eplendld erdar, but 3he lazyest anime) 7 ever swaed, I rode
Lo Two or thras tiace, imi I conld ms% get her sut of a valk, I irled her with
& switch =nd club and epured her $111 the tlood run down her sides, bul el ¢o
10 ruipese, I tied up s coli and took her to the emigremés. Tho colt being
2bseat made hor ect like & smart enimal. They iiked her Sooks well, bacause she
vould hold her heed high end shov full of 1ife, "What is your price?" says tha
men, 1 ¢8ld T hed no price, tut I weated clothing for ny family, which was five
in womber, ¥ Believe his heert vas ec”tened, for he hended out goods, some ready-
mede, end some mot, t1il ve =211 hed tuo suits each from top to toe, both shoes
exd stoctine, end everything thet was neaded, He ssid, "Fow much more?" T esid
"Rand out, and 1 will tell you when to atep,” He hended ¢ub factory and ecalico
£11 Y wee almost ashemed. Even my conscience minded me (o ttopping., I said,
"Here is & great coat end a high pair of beo%s Por winter.? And he handed them
out without a word, I had them priced as well s I could after he lefi. Ve
thought thet they amounted to about eighty or a Immdred dcilers, 7T had then
seen the fullfillpent ef Brothor Kimdall's prophesy. ¥her: I look back and ses
the Providences of God as in this case, in sustaining end providing for us in
this way te ksop us Prom suffering in so lilkely & memer as thig, to keep us
Prom suffering cold and hwnger. The menuer as this ook place wes all controled
by Providence,

Arozg the enigrants T made money eacugh %o uy a gtalle horse and the best
¥8gon 1 theught 1 ever sew, paying sixiy dollars for Doth and I loaned out some
of my moizey without interest and wus honoradly pald bhack egain, How I was &
leading decipie in the practice of medicine, and anything difficult was discovered
it sesmed 1ike they weuld not make a move without me,

Brother Noblss® wife was in about one month of her espected s‘ckneas and had
the dropzy u6 bad she thought she cewld not 2ive 111 that month was cut, so that
she could be declorved without imjury to her ¢ffepring., The doctors in the valley
held e consultation over her cese and President Yeung with them. They could
davise no mesns t¢ ssve the womsn wilthoud divtroying the infent, and she could
not live hut a fev days without belp, but they would not sake & move until they
sent for me, When I come, thay told ma Shey could net eee how the women eould
be saved withont desiroying the child, ¥ told them there would he no Qiffienlty
in bringing sbout that ebject, They wented %o knew if I though® that I could
take ihe water ovt of thot woman snd save both slive., 1 seid, “Yee, I certainly
289, And Lobelie is the thing thet will do £t,7 I iust give har Thowsomien
conrses of medicine, snd soon hod the water 81l out sivd i Gue “ime she had &
Zine Doy, to the Joy of all whe wes waiching to see what the result weuld be, I
do net think the medicine is yet found and probably nevar will be that will act
in accordanc? with the laws of 1ife and the intentions of nature like Lobellsa.

o @ifferencs vhet the metter Sz mor where the obstructions are, Lebelia will
7ind 1% end rovove the obetmuction and create e healthy action, 0Ob, wonderful
ngdicine that will ect so much 1like intelligence! But Xaysnne Pepper and

dweating ougat alwsyz %o accompeny a course of medicine ari slso en injection.

MOVING TO PARQWAN

Now in the year 1851 7 1291 Salt Lake %o ge to Parowan to iive to help
strengthon the place agains? Indisne, for they was verry doubtful nelghbors
ond committed some tresspassss sgrinct ue which was verry asrd to beer, such us
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killing our young calves or the range to eat and was otherwise verry ssucy end
turtulent, expecially among the women., One Indian struck John D. Lee's wife over
the head and cut a gash some three or four inches long and we like to hed war
over 1t, And if it hed not been for the old Piede Casptaln, we do not know what
troudble we might have had, He was truly 2 good Indiasn., He said he would whip
the Indian till Brother Lee said it was enough if that would do, so Brother Lee
agreed to thet. So the Captain had him tied to a 1iberty poll and took the emd
of a short lariet end he done his duty to him, too. He made him rise and twist
every lick he give him, but ho stood it 1ike a soldier, although his bdack was
mangled considerable, The old cg tain seemed to get tired and would stop to

rest and would say, "How much more?" They would say "more yet," until I thought
the atonement was fully made, The last time he stoped, he said, "Will that do?"
Lee sald "Yes," and the vhile men end the red men was glad that the difficulty
vas settled, It vas a great risk of tronble and bloodshed with the Indians that
was now settled. While he was whipping the Indian we expected an outbreak with
the Indians, as we could see them passing to and fro, some with their bows and
arrows, vhich was against the treaty we had preﬂcrusiy made, for all wespons to
be left at home on thet occasion. Put some Indlans seemed to approech with their
wegpons and we would go and meet them and have them leve their weapons, They
left their wespons, but appeared verry lazy about it, If it had not been for our
energy and watch care, wve would likely have had troudle, but it all worked right
in the end. The Indians peid more respects to our rights after that, The more
the Indisns become acquainted with us, the more they liked us,

The Indians brought in Indian children that they had stole to sell to us.
I bought one girl some three or four yeer old and called her name Iucy. Igave
her about a8 good education s I give my own children and she made & nice smart
vompAan e any cne. She was the mother of Sylvia Meeks, She died at Harrisburgh,
I think in her twenty-six or seventh year of her sge. An Indian man (Dick) came
to 1ive with me and contimmed with me about fifteen years and I never was
acquainted with a more honest man in my life. I never knew him to 1ie or steal
in a1l that time. Him and me was digging potatoes one evening end it was not
time to quit work yet. An impulse struck me to look towards Cedar City. We
could see the road five or six miles distence, smd vhen I looked, I saw the dust
arising in the road. The impulse struck me again with force as mch ss to say
®hot is someone from Cedar wanting you to go there to doctor someone and now
cover up your potatoes with vines to keep the frost off.® "Come, Dick," 1 said.
"Let us cover up our potatoes.” Ve had just finished and met the messenger at
the field gate some iwo or three hundred yards from the house saying there was a
woman at Cedar that would die before morning without assistence. So I went. The
women had a rising in her breast which was expected to break inside every mimte,
which would prove fatsl, tut by making gn incision with a lancet two inches deep,
it reached the corruption and she was instantly relieved and was soon well.

11 My course through life in general has been an inspired course all through my
e,

In 1851 I moved from Salt Lake City to Parowan and remained there till 1862,
Then I removed to Herrisburg and while there I saw more trouble then I ever saw
in 211 my 1ife before. I went there well off amnd left there miserably broke up,
and all through the rascaliiy of the people. I had a good herd of cattle and was
rilking six or eight covs at a tims. And some twelve or fifteen head of the dest
stock of horses I thought in the territory, I ralsed some five stallions end
breed mares. I had also 2 g00d flock of sheep. 1 had 2 two and half acre lot
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and built stons tuildings on it end ten acres of farming land in the field. I
let Samuel Hsmilton have an acre and a quarter of my farming land.

Now the people of Harrisburg began to think they wanted more land snd there
being a good place for farming where leeds now is situated, they got the privilege
of taking up land there. And the enthusissm ran so high as soon to give that
place a majority, which monopoliged the water for that place. ¥ow nothing would
do but to turn the whole creek that way, and so it was done,

It wvas customary to relinquish our right to the water in the old field
vhen ve hed our land given out to us in the new field. This I vould mot do,
not knoving whet might happen. But when I got my land and water bonofide in my
possession, then I would relinquish my right in the old field. It was a right
conceded by all, that a person could do as he pleased with his vater claim, so
1 paid a wvagon to Johm Adems to fence my land, I deing sick could not do it.
John Adems let the time pess without work at my femce until April bdefore he let
me know that he hed given it wp. Yow I was in a dad fix.

Now Willism Sterling, the 1ittle usurper, appesred to de the great man of
the fence committee. I had to go to him to commute the sentemce in my dehalf,

had made a law that every person that had not a good rock, or substantial
foot fence done by & certain day should forfeit their lamd, It being a tremendous
busy time and I sick, I kmew I could not do it. I askad the privilege to haml in
brush as a temporary fence, and me stand accountable until I conld tuild a
substantial fence, but that unrighteous judge, Williem Sterling, would not do it,
And so they took my land and gave it to Richard Ashby, who already had his portion
of 1and, and gave him the privilege to fence with brush as I had wanted to do, and
seven years aftervards I sew the fence and it looked like a safe fence,

Now I was knocked out of my land in the new field, tut had not relincuishesd
my right in the old field, sc I commenced putting in a crop in the old field.
Then went Judge Lewis and Ephriam Filsworth to bishop Thomes VWillis at Toquerville
vho hed charge of our ward at that time, snd told him that the consequence of my
teking water in the old field would about bresk up the new field, Bishop Willis
wrote me a letter advising me to give wp work in the old field and try to get some
land in the new field and make me a crap, The letter reached me while I was
plovwing. 1 took his counsel end stopped the plov. I made a raise of some land
in the pew field, tut only for one year,

It being nov so very late, if I could not have a good chance I shonld fail
in getiing a crop. John Harris was water master. I sent to him, "Brother Harris,
1f I cen't have water to go over the land the first time, I can't meke a crop.
¥ill you extend the time until I can water all the land the first tims?" He said
"No." So I gave it up. So the public had the use of my water claim as long as I
owned it, end without sny remuneration, too,

William Sterling was the controling influence that kept me out of my rights.
and he 414 it by aseuming rights that he never was elected or eppointed to act in,
And the pecple were too wesk in their duties to oust him and glve me my rights,

President Young sew the situation snd sent word to them to give me my rights,
That word did stir up Sterling a little. He said 1f I would furnish a hand to
help fence my 1and, he would give me my rights, which I d1d until he said the work
wes finished. He then gave out all the 1snd that was worth anything, Some to those
vho had their portion of land already, and left about four acres in the corner upon
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the side hill, which was poor sandstone soll and too droken to cultivate. Bro,
Fuller said he would not give two cents for it, Sterling told me it was that,
or nothing, vhen at the same time my recorded rights was eight acres and three
quarters of land and water for the same, I never got my own until I sold out,

¥hen Bro. Hogan was eppointed as Bishop, he did try to set things right.
He had Sterling snd myself come defore him to arbitrate it, dut Sterling told
him plainly that ke would noi abide his decision unless it suited him. He said
he had it all in his own hands and intended to keep it there. The Bishop said
1t wvas not worthwhile to go further with it, as Sterling hed said he would not
abide the decision.

Kow ten years had rolled away and I had fo buy my bdreadstuff and haul 1t
from the north, which wes & great tax, besidesn paying out a great deal of my
stock for it, and ¥illiam Sterling was the primary ceuse of the whole of it,

Now a greater troudle commenced by Lucy being found in the family way, anmd
she said it was John McCleves whom we all thought was going to marry her as it
vas no secret in the two families that such was the intention. John heard that
Iucy said it was his his, and he came over to my house to £ind out if Incy had
seid so, I told him she had, And he said, "It ves & cursed 11e.% And appeared
mch agitated as though he could hardly control himself and said, "Where is Lucy?
"I want to see her, Tell her to come here."

At that moment an animal was seen in my cora. I told him thers was an snimal
in the corn and I mnst go, ut I would be dack in & mimute. And John started
immediately after me, and I never spoke to him sgein, for he went on and got
Mosiah's gun and shot himself in the heed, which wan the begimming of troudle for
me, for they charged me s being the cause of the murder, and thought my dlood
ought to atone for it, and a plan was concocted to bring it about, But Mery Jane
stood up for the truth, like a faithful witness, or I don’t know how far they
would have missed pming me guilfy, according to thelr testimony, although there
was not a particle of truth in it, Mary Jane had hssrd every word that had passed
}otvt;:n John and myself, so there was no chamce for tieir falsehood to have credit

n case,

They wont to Brother Snow and told him they thought my bdlood ought to atone
for John killing himself, and that I had threatemed him and scared him which
cenged hir to kill himself, The matter lay still a little while until Judge Lewis
told them that 1 was going to get the start of them and tdminieter on John's
property and agreed to see them through as a lawyer for f)\fty dollars, At least
Mosiah Hencock told me so, tut Judge lewis denled i1t, Although there was not 2
particle of tmth in the story about my interfering with tie property.

Now in the height of their entlmsiasm about John's property, Mosiah Hancock
and John's mother administered on the estate, belng sworn i1 and gave bonds of a
thousand dollars for faithful discharge of duty as aiministiators according to
lav and justice. The commenced their administration vwith tie help of their lawyer
by making bills ageinst John for things that never existed. The whole family
connection conspired together to absord the whole of the priperty, so that lucy
and her ofspring should have nothing, although the lew was very plain in her favor,
They stumped up bills enough to absord the property or very near it. Judge
McCully, every two or three veeks would come up and drive of P from two to six
head of John's cattle at 8 time, Some months afterwards I anked Mosiazh, "What
did Judge McCully pay for those cattle of John's?" He snswered, "I don't kmow,®
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I felt a 1ittle chagrined at that and said, "Now you are a pretty siministrator
ain't yout" "Sworn to do according to lav and Justice and nov you have let the
properiy go and can®t account for 1¢.® I caid, "Maybe your lady got goods for
them, Margeret spoke up amnd said her mother never got tut one dress off McCulley
end she paid for thet to her certain imowledge, and told what she paid it in,

After that I asked the old lady what McCulley paid for those cattle, She
said “I don’t ¥mow.” I never wes much more surprised. I said to her, "You are
a pretty administrater, 2in't you? Sworn to do according to law and jJustice, and
you have let the property go and can’t sccount for it." ¥Wow Joseph McCleve wus
the most active in the practical part of ths administration, and I thought he
would certainly kmov what was paid for the cattle. But he said they went to pay
John's taxes end seid he prid nine dollars out of his property to finish paying
it up, I said, "Where is the property that requires so much taxest” He sald
"I don't kmow, dut that is what they told me.® They poled in John's grave with
rough pickets and charged fifty-three dollars for it. The old lady's bill for
washing three ysars was forty-eight dollars,

David Ellsworth, Ephriam Ellsworth, Mosish Hancock, Joseph McCleeve, amd
Jim Ellsworth, and a mumber of women pu§ in bills, the most preposterous ones
I ever heard of! They were put in bdefore Judge McCully, and were sworn to, I
asked McCully why he cuffered it, when he knew the truth of the matter, He said
it was their business, not his, It is mot pleasant for me to talk upon the
subject. I will just say that McCully moved to Bullionville, or Meadow Valley
and T happened to meet him there and called two witnesses to hear vhat he would
say about what he paid for the cattle, He said he paid goods for them to the
administrators. V¥ho was right I will not say, for I do not kmow, But they all
had a fat time over John's property. McCully dled soon after this, dut I think
their lawyer never got any pay.

As Brother Snow came and called us all together one night in order to find
out the truth of the whole matter, as I was charged with John's murder, and Lucy
charged with other men, and they seid they could prove it, and some said that
they could swear thet John was not the father of the child. I never sav a wiser
plan taken to dring cut the truth and find onut vho would lie,

The pro's and con's are too tedions to mention all, but after all, the
testimony was given,

"!tgv," say Brother Snow, “1f anyone thinks Iucy has lied, I want them to
say 80,

Mosinh raised up, tut stood silent avhile as though he did not kmow vhat to
say, dut finally seid, ®I do," and undsrtook to prove by Judge levis that Incy
was sesn with = good chence to be under suspicion, but it was proven to the
satisfaction of all that Incy was not there,

Brother Snow wished for all to talk that had anything to say in the matter,
at no one elee did besides Mosiah, Brother Snow called upon Bro, lewis, who
visely seid, "I have nothing to sey.®

Brother Snow had broken into their arrangsment as their lawyer, and if he
had mingled with the rest, he would have been caught in the same trsp with them,
for he was of the sams ploce as the rest, againat me in doing all he could to
help them in their getting the property. So it looked to me, and I Delieve it is
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true,

Now the time had come for Bro. Snow to pmss judgement. "Bretheren,” said
he, "every word that Lucy has said is truth, and I know that John McCleve is the
father of that child just as well =s thongh I had seen, end Brother Mosiah thought
that Brother Meeks' blood ought to atone for John mrdering himself,"

"Fo," said he, "you are the cause of it yourselves, and you will have to meet
that a@h." ’ ’

Vhat started them under head-way about the property was that I had asked
brother lewis {f Lucy would ewear that John was the fathsr of the child, wounld
that legalize 11? Re said I had better ask the Judge, as people paced different
constructions upon the law and that was all I ever sald to him upon the subject.
He took advantage of that — done as he did,

Probedly Brother Lewis was not so mach to blame as some thought he was,
Seeing that the property wes all going the way it wae, I wanted the judge to
take it out of their hends and.;point someone else. He asked me if I would
like to teke it, I teld hims, " I would not have it, "Who them?" saiq
he. I told him honest man wonld do, but he would not, and I was told that
he vent and told tutashuatmyumuwllauthqmm&ulne.
they might continue to act,

- 1 was counseled by those who sav how things were going to arbitrate 1t,
and leave 1t to two mem. 1In fact, Brother Snow told me how to proceed.

They finelly agreed to arbitrate, and B, X, Muller of Harrisburg and
Benjamin Stringham of Leeds were chosen. I seid, “Wow will you sgree to do
everything on the principles of rightecusness, justice, and reasom?” They
agreed to do so, end in the start the o0ld lady ceme in with a bill that was
80 glaring that it seemed to beat everything. It seemed that she was determined
to carry her point, at all haszards.

The two men sav how matters were going, and said to me, "Bro. Meeks, you
vill have to go to law, 1f you get thing." I told them they could have 1t
811 before I vould £ to law, for thelr evidence would be like their bills.
The arbitraters there was a house and lot you can have, dut nothing else
vithout going to law. So they gave me possession of the house and lot, and
Bro. Snow councelled me to deed it to Sylvia, and { 4id so. And never got any
of Jolm’s property except that house and lot.

Nov after being kept out of my rights to land in water in the Leeds field,
snd the trudles on Iucy's accomnt at Harrisburg, I felt like I wanted rest to
my Soul, but the silver mines began to open the avemes of truble right among
us again, although it was hailed as a great advantage to the country. I never
1fked it. maﬂckmssofthammmdthelmdmmud the love of
to wax cold, although there was many honorable exceptions among the minors,

nany

Frank Taylor end his wife I thought good pecple. I rented a room to them,
They being miners, other miners would visit them that were drunken sods, which
amnoyed me very much, yet I received much demefit through the proceeds of the
mines through the lundustry of my two boys. They helped me very mich. Joseph
went right into mining, and Ryrum engsged with Parbee as cook. DBarbee having a
store, Hyrum could get anything wve wanted, vhich 414 help us very much. Ths
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boys could have any credit they wented, but were cemtious about going in dedt,
Barbee wonld let them have anything out of his stors and take their labor, and

it so happened that they wanted to replemish themselves out of the store, and
took up considerable more than was coming too them and as the fates would have
it, Barbee he s0ld out intirely end wanted the money of the boys., As they hed
been good to me, I thought I ought too help them out., About this time I sent

a note by John Ferl end his father on Pre, Starks for & hundred emd fortywo
dollars in cash, They sald they could dring the money as well as not, as they
were going there anmyvay, And they bdetrayed their trust and dartered off the note
for clothing, vheat, etc., and I never got the money, only between thirty end
forty dollers, Now the tax collector had advertised for the taxes to be payed
by a certain date, or be paid with cost. Now I had no money to pay my taxes and
the boys in dedt, and a kind of shut down in mining about gitting money for work
end my family necessities preying upon us, and I owed some money myself that mist
be payed. Now vhat shall T do? I made wp my mind to sell out and leave the :
place, And vhile looking at the situstion for tem yeers bdack to the present day
people friling to pay what they owed me threw me behind with them., I must pay,
and the boys in debt and my taxes to pay, and having my dread and clothing to
buy, It did look like a long shoot, and & narrov chance for ms to ever get
through. Right in the nick of the pinch here came a miner to buy my water in
the Lesds field. I put him off the first day. I was {n a quandrary what to do,
It was against the principles I belleved in to see to the gentiles, but 1f I
don't teke this chence, I shell be broke up. Now what shall I do?

It nov forcebly occurred to my mind to take the money from the Gentile for
the same remson that David eat the Shev bread, olthough that was sgainst the law,
It was to kesp himself from starving, and this was the sole reeson that caused me
to sell out to the Gentiles, Alma Angle and Joseph Wilkenson posted right off to
8t. George to tell Presedent Young vhat I had done, President Young said to them
these words, "I donit bleme Bro, Meeks ome particle.” So that settled that
question with them. The man paid me seventy-five dollars per ascre, vhich set me
right again, and I moved to Orderville,

I vill nov go back to Nauvoo. At a certain time the mod was threatining to
come upon us, We had to stand guard night smd day. Ve were every man counciled
to prepare for the worst, I made me a spear out of an 0ld tadle fork and put a
handle to it 6 or 7 feet long, as I gave wp my gun to those that would prodabdly
need it more than I would. T Lived meer half a mile from the Temple, tut every
vhen he heard the drum that mst be at the temple quick es possidble night or
, With their vespons of defence. Sometimes the alarm would be given in the
darkest hours of the night. e were broke of our rest a great deal, having to
Jomp up out of our beds, half aslesp, =nd run to the Temple with onr eyes hardly
open. I don't remember hov many days ve expected the mod to come every day. It
wvas once reported that the mob was in sight and their spproach was expected every
minnte, I was upatairs with a company or brethren. We could look out of a
vindov along the road tmt could not see them coming. Brother Coulson prayed in
our behal? and the mob did not come, but I understood they turned and went down
to the river to cemp snd come on us in the morning. And an accident hsppensd in
their midet, although it was a Providential accident. A gun went off and killed
one of their men so that prevented them from coming, And that storm Dlew over,

Another incident I will relate. While I was cutting the lap of a large
oak tree, together vith a man named Jackson, es 1t was our day to work tithing.
We were strangers to each other, It was hot weather end very sickly, Some would
teke the fever and die befors the news would get circulated, Early in the day he
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sudently took a very high fever. It vas a sericus caze and he was much alarmed

about 1¢, I told hirm there wes 2 little weed grovwing arourd I thought might do

hin good. He eagerly vishsd for it., It was lobelia of the first years® growth,
Some not much larger than a dollar amd lay flat on the ground. I got some of it
and toid him to eat it just 1ike a cow would grass, and he did so, emd in a fevw

mimites {t vometed him powerfully and broke the Pever and he finished his days®

vork, I mention this to show vwhat virtue there is in lobelia.

About forty years sge, Versailes, Brown County, Illinois, there was a women
afflicted vith vhat the doctors called Prolaspeus Uteri in its worse form. But
the plain English of it is the falling of the womd, She had been attended for a
long time by the bdest doctor in the country and given up as incurable., The parts
were tanned with stringents to such a degree there was tut 1little or no sensi-
bi1lity in the parts. I think shs had been in that condition over a year. 1
never was acquainted vith thaet complaint before, Wt with great confidences in
the dotanic medicines, I undertook her case., I just give her regular Tomsonisn
courses of medicines, vith common tonics or strengthing medicines. I used some
fewale injections of Slipery Elm end she soon got well., Not long from that time
her hmsband eat an overdose of wild grapes and they proved so costive he had no
passage for aine deys, Doctor Vandeventer gave him wp and said he could not be
cured wvithout cutting him open, for his guts were tied in 2 knot and untie the
knot with his fingers, Thomas Harold would not agree to be cut open. They sent
for the doctor again, and he said he would not go withont he would de cut open,
He said he might as well die cne way as another, and he would live as long as
he could, 80 I will eend for Mecks, So they sent for me, I went with him,

Mr. Brown, the mecs r, sald, "The doctor says his guts are tied in a knot,*®
and "do you think so?* Sald I, “Yes.® Sald he, "The doctor ought to kmow,"

it wvas the first time that such 2 subject was ever brought to my mind, I
paused a mimte and sev the impossibility of such being the case, I said to
Mr. Brovm, "When you gut & hog and get the guts in your fingers, can you tle
them in a knot without riding them of the strifin a foct or so and then taking
the gnuts in the shape of & bow knot end drawing it in doudle with your fingers?"®
He said, "No. You are right." I treated him with Lobelia in the form of
regular courses of medicin and drought grape sesds from him doth up and down
ti11 he was expty and soon vell,

President Kimbies oldest dsughter was in the same condition as the pre-
coding case, By being unfortunate while crossing the planes, the best of her
ability vas to sit in her chair on a pillow while her bed was made them get
back to bded again. She had bdeen in that condition twelve or fifteen months
vhen I first saw her. &he was given wp by e but her father, who thought
ghe would be well sometime, bdut could not tell m. He asked his son-in-law,
Horrace Whitney, one dsy, fnave you ever asked Brother Meeks about your wife?"
He said, "No." %Well, you go end see Bro. Meeks. He msy kmow more than you
thipk he does." or vords to that amount, He asked me ebout her, I told him
1 thought I could do her good if thsy would get a good murse to do the practical
part, I would underteke her case, She chose her own mother, and made a good
choice too, although she did not believe that I could cure her, But when the
fourth course of medicin was administered, then shs belleved I would cure her.
And T thipnk from thet time in sbout two or three veeks she was well, but did
not adopt my policy in sending her husband on a mission for twelve months, or
at least nine, until nature could have time to recuperate and come to its
constitutional condition of health ani strength, for she hed a misscarriage
some six or eight months after. She thought herself well, tut prodabdly took
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ny council afteswards, for the last time I saw her, she had had six children after
I had attended her. I told them that she would have to keep hands off for a year
or 80, or she would dbe apt to meet with misfortunes, and she found 1t so,

I don't know what encommiume® I could place on Iobelia to be compitent with
its virtues to the extent of its theraputic action on the uman system. I think
there are but few, if any, that understands, T have been in the habitnal use of
1t now for forty-seven years, and I don't profess to know all about its operation
on the system, Yet, neither do I ever sxpect to until I understand the physyology
of the human eystem more than I do and the laws by which it is governored, for
Lobelia will act on the system in complets conformity with the laws of health, and
when that law is obstructed and faile to fullfill the operationes that nature
intended it to fulflll while healthy, it will remove those obstructions vhere ever
located, For Lobelia will permeate the whole system till it finds vhere the ob-
siruction 1s seated, and there 1t will spend i1ts influence and powers by relaxing
the parts oustructed. There should always accompany the lobelia with Cayemne
Pepper, which i3 the purest and best stimulsnt that is known in the compass of
medicine, It will increase the very life and vitality of the system and give the
blood & greater velocity and powsr. Now the system deing so relaxed with Lobelia
and the blood being 8o stimuleted with such power, it will act on the whole systen.
It vill act on tie vhole system like an increased flov of water turned in to a
mddy spring of water——it will soon run clear, And although Lobelia is set at
nought and persecuted the wsy it is, it ie for the same reason that the Latter-Day
Saints are perasruuted, It is ordained of God %o be used in visdom, The world will
not persecate them that are like them, dbut holds them the eame as their owvn, It
is stated that Joseph Smith said that Tompson was as mich inspired to bring fourth
his principal of practice according to the dignity and importance of it, as he was
to introduce the Gospel, Then we should look on them principles as an appendix to
the gogpel as 2 temporal salvation. It was introduced nearly contemporary with
the Gospel, and in its main features rums in sympathy with the Gospel, even ths
Word of Wisdom and Tomsoniaism runs together and strengthings each otfm-, instead
of coming in colision with each other. Tompson was uneducated the same as Joseph
Smith was, He hed not much experience the same as Jossph Smith end was not of
high parentage, £o thought by the wourld the same ms Joseph Smith was, They tried
to kill him the same as they did Joseph Smith, They lanced him the seme as they
did Joseph Smith, and did everything in their powver to stop its progress, hut
could not do 1t, becemse it was of inspiration and, of course, of Devine origin
like Joseph Smithis migssion, smd has never lacked opposition ever since it was
introduced, just like Mormonism, and thet is one evidence of its being correct,
For the Prophets have said, there must needs be an opposition in all things, and
:J;g heve alse sald it must need ba that offences come, but wo unto them by whom

come,

About the year Pighteen Fifty-Seven (1857), William Titt, some ten or twelve
years old, was sent by President Deniel H, Wells from Salt Loke City to me at
Parowan for a home, as him and his step-mother could not sgree. S50 I took him
in end he lived with me until he was quite a men, He wes quite a good boy, He
was born a natural Seer., Ee was the best hand to look in a Seer Stone that I
was ever acquainted with, I believe the Lord overruled his coming to me, I
having some knowlodge of the sciencs of Seer Stones and being somewhat gifted
in knowing one when I saw it. I used to f£ind many, and William could tell by
looking in it who that Stone was for, and I would give that Stome to the one he

bl Th:iclosest dictionary resemblance is encomium, which means warm or high
praise,
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seid it was for, and they would see in them, I yet remember two (2) men's names.
Isaac Grundy and James Rollands, They both could see in thelr Stones when they
got thom, and 12 they wes sirangers, he could discribe the persons, but could not
tell their names. 1 fold him if he would be falthful , he did not know the eminence
ha would arrive at in conseguence of his gift. 1 kept the Seer Stones under my
immediate controll, and when nesded, I would dbring it out and he done a great deal
of good by finding lost property and by telling pecple how their kinsfolks was
getting along, even in Tnglend, He could satisfy them that he could see correct
by discribing things correct, dut when it come to things that the Devil did not
went the truth to come out, the Devil hed power to meke false sppearances, and
¥illism would miss this troth. Villiam being young and 1imited in experience, he
vas not able to compete with the devil at all times, and they undertook to distroy
him, and they told him if ithad not been for old Meeks, thsy would have distroyed
him, 7T think it was on account of hies gift that made them try to distroy him,
They comminced by coming into the house one evening some an hour by sun where
Willism was sitting on the flecor by the fire, There was three of them, and they
caught him around the body and squeezed him nearly to dsath. I called on two of
the dbretheren to lay hands on with me Befor they entered the door, Willlam
commenced cursing them, They was 80 astonished at that, knowing ilnt ¥William did
not swear, thay stoped at the door, I urged them in quick, saying it is the devil
talting lhrcmsh William, Ve had not hands on him but a 1{ttle wvhile till William
says, "There goes one devil out at the door; there goes enother, and there goes
enother,” says he, And the thres g1l went out at the door and William was rational

After that my wife sent Williem down to Red Creek on an errand, He rode my
Stallion, a fine horse, but verry gentle. In coming back he overtock three women
(as he supposed) who would look dack every once in a while, as if they wanted him
to come wp with them, and hs did so, and they filed off into a little side path to
give the roed to him, and vhen he got even with them, one said, "William, your
father is dead.® “How do you know?" says he, She said, "I sav & man that seen
him laid out.," William burated into a flood of tears, She said, "Willism, get
off of that horse amd tarn him out.* She said, "Come out here a little way, I
want to show you the prettiest thing you ever saw.," The news about his father
being dead and they otherwise bothersd him so much that he wves almost crazy. He
got off the horse and put the dbridle rein over his arm and led the horse home,
¥hen he got home he was so exhmusted he fell his whole length into the house and
left the horse at the door.

In getting our wood that Season we took a single horse and snsked our wood
to a cerfain place vhere we could throv it over a precipce which was perpendicular
end thereby come to 1t with a wagon and when we would get in abdbout twenty rods of
the wood, them thrse devils would meet us end torment William so bad that one time
1 had to lay one hand on ¥Willlam's head and teke the lines in the other and go
home without wood.

At another time they met us as usual. One says to William, "Go dack, for
1ittle Joseph is nearly dead.” Willism said, "What is the matter?® "He fell in
the fire and nearly dburnt to death.® {Was the answer), William degan to cry like
his heart would breax. 1 told him to tell them they was liars and not believe a
word of 1t, and although I knov better. (Ths skin would draw and crawl all over
me) and my hair would stamd up like a skared hoge dristles. I kmew they was there,
for I could feel their presence, and to this desy I have the same feelings when they
come in my presence, slthough I cennot see them, I know they are present. At
another time they gave him 2 book to rsad just 28 we got to the wood pile. He held
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out his hend to me and said, "Here it is." I could see nothing. I told him to
read in it; and he 4id so %o my astonishment, It was a passable discourse with
lenguege and words that he was not competent o use, but the subject was all chaff
Yo good prirciples in it. He got eo fearful he mmet sle¢p with me nights, I told
him to put the Doctrine and Covensnts under his heed end never consent to anything
they would propose to him, and they would have ne power over him, and they never
froubled him anymore in that way vhile I wes acquainted with him. He got so he
would sleep by himself without fear. The last time they come to try to trouble
him, he was upstairs in bed after night. He said he saw them all three coming
slowly, as though they was doubtful., They spproached close by, and one said, "I
kmow they camnot do anything with you now.* Bat another one sald, "I do not in-
tend to have my trip for nothing, I will go end attact that yeerling in the yard.®
And in the morning I found that yearling on the 1if%t, and 1t died, and I took the
nide off and hung it on the pole, When Williem saw the hide, he said, "Do you
Imow what killed that yearling celf?" I said, "Poverty, I guess." "No," he said,
"it was one of them devils, for he tole me that he was going to attact that year-
ling last night." If he had not told me that, I should never have kuown what
Rned it, If I had have known that in the morning, I believe I could have saved

Sometime after this circumstence, they come to him and envited him to go end
see where they lived. I will give it in his own words as near as I can rememder,
He said, "I vent, and close by where we got our wood, thers was a hole in the
ground with steps to go down to an underground room. They set me a stool to sit
on and offered me a glass of beer and appeared lively end jolly and said ¢there
ig the three that you thought was women when you was coming from Red Creek, amd
if it had not have been for old Meeks, we would have had you, but we could not do
anything with him.™ Willlem said they sppesred verry kind snd friendly to him as
though they had no desire to try to troudble him any more. And a neighbor of mins
persuaded William by feir promises to go and live with him, and William went and
soon becoms careless and used bad langusge and went to the city snd I understood
after 2 while married and the lmst account I had wae in the papers, He had &
mining law suit and got beat., 1 believe the reason vhy the foul spirits showed
no dispesition to trouble William Titt anymore was becamse they were deprived of
it by » higher power, even the Word of God, which is in the Docirine and Covenants
vhich ie sharper than 2 two edged sword, which cuts every way, even to the dividing
asunder of Seul and Spirit, Joints and merrow, and the unsdulterated word of God
vhich is in the book of Doctrine & Covenants, snd it deing under his head, it
produced a hale of powerful influences sntagonistic to their influences, and they
could not help themselves, and I never knew or heard of them troubling the same
person again after their power to afflict a person was broken off in that way,
it may be like a Receit for =11 time, never can call on you again,
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A BEW THEOHY ON CONSUMPTION

Consump tion has occupied the mind of the medicsl profession for some 4,000
years, with mors uncerteinty as regards its primary cause and radical cure them
eny other malady on record., And why is it 20? Bscsuse they do not understend
its Pethology, therefore they work on effect and not the csuse, Remove the cause
end the effect will cesse, Volumns have been writen pro and com on the subject
and after a1l their elaborate vorks on consumption, they generally come out witﬁ
this one short answer, (It is simply an ulcer on the lungs).

Now it is estimated that thers is seven millions of pores in the skin that
lets out the waste matter of the system when in health just fast enough to give
place for that ie coming next. But when these 1ittle pores decomes closed by
taking cold, the wast matter is checked in its progress out and has to revert
back into the system, And, as the stomsch is the center of sympathy for the
vhole system, it mostly centers right there, Now the dlood is the vehicle that
caries mry‘ﬁhing and distritutes it all over the system and 1s dependant on the
storach for its next lcad, BSuch as the stomach has, it takes, And vhen there
is nothing in the stomach but £ilth, it has to take that or nothing, and is like
2 honey bee--always taking & full load if they can get it,~then passes on slow,
being heavy losded, Bsing dark colored--almost black, It enters the lungs to
meat vith the air to decome decarbonised and change 1t s color and leave its load
right in the lungs instsad of distributing 1t 211 thro the system as it would
have done in a heslthy condition of the system, But the secretory vessels being
already stufed full of the wast mettsr, there was no room for it to aceagt any
more, as 1t passed along to the dumping ground in the lumgs. The blood being
faithful to the law that governs it, carrying everything forwards and nothing
backwerds, it leaves the lungs with the color changed to e scarlet red, with a
brisk lively motitn, dull of life and activity. Just like e honsy bee emsrging
from the hive after leaving its load dehind and reedy for another trip, and thus
the lungs is contimally supplied with matter to cough up to get smct of 1t,
vhich causes & vaccuum in the lungs that invites a sesp from the whole system
to £111 up that vacmum besides what the dlood deposits, which will cause coughing
enough to consume the whole system in a short time,

How do I kmow my theory to de correct? By practicle demonstration. For I
have hed but little trouble in curing every case of Pulminary Consumption since
I have sdopted my new theory. How come I to adopt this nev theory? By helpiniu
to dissect a young man vho died of the consumption who had taken no medicines
cause his liver to decey. As the doctors says thelr liver decays, and they cough
and epit their liver up. (But I never could believe that doctring) And if
nature did not form new liver, they must die, and of course, incurable, Such was
the argument of Doctor Pendleton, whom I helped to dissect the young mam, He said
his liver was a1l gone. Bul vhen we come to his liver, it was perfectly sound,
That stumpt the doctor. "Well) said he, "that half-bushel of stuf they say he
spif up we know come out of his lungs, they must be a1l gone.® And vhen we come
to the lungs, they were sound too. "How," said I, "Doctor, vhere did all thet
stuf come from that he it up?" He conld not tell dut was very mmch stumpt,

There was no organ In the whole internal vicera that was decayed or any
portion of it missing or gone. Many examinations have been mede on patients
dying of consumpiion mnder czlomal treatment, amd they invariadbly presented a
decayed liver, hence their idea that that was the primary cause of their death,
vhen at the seme time it wee the calomel they give that ceused the decay of the
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liver, celomel being acknowledged to be by the whole faculty their chief medicine
in consumption, and thei medicine is what rots the liver. In all my researches
into the mysteries of consumption, I never found a case that the patient died
vithout taking calomel but what their liver was sound (& vice versa). It matters
but 1ittle whether my theory is correct or not, as long as my course of treatment
1s successful. And that is fo cleanse and purify the whole system of the water
matiter which ought to come omt, by relaxing the pores of the skin snd stimlating
them to a more vigorious action, and thms get shuct of all the impure, stagnated,
accrimoniouns, yes poisionous fluids, that is in the syatem, Then there is nothing
left to feed the cough, then the cure is certain, If people would let calomel
alone, consumption of the liver would be rarely met with, Kesp the pores of skin
%gen ad your bowels free, and yon vill do very well if you don®t expose yourself
mu

A NEW THEORY ABOUT THE HYSTERICS IN WOMEN ANKD ‘HIE-B!POGHONDRIA IN MEX

Now the learned doctors of ths day says that only women has the Hysterics,
vhile men has the Rypochondria, Wow I aim to show their mistake., It is the
same complaint in Doth sexes, Nothing different, The symtems & characteristics
is exactly the same in both sexes is not denied by anyone, and I say the same
camse produces the complaint in both sexes alike, and I shall call it the hippo
or the blues, which is caused by nothing less than the drying or shrivelled up
of the nerves, for there 1s an analogy in all God's creations pertaining to this
earth-—both animate and insnimate. ‘

Vhen any order of animals or productions arrives at its climax or perfsction,
it commences to go dovm to mingle with its nature element., Man has to abide the
same lay, He flourishes in youthful vigor, buds, dlossons and bears fruit, and
vhen he has £i11d the measure of his creation has to return to dust from vhence
he come. Hence a decline commences, smnd that decline consiste in the drying up
of the nerves, just like = cornstock thet has £1114 its messure, it commences to
dry up and has %o obey the lav of decomposiiion t111 1t returns to {ts mative
element, just so with men, And this is passing thro the turn of 1ife with doth
sexes, ~ I have thought that women stood it better then men, and while in this
condition he 1s different to what he used to be. His memory fails, his intelect
is not = Ddright, his patience is short, he things everyone is trying to put some-
thing in his way, or at least take nothing out of his way., And no wonder he has
the Blues, for the vhole man {s pervertsd, end everything seems to be rong end
formost, vhich throws the whole phenominon of nature into confusion double as bad
on some individuals as othors, Some has been tramsformed in their feelings and
mind that they would actuslly look at everything in a rong light. Their organs
of sense would be so deranged that they would see all sorts of Porms which it
does not see, The small would detect odors which do not exist. The touch ,
demonstrates to the brain objects with which it does not come in contact with,
The taste is psrverted and disordered to an extent which seems to an uninterested
observer, impossidle. And the sars conveys immeginery sounds of the most per-
plexing and terrible character, and this is not half the symtems resulting from
the shrivelling up of the nervous sysiem. Every suthority I have examined very
roadily admits that such & state of things is the result of a deranged condition
of the nerves, dbut holds that those symtems is the camse of the derangment of
the nerves. But I hold it 2s setiled truth thet the drying up or shriveling uwp
of the nerves according to the law of old age is the primary camse of all those
gyutens,
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I w111 now give you a narative of an incident given to me second-handed dy
a close neighdor to the circumstance which took place in Daniel Clarks family at
Parovsn, Iron Couniy,

The victem was a girl, some 12 years old of D, Clarks, She was possessd by
evil spirits to sach a degree that her feet and legs, hands and arms, was drawn
up to her body ec she could not halp herself one particle, and they called it
Rheupatism, The spirits would rip snd tare all over the house anl make a terrible
fuss so it could bde heard by everyone in the house., FHer mouth was drawn to onse
side so the had fo be fod with a spoon by the murse. A surprise party among the
1ittle girls in the place was gotien up, snd they sent this little girl some of
their dinner--more than a common man would eat, She desired to wailt till morning
before she eat and it was set by the bedside till morning, and vhen morning did
come there was not the least vestago of a crum of anything to be found anywhers,
altho it was well-covered with a pam,

One day her mother was in the room alone with her, FHer hands come strait
as ever. Her mother stept lnto the other room to have her father come and see,
and when they come in, her hands was drawn up as bad as ever, They then acknow-
ledged it was not Rheumetisw. Her mother one dey went in to cut her hair and
something drew her attentior for a moment and she layed the scissors on the table
close by the bedeide, and when she turned to pick up the scissors they were gons,
She hunted them til shs was iired and give it wp and turned to other dusiness, but
when she did go in egain, the girl’s heir was all cut off in a rediculous mammer
and her halir piled on her breast below her chin and ths scissors was gons, and they
hunted high aod low but could not find them., But subsequently, when stiring the
bed she turnd up the upper bed, there was the scissors betwesn the two beds right
under vhere the girl lay, When they give an apple to her they would find it
scatiered all over the floor in small pieces, some under the bed. They sald they
did not kmow of her having a passags for a month, altho they found under the bed-
stead on the floor a pile that was put there some vay, They alse found what looked
1ike it had been thrown out at the window by a murse, The spirits would throw her
out of the ded and she conld not help herself., The man of the house and the boys
thought it a trick played by somecne just o devil them and swore vengence or some
thing else against the person if they could f£ind them out, Ome of the boys swore
he would meke them get out of there quick, and ventured in the dark smong them
vhen they were making quite a fued and bawled out, ‘you dwmd sons-of-bitches, get
out of here, or 111 shoot you,' And that seemd to make them worss instead of
better, end that mede him glad to get out of thers himself, bDelieving it was not
his neighbors pleying tricks on them. They would leave prints of teeth where
they had bitten her on the belly and arms. Her father tried an experiment by
putting an gple in a tin can and put Buckskin over the mouth of the can and tied
it on good with buckskin strings and in the morning it was Just ashe left it,
except the apple was gons, The girl had a china doll and wished it dressed
different, and when the doll was brought to her, 1t was all to pieces. She then
sai’ & 11ttle girl dressed in green standing by the bedside dressing her doll, and
when done dressed, it was interely differently dressed to what it was before.
After the doll was dressed, there was 2 pins left and she stuck them in the pillox
One evening she told her mother she had been out all day playing with lots of
1ittle girls and had just come home. She sald ehe got another little girl to lay
in the bded in her place till she come back, Her mother was much alsrmed for fear
they would take her intirely off and not dring her back .

The visible world is controlled by the invisidle world of spirits, sltho some
has bodies of flesh while others 18 disembodied, and when the lord designs to
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accomplish a work among the wicked for their destruction, he generally imploys
disembodled spirits.

This nareative I received at the mouth of the girl®s Father and Mother after
the girl had got woll, She dreamd 14 times what would cure her before she would
tell her mother that it was Dr, O. Phelps Brown's Herbal Ointment. And 1t aid
cure her, and the leading ingredient in the ointment 18 Lobelia,

An incident took place in Parowan, Iron County, the same winter that Colonel
Jolmson ¢ame against Salt Leke City with the United States Army. There wes a
Teamster hy the name of James McCamn, a young man started to go back to the States
by way of California, He reachd Parowan with booth feet frozen above his ancles,
He was left with me %o have booth feet amputated, as it wae thought there was no
possidle chance to save his 1ife without amputation. I was at my wits end to Xmow
vhat to do. I ssv no possible chance for amputation., An impulse seemed to strike
ny mind as tho bty inspiration that I would give him Cayemme peper inwerdly and see
what effect that would have on the frozen feet, I commenced by giving him rather
small doses at first about 3 times a dsy, It incressed the warmth and power of
action in the dlood fo such a degres that it give him such pesin and misery in his
lege he could not bear it, He lay down on hig back and elivated his feet up against
the wall for 3 or 4 days, end then he could set wp in a chair., The frogen flesh
would rot and rope down from his foot when it would be on his knee cleer down to
the floor, Just 1ike buckwheat datter, and the nev flesh would form as fast as
the dead flesh would get out of the wey., In fact, the nev flesh would seem to
croud the dead flesh out of the wey to make room for nev flesh, That was sll
the medical treatment he had, and to my astonishment and everyone that knew of
the circumstance, The sixzteenth day after I give him the first dose of Pepper,
he walked 9 miles, or from Parowan to Red Cresk end back snd said he could of
valked as far again., He lost but 5 toe nmils all teld, Now the healing power
of nature is in the blood, and to accelerate the blood is to accelerats the heel-
ing pover of nature and I am convinced there is nothing will do this like Cayenns
Fepper., TYou will find it spplicedie in all camses of = ckness,

It would be very sppropriate for the incident I will now relate to immediately
succeed the one on the preceding page, as they have reference one to the other.
Since I come to Orderville, I have had a good many supernatural commmnications,

In one instance, I had a viev of an Angel in ths form of a right white fowl, 1ike
& Swan, high wp flying very regular and steady scross the firmement to the South-
Eagt, My feelings seomed to signify that it was a messenger with dispaches on
important dusiness. I felt both sweet and solemn, About this time, 1f I recollect
right, the clock struck 12, I don't know whether I was asleep or awske, but it
seomed to me I was both aslecp and aweks, However, thers was inteligence come to
m8 in some form and talked with me, I don’t think I saw any personage or heard
any vocal voice, tut 1t seemed to me just as tangsable ms if T had seen and heard
both personage end voice, It talled with me %111 daylight began to =ppear, and
then it left me alone to mase over what had just passed. In comversing vith it,

I could fesl my tongue work as in the expressing of words in talking, I had a
good time you may be surs, but have never revealed dut ome thing, In fact, I
have, I believe, about forgotten what I learned et that time, but the one thing
he seid to me, brhare 18 & responsidility on you that you have never discharged.”
(What iz that?) “You kuow how to eure frozen feet without amputation and you have
not published it, Don't you remember reading im the paper of a man with his dig
toe froge and had it ampuiated?® (I did remember it while he was talking with me).
"Well, thers is no need of amputation,” he said. So I hastened to publish it by
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gending to the editor of the Deseret Wews, and it got misslaysd and was not pub-
1ished, and T 4id not knov it till some monthe passed, and the inteligence come
to me egain and said "You have not published that yet.® (Well, I thought I had,
I na(ild)uﬂvell, it is not done," sald ha. "Well, T will do 1t," seld I, and I
did do it,

¥hile I am speaking adout this Messenger, it brings to mind another circum-
stence similer to the preceding page. For a good many years passd, frequently I
had spells that required a cup of coffee to chack, and when I come to Orderville
I was intending to do interely without warm drinks, yet them spells did come on
me once in a vhile, and wy family some of them says to me, "Tou had better try a
cup of coffes, You know it used to help you.® I agreed to it, and took & cup
and it did help me, end 1 took another cup the next morning end that help me also,
but had no thoughts of contimuing its uee amymore till the second night after,
Inteligence come to me and sgys, "That coffee was good for you." ¥0n what
principle?® said I. "Your system is weak and feeble, and your blood week and
languid and below & naturel action, and the coffee will only raise it to a
natural action. ¥That is reasonable,” ssid I, "But young folks vhose systems
is not below a notural action like yours is, it will ingure.® I said, "That ia
reasonable, teo." Ever since that I try to use coffse in wisdom, only asmedicines
and 1t has proved good for me. I consider Tea and Coffee should not be used only
as medicines, end then not by everyons, for everyone don't need that kind of
medicines often till they get old.

How my first vife has boen dead about fifty-nine years, and the come to me
since I have Peem in the Territory of Uteh and asked me how long I thought it
would be before she could be with me, I told her I did not know, tut I had done
all I knew in that line and would do all I could asfast as it \dil be made known
to me vhat to do to get you with me, I says, "Polly, are you happy where you are?
She seys, "Yes, dDut not as heppy as I will be vhen I get to be with you," She
\luwt?d the most pleasing I ever savw her, end I wasoverjoyed all the time she was

na,

I wvill now relete a circumstance of the hardest temptation to overcome that
I ever had in all my 1ife, I nsver could talk about it without sheding tears.
¥hile living in Nemvoo I went eway out into McDonough County to Imnt en animal
which had strayed from me, I had turnd to come home and met a voman on horseback
and & 1ittle boy riding on behind her, I had not psssd her dut s short distance
vhen 1 come to the besutifnllest dunch of yarn thread right in the road that I
thought I ever saw., A large bumch, some blue, some yellow, some white, the deep-
ost colors I never saw better. I was almost made frantic at the thought of
furnishing my family vith vhat I knew they greatly needed-—a bunch of thread to
make them clothing. I eagerly picked it up and started home with 1t. Instantly,
ae st as language ( tho I heard nothing) something said, (Whose thread have
you got?) That was the first I thought sbout it. (Ah, yes, sure enough, whose
thread have you got?) Well, I kmow it's not mine, 1t must belong to that women
I met, (Well, who is she? It mey be she is e poor widow woman workd hard to get
this threed %o cloth her neked children that needs it more them your family, end
it's not yours anywsy,) I was beset with such catiing arguments that it seemd
almost like killing me when I come to my right mind, In the midst of all this, a
14ttle son of mine that died in Illinois, he cppemred in my mind and seemd like
he said, "Father, I am depending on you to do the work for me that I cen't do for
myself, and will you teke & course that will keep you from doing 1t? How will
you fesl to do s0?" I never went a worse Hell than I was in, I had teken the
rong road purposly to avoid a house I knev I ought to leave the thread at, but I
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could stand 1t no longer. I leoft the road I was in and went to that house and
delivered the thread to them and told them the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth, and never was I csught in such & circumstsnce before nor since,

And by the halp of God I never will,

Every person hag an atmosphere of his own which is the remlt of electricity
that 1s constanily generating in the system and passing off in a constant curant
through the animal system, which we shall call animel magnitism, which has a
powerful attracting influence of over affinative elements which surrounds it. The
lemperamental quality of that influence is signified by the spirit thaet predominates
in the person and as the person is subject to any kind of a spirit that thair free
agency vill permit, As a matter of corse, the halo of influences that surrounds
them will chenge also, hemce the attracting influence of magnstism will draw every
ong of like pasion right into ite own ranks, And that principle don't stop with
our fellow mortals, tut extends itsslf to the spirits vhich are unseen by the
natural eys. If a person will give way to an evil influence, 1t will contamnlate
the vhole of the influences that was preveiously good, which will permit or invite
every evil pirit that was 2 mind to accept of the opportunity to come in and
banquit in tormenting some person that may have yealded to their influences.

Tims when & perzon in a commnity will suffer themselves to be influenced to oppose
those that are responsidle for the good order in that commmity. It opems a door
for evil influences to enter intec that commmnity throvgh the contaminated in-
fluence and power of attraction of the magnetism of the atmosphers that surrounds
that person. Beceuse the evil spirits are permited (yes, invited) to come in and
show & portion of their free agency. Anmd I know of no better way to bdring trouble
into a family than for a man or his wife to cultivate a femilerity or friendship
vith evil spirits.. Whether in the flesh or disembodied, 1t makas no differance as
to the prinsiple so that thay feel welcoms by them that ecnitivate that friendship
to come into the family circle end break up the peace and union of that family,
and great camtion should be used in such cases how we tolerate such spirits about
us that we are not agquainted with, ¥Pat use respectful prudence and savility %o
persons that enter in ocur circnls, so a8 not to give offence to any except they
are very offencive themselves., But treat them with common savility, tut not
captivate feelings by showing an undue portion of friendship that will ceause them
to Pelieve that they wore realy velcome to a great portion, if not all, the privi-
leges of the circle to which they feel that thay are made welcoms, even if & great
portion of that commnity are grately annoyed by them. Especialy those that are
responsidle for the good order and peace of that commmnity. This principle applies
to foul o irits with the seme force of truth that it does to spirits in the flesh,

May the 19th, 1882,

This morning a few thoughts forcibly suggested themselves to me before I got
out of bed. 01ld pecple that has passed the turn of 1ife should not eat much cold
victuels, nor take heavy draughts of anything that is cold, because they are de-
fecient in the warmth of the system, and whet 1ittle warmth there is in the system
has to be assimilated into tho cold that is in the system to bring the temperature
of the whole sysiem into an oquilabrium, Thus, instead of increasing the heat,
(which i3 one great object in eating) it decreases it, Heat is life, or the
residence of it, and the more warmth until it coms to the maximmm of heelth, the
more 1ife is enjoyed snd {vice-versa) the more cold, the more death till varmth
12 over-povered and the 11fe goes out with the warmth, All men and women are
subject to this law, bocause they ell pass through the turn of 1ife similar, (no
difference) and thet consists in passing down the stream of 1ife to mingle with
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their nstive elersnt, And that turn of 1ife consists in the drying up of the
pervous system, The calves of the legs become flabby and loose, like a cow's
bag half-milked, and every mussle leader tendon and were in the whole system
become weskened and relaxed, It certainly is supreme reasoning that the verry
1ife of man can be cultivated end improved and lengthened ocut on the same
principles as other things, and I believe that the improvement wounld be just as
great in men as on an irish potato or the lover order of animals. Isalah says

in the last chepter btut one, that the days of man ghall be as the days of a tree.
And it is reasonable to suppose that his physical power will develop and increase
eccording to his longevity. All this will be brought about upon common sense
principles, and vhen we learn common sense principles in teking care of ourselves
and practice it, and tele common sense remedies, and eat common sense food, eat-
ing nothing that will militate egainst our health, vear nothing that will militate
against our prevent or future comfort, teke no medicines that will poision the
wystem, and adhere to the Vord of Wisdom that ssys all vholesome herbs is
ordained of God for the comstituntion end nature and use of man, and then practice
it, then will the human family begin to lengthen out their days longer, and longer
as they practice those principles, t111 the days of man will be as the dsys of a
tree, not suffering the revages of sickness and misery that now afflicts the
present genesration in consequence of their not observing the laws of health and
longevity, end keeping the commandments of God. Then will the powers of the
Priesthood becoms more of a supreme fact in the eyes of the Natioms of the earth
in controlling feul spirits and the spirits of discbedence, although the devil
vill be close on our heels as long &s he cen muster his forces to come wp against
the Saints of the Most High Cod. But there must bde an opposition in all things,
and let us prepare ourselves for it by dealing justly and loving mercy, end valk-
ing humbly before our God.

I think if vas in June in 1852, John C. L. Smith was president of Parowan
and a good man he was too, and was much respected. Him, together with John Steel,
his Counselor and Prancis ¥, Whitney, Solomon Chamberlainm, John Dert, John D, Lee,
and myself went on an exploring upo&ition up the Sevier and over on the head
weters of the Rio Virgin and down through long Valley to what is called the
Elephant, where the creek is closed upon by impassabdle high rocks on each side,

We pasoed on down in the bed of the cresk we sugposed six 6 miles before a chance
sppearad for us to leave the creek, which we gladly embraced. We them took a
west course and went some seven or eight miles and come to an unsurmountabdle to
travel, The mountein presented a perpendicular jump of? clear away to the creek
on the north and to the south it was no better. We could lsok down and see ths
beantiful cleer water winding ite way through the valley btut could not get to it
end wve end cur animels famishing for went of water and completely hemed in and
late 1n the day, too. The question was, 'What is best now??! We unamiously sgreed
that it was best to csll on our Heavenly Father who will answer the prayers of
his children in trouble vhen they ask Him, So we all took it by turn in prayer
€111 we had everyone prsyed individually, First the President and then his
Counsellor and so on till we all prayed. After prayer was over, the Spirit fell
upon our President and he prophisied in the name of the lLord that we would find
vater within thres miles of that place. Every man believed it would be s0 you
may be sure wo was off in a hurry without observing mch order, pushing our
animals considerable, thinking we would soon get to water. Ve made a forced
march till dusk before we stoped and found no water, We could go no further
South for the awful Precipices that hindered, smd it was nov night too, Ve
could do no better them turn our horses out and ley down till morning, trusting
to our Heavenly Father for the result, John Dart and myself, before we lay down,
took our canteens and vent in search of water we thought too miles, dut I guess
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not so far. Ve come to such awful leoking places that seemed to pitch right down
out of sight. It skared us back and we was glal to get dack safe, Ve all lay
down with heavy hearts till morning vhen we arose at dsylight through the blessings
of our Heavenly Father, our horses was a1l right snd we started on our dack track
for we could go no other way. But we did rush as we did the night defore. Being
fogged and femishedp not knowing what to think of ths prophesy that water could be
found in three miles, we traveled dlow in Indian file, I was in the lead end
prodably about nine ofclock we had reached within three miles from where we stert-
ed out the night before., I cast my eyes under the glare of the sun on a large
portion of solid rock, but not steep, but horses could go up by winding a 1little,
1 sav a bright stresk I thought looked like silver, 1t shone so bright, tut scon
discovered it was water issuing from the drow of the earth which sloped on the
rock. The vater had not yet reached the foot of the rock which was some twenty
rods below and looked 1ike it had started to run sometime that night, We had
water suffecient for every purpose by digging holes in the ground by the edge of
the rock, and the horses would go wp and down that vock with pleasure, having the
vater above and the grass belov. Ners we staysd several days, not imowing ths
course to get out, being completely hemed in, We sent out John Steel and John D.
Lee to hunt & woy ont. They went on foot but did not get dack that night and lay
out in the mountains, DBut the Lord was merciful unto them in Dringing them at
camp time to a basin in a rock full of good water, Here they fared well and
thanked the Lord for 1t. And right here, as the sun was going down in the VWest
and tinted the tips of the mountains im the East with golden collors, they stood
on quite a mountain ani vith longing eyes and preying hearts wished to know how
wve could get out of that country, Inspiration seemed to durst forth as by vision
—"Look East. BSee the lsy of the country-that is the course to get out.* And it
proved to be our only snd best chance to get out, and we had no troudle in getting
out, and I have been at that watering place vhere we was hemed in once or twice
since thet time and looked at the place whers we got the water, and there was no
signs of stending water ever being there, and today when I think about it, my heart
svells vith gratitude to my Heavenly Father for His kindness and mercy over us on

that trip,

NOTE: Additional materisl found on loose pages of the record. Some of the pages
are torn and the vords undecipherable

~ (In) the year 1812, I, Priddy Meeks, was years old, My father was them
living on ( the fronteers) of Indiasna Territory 10 miles (from) the inhaditance,
aiming to tmild a cornmill for the future denefit of emigration. Some months
previous, my oldest brother, William, hed moved up to where father lived, and
gettled in about 20 rods of Father’s house,

I think about the 20th of April, 3 Indians early in the morning crept wp
behind a fodder stack 10 or 12 rods in front of the door, and when my brother
Athe, got out of bed and passed out of the house and turned the cormer with his
back towards them, they all fired at him., One ball passd through his knee unier
the knee cap, another ball passd through his arm about half-way from his elbo to
his wrist. Another ball pased thro the leg of his pants doing no injury, The
all tore out a bunch of leaders out of his arm as long as my finger, They cut
it off with a case knife. Msamvhile, father jumped out of bed, run to the door
to see vhat was up, and met an Indien right at the door who shot him right thro
the heart, He turned on his heels, snd tried to say something and fell dead
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under the of the bedetead, One Indian tryed to kill Athe dy flinging his
tomahock et (him), It seemed 1ika he was practicing by his not holding to the
handle., He seemed to miss and the hatchet would go passd end the Indian vonld
Tun shead to pick 1t up and Brother would round out of the way end the Indian
would try it again, and played that game for some time., Mother seeing what was
going on out doors, and they shut in, and Athe could not get in, and the Indian
trying to tomshock him, she broke cut of the house (and tried to) help Athe, an
Indien drew en ax on her, she went back, she picked up one
of the 8 that vas leaying in theyardandto{d Brother ¥m, "Run
up to the yard fence (and kmock that) Indien down," which drew the attemtion (of
the ) one who was trying to tomahock Athe one who was trying to
turet open the door in where mother end the 2 girls was, who hed (shot) an empty
&gmn at the Indian several ( times) but it happened to bde empty. The Indians then
ok the dead one under their arme and started off with him, Wm. followed them
for enother shoot, but the Indians would the dead one and flank each in
order to get W, between them, so he had to ot to save himself, Athe

hid himself behind a high benk a few rods from the house where he stayed till
the Indiens went awey, ¥illiam immediately took his family and started for the
settlement bare headed and in his shirt tail and all his family in a similar
situation, not knowing the consequences of delaying time, T hat morning I had
started from the settlements to go home and met ¥m, and his family about half
vay in, He teok the horse Y had and pushed for the settlement, and I toock his
place with his family, o

All being still at the (house), now Athe come to the house, and Father was
found dead, and mother cripled probably with the ax the Indian drew on her in
the yerd, fut she Could not remember it. Her and the 2 girls thought all was
killd but them until Athe come to the house. He told mother and the girls to
(take) the trail and try and reach the settlement 1f they could. I never can
get there, I shall have to die here, I will hide if the Indians comes, (and)
will kill one bDefore they kill me, I shall have to dis anyway. Mother said,
"If you die, 111 dle with you. I will not leave you.” So they all started on
the trail and weat on a mile or so. Athe vanted to lay down and the rest go on.
Mother said, "I will not leave you &s long me you are alive," He thought they
might save themselves by going and let him die, for he would not travel
protested she would stay with him as long as he was alive, "Well "
"there is a nearer way thro the forest, snd we'll take that vay, end 1f the
Indians do follov us, they will keep the trail and not notice our trail wh
wve turn off." They done so, and went some mile or two and come on
horses on the range that wne alvays very hard to get hold of on the range. He
said, "I think I cen’t catch them horses. Mother said, ™ry.' So
along til he got his hends on them, and they never moved out of their trects,
They mafe dridlos of hickory bark, and Athe rode one horse, and the youngest
girl the other axd carried 2 gun., Ths other 2 women wal
them a gun and reached the settlement in dus time, dut nol without Athe's want-
ing to get {off the) horse to lay down emd die. Put mother (would not) let him
get off the horse, believing he (never) would of got in if he had got off the
horse. But he got in snd got over his vounds snd made a (strong) active man
without any show of impediment whatever, All 3 of the Indians was Xkilld defore
they got out of the comntry by the people who were scouring the country in search
of them,

B}
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A SHOBT EISTORY OF DR, MEEKS! PRACTICE OF MEDICINE

Being alvays an enti-poison msn in principle, ignoring poison of every name
and nature with the greatest degree of abhorence, nmot delieving in bleedin, blister
ing, poisoning, or sterving the patients, And for a mumber of years he resorted
to a reguler Thompsonian course of medicine for every complaint, vhich was the
safest and surest plan for success that ever was devised by man, as he thought,
end it proved to be trus, Put eircumstences did not always adwit of it, and he
had to do the best he could, which drought him to his studies what he should do.

James McKann, = teamstar in General Johnson's Army that come to kill off the
Normons, he was brought to my house for me to Ttato both feet, vhich vas froze
as high as 2 or 9 inches above the ancles, I did not Xnow vhat to do. It come
into my mind as by inspiration to give him Cayenme Pepper inwardly, amd nothing
else. 1In 16 days he was well and wvalked 9 miles and said he could of walked far-
ther, He only lost 5 toe neils from both feet,

Case 2nd, The worst case of inflamatory rheumatism I think I ever sav was
cured in one week by taking a 1ittle chew of Indian reot and helf that smount of
{;:lw Dock 3 times 2 dsy, swallowing it all down every time, Jennette Clark was

m ﬂnﬂﬁ.

Cess 3rd, Mary Smith, a young girl, had a dunch growing on her upper lip
close to her nose, protruding ebove her nose, which was entirely stopd. She could
not dreathe thro it., ALl she taok wves equel quantities of Burdock, Yellow Dock &
dandelion in powders, and a smff of Yellow Dock for her nose, and the tumer
gradually vanish avay and left her & smooth face. Some said it was a canker sore
gg:':nutwro sald 1t was a cancer sore., Howbeit, 1t got well under ths above

Case 4th, ¥hile living at Parowan, 2 men by the name of Bishop was brought
to me from Buttermilk Fort, Millard County, U, T., in 2 bad fix, with his back
half bent, could not straifen up. His kidneys and urinary organs was all affected
that he could not walk scarcely a step, I gave nothing to him dut Burdock Seeds
and Dandelion Tea, and in 12 days he was vell enough to go home rejoicing.

Case 5th, While I lived in the city, Andrew Love had been under Dr, Benhisels
treatment for a very bed case of kidney complaint and was give wp. I gave him
nothing but Burdock end Dendelion, and he soon recoversd to the joy of all,

Case 6th, In the first setling of the Salt Lake Vally, Lorengo D. Young's
vife had the phthisic for 12 or 15 years, She could not live in a crowded fort
and had & house built some rods cutside on higher ground. I give her nothing but
Bitterroot and Indian Femp root, and it cursd her entirely. I think she had it
no more, Ten or 12 years afterwards she said she never hed it any more after
taking that medicine.

Cass 7th, Orson B, Adems got 3 fingers cut off of one hand within 1/2 inch
of his hand, leaving the bones sticking out nsked. It was urged by some to cut
the bDones off close to his hand or it would never skin over, I would not agree
to i1t, tut took the case in hand, I give him medicines that prevented inflamation
or a fever from arising in the wound, and he got well in a very short time,
congldering what a sevier wound it was, done by a circular saw. Ths bones that
stuck out grew over nicely and looks 1ike short fingers with no neils on.
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Cayounes Peper was the sgent thet aeccormplished the object.

Case 8, DBarnabdas Carter got struck with a plece of a cast metal drum in a
machine that was going a furious speed. It bursted all to pleces. One piece went
thro the weather boards of a house that stood some distance off, one piece or two
struck Carter on the dreast and side and nocked him down., With a2 dengerous wound,
being unconscious, he was carried home., There was great excitement, very warm
weather, and a great crowl. There was no gash cut, tut a terrible ’Bru!lu, and was
turning Dlue, I told them I wanted them to leave and give me a chance and I would
promise them there should not be left a blune spot of druised dlood under the skin
in a short time. In this case I give Lobella as well as Cayenmne Peper to relax
fhe system so that the bruised bleood would assimilate with the warm, uninjered
blood and become equalised thro the whole system. I don't mow that I give Lobelia
enough to puke him or not, If I d4id, it was so much better,

One main object I have in view is to turn the hearts of the Saints to the
Word of Wisdom that the visdom may be sanctified in the hearts of the Saints to
the exclusion of the popular Physians amd their poison medicines of the present
day, and simplify every down smong the Saints to one neme for each article, with
one moaning to that name, that children may not err theredy, ignoring all the
customs snd fashions and technicalities of the dead langnages that has camsed the
death of thousands of our dear friends, end obey the Word of the lord by using
ﬁolgh;r'ba qatmm;mmmmmmm' "Nature,® and
"Use" of "Man".

Also to simplify the practice of Mid-wifery down to its natural wants., And
vhat 1s its natural wants? WNothing but to heve the obstructions removed, and you
camot prevent delivery only at the expense of 1ife, becamse it's the law of nature,
vhich is the law of life, vhich i the law of God, which is immtable. (Did you
ever know 2 squav die in childbed?)

Then sway with your pretended science of Mid-wifery. There is more harm done
by 1t than good. Vhen the pains flats out end stops, just remove the odstructions
snd the pains will return end come as a patural consequence, being a matural call,
the same as any other call of nature, Precisely there is no difference in the
principle, =nd the Iord hes ordaind means among those anti-poison herds adapted to

that very purpose,

then the forggoing conditions are reachd, we then can raise all the medicines
needful in our gardens, which are well adepted to human culture, tut as yet can't
furnish them all on account of climatic difference. Then will be the time when
there 1s no denger of poisoning our families and bringing them to a premature grave
We then shall bs delivered from the greatest curse that ever visited the humen
femily since Adam first set his foot on this earth, May God help to speed on the
time when the Seints may enjoy the blessings of such times, and Isral gethered, &
Zion built up, and Hiw on the Throne, whose right it is to reignm.

When the forgoing condition takes place among the community, there will be
no more schools of Mid-wifery, Having had an interview with a pupil of Mrs., Ship’s
school in the city, and elso saw the announcemsnt of that school in Pamplet form,
and leerned their prescription for childbed sickmess (Chloroform) (Opimm) (Quinine
(Aconits) (Ergot) and (Strychnine) All of which is as poison a catalogne of
articles as might be needed to kill a well man. I learned that Doctor Anderson
vas expected to lecture in her school.
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Orderville, Sept. 2ith, 1886

Insgmuch as the Lord hes bleat me with a portion of His Spirit and enlightned
my mind and quickened by the same Spirit to see and understand some of the Mysteries
of His Kingdom for myself and not for enother, I P, Meeks, on the 20th day of
Sept. 1886, early in the morning of that was snddenly quickned by the Spirit so
that I could see and understend the things of God. In that condition I was made
to understand that I had commited & grievious sin, had it not been done in ignor-
snce, but knowing my determination at all hagards when I kmow what is right, I
vas then given to understand that I had no right to delegate to Bro. Hogan any
portion of that minietry or emoluments arising therefrom, and make merchandise
of the souls of men out of my holy calling that I hal covenanted to Yy myself,
before this world vas made, with all the sacred promisss that I should have all
the hely needful in every emergency that I shonld get into, without delegating
any portion of that ministry to (any) one else. ZXspecially vhen T hed no authority
end all for filthy lucre's seke, That mach of the demend is repudiated and
detracted from by me, P. Meeks, as being unhallowed in principle.

A1 other considerations, bargains, contracts, covenants, and promises, and
damages I consider as common, dealing between two citizens of Zion, and should be
noticed in the same as is customary dbetween brethren.P yodke

a 8

The Science of Midwifry Demonstrated
OBSTETRICS

In Leeds, Washington Co, U, T., some years since, I was calld to a case of

a vomen in childbed and could not be delivered with all the best wisdom and
talents thet was to be had among the women of that section of country., VWhen I
met her Imsband at msate, he asked, "Do you think you can do her any good®"
I sald, "I think I cen,® He said he had no faith in the world that I could do
her any good, for, said he, "I have buried two women that died exasectly in that
situation, and I ’thomttﬁonmmrmmmchuus.' Well, she wasg in a
dsplorable condition, She had been five dsys in that condition without any

rogress vhatever. All hands was disheerined and the case given wp., There she

ay in a cold, 1ifeless condition, her strength exhausted and her pains gone, &
1ittle if any, progress made,

Well, I cormenced a 1ittle Defore sunset, and by 8 eight o’clock next morn-
ing she was comfortable in bed with & twelve ponnd boy by her side, ut it was
dead defore I commenced,

Treatment, I relaxed her system to the flexability of a wet cloth vwith
Lobelia, which can be dome if persevered in sufficiently without any denger
vhatever, it is perfectly harmiess, At the same time give freely of Cayemne
Pepper vith the Tobelis in warm teas of some kind, and this medicine will
defuse itsel? thro the whole system from the top of the head to the end of the
toes, removing obstructions wherever found and restoring a healthy action where-
ever needsd, increasing vitality and the power of life, giving strenth end energy
to the internsl forces. Ani in that condition of the system, you can't prevent
her delivery eccording to the lav of nature, vhich is the lav of God, and dy
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letting her alone in this condition the pains will return just as natural as the
vater will follov the ditch when the obstructions is removed. It is the law of
the internel forces, which 1s the law of God. This case vas a woman forty-three
years 0ld, and thls was her first child, vhich made her cese much harder to bring
her thro safely, dut she done well apd scon was up and around sgain, (This case
of treatment is a semple of all similar cases,)

In the summer of 1884 in Xane Co., in Orderville, U,%., I was calld to a
young lady with her first child. She had been in hands 2 or 3 days and was give
up by the midwives for a surgeon vho they wanted to send for right off, saying
she vas malformed and never could be delivered only by taking a bit at a time,
They wera much opposed to me and my medicines, tut by the influence of friends
they seid I might try what I could do. I took the same course with the kind of
wedicines as in the preceeding case, and in dus time the child came awvay and no
one knew 1t till she told them to come ard take it away, They feard she would
mortify, but is & mistaken idea altogether., Teke good care of the woman, it
being a foreign body, and not having any conmnection with the living principle of
the wvoman, it having Desen seperated from the living principle itself will decay
and mortify and lessen and come away by littles til11 it all comes without
mortifying the women without medicine, by taking good care of the woman, I kmow
a live woman today vho went 40 days defore she got clesr of what the midwives
could not teke away. Shs was controld by my counsel.

Case 3rd. In October, 1884 at Mt. Carmel, Xane Co., U.T. I wes calld to see
2 woman 17 years old, Shs had been some £0 or 70 hours in hands by the midvives
and had give her out as being so melformed that thers was no posidle chance for a
safe delivery, and had much opposition sgainst my giving her Lobelia. (One of the
best evidences of its being ordaind of God for the benefit of mankind, because the
devil never opposes only what is of God, and his Emisaries wvas so visible to me
that I could, 1t seemed to me, almost sce them with my natural eyes, and vithout
the assistance of Inspiration I would certainly been overcome, But dy the help of
the Lord I succesded in delivering the woman of & desd featus, and in all 3 of
these cases, the featus was dead defors I was ¢alld, But the womsn dons well &
had no relaps whatever, and the very same treatment will prevent abortion if the
featus is not dead or disorganised, but 1f alive it will remove the obstructions
and restore a healthy action to both mother and child and prevent abortion,

Ch, vhat & vonderful msdicine it mast bs to work in complete conformity with
the intentions of nature, which is the laws of 11fe and health, which is the laws
of the internal forces, vhich is the laws of the Tternmal God, which, I believe is
a portion of the Holy Chost just suiteble for this universe, (Less refined than
for higher uges) and we call it electricity, What is the difference betwsen
electricity, oxigen, ether, or rather etherral, and a suitable grade or degree of
coerses or less refind portion of the Holy Chost just adspted for the controling
agent of this universe in its present condition, and when the earth becomes
sanctified, will it not be governd by the Spirit of a higher law, and a more
refind Spirit than that which governs it in its present condition? Is not the
Spirit or mental powers of man as liable to be sick or diseasd as the physical,
or tabernacle of man? If so, the spirit of man needs docktoring as well as the
body and as the principle of impurity is the cause of all our maladies, the
principle of purity is as mach above impurity as heaven 1s above the earth and
God, in the Word of Visdom, has told us that he has ordaind o1l wholesome herbs
for the constitution end nature and use of men, and they are every one pure amd
holy and anti-peison in their effect on mankind and of equal virtue vith the
Priesthood on the sick, and when that vhich is pure and holy is applyed to the
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tabernacle of man ocutwerdly (vhich was the ancient order of using ointment) the
absorbing principle of the system will invite the application thro the whole
tabernacle, poermeating every nock and corner in the whole system with the princi-
ple of purity, which will supplant every principle of impurity and it will depart
as tho it was inteligent, for they have no more commnion than Christ & Beliel,
their element being deamatrically opposite to each other, like the tadpole and
nountain trout., If they were to swap locations, they would both die; the tadpole
can't live in pure water, neither can the fish iin in poison water ilke the tad-
pole, The Lord told Moses to take U4 articles of different spices, giving the
amount of each kind and the neme of the pices also, and compound them together
end apnoint the Priest with it, and they would bBe holy (Pure and holy is senonimous
terms) and whoever should touch it should de holy,

The 7th of Oct. 1884, in open deylight, I had a vision, The first I new, I
found myself in company vith a munder of Saints or Angels in the Temple, or some
other sacred place. I kmew no one tut Apostle Woodru? and John Allen. I was
told that Johm Allen was worthy. Bro. Woodrmf said to me, "Bro., Meeks, you have
been trying to sanctify yourself and sét your house in order and have failed,
Your tadble is a nuclus for tea drinkers and the Will of the Lord is that that
should cease."™ I replied, "Sarsh don’t give milk enough for her daby and thinks
that tea will help her give more milk,* He replied, "Should she think that
violating the Will of the Lord would obtain mors miik, rather than doing His Will
and trust His mercy?” He further caid, “You have been thinking adbout having Mary
Jans go into the practice of Midwifery, wvhich is ome of the most responsidle
positions that the mothers in Ierael is calld on to £i11. For such a position
she as yet is not prepared. She must purge herself of some evils which she has
not as yei overcoms. She arrogates to much independence to herself, regardless
of the relationship she holds in the family circle. According to the lLaw of the
lord, she should study that and try to live uwp to it." I seid, "Gidd; Hogan was
Fom of as going into the practice too. What do you think of her?® He replied,

She needs a preparation, dut not to the same extent."

I thought it wisdom not to write any more of the vision, altho I had quite
an interview for some time,

A short history of Dr. Meeks! femal relief pills, which has lately been
demonstrated dy the practicle use of the herds of vhich they are composed,
Those pills are compounded wholely out of those wholesome herbs that the Lord
said in the Word of Wisdom He had ordained for the constitution amd nature
end use of man and He has suffered nothing to enter into those pills antagonistic
to the Word of Wisdom. They are all emti-poison snd are compounded as to act
upon every organ of the whole system at the same time, removing obstructions in
the system wherever they are found and restoring a& healthy action whersver it is
needed, clesmsing the blood and purifying the viciated and acrimonios fluids of
the system, perfectly harmonizing with the laws of 1ife and health, Also in
perfect harmony with any food that memkind ought to eat or drink, They are so
compounded and modified as to be edspted to mals or female of 811 ages and in
all conditions of 1ife, woriting in the system, mild, pleasant, and slowv, not
interfering with any occupation you may be engaged in, It is at the same time
especially necessary to observe the Word of Wisdom and a hygeanic course of diet,
Two pills morning and night for an adult is a comon dose,

These female rolief pills in their present combination and proportions is
designed for comon use, and common complaints of every neme and nature, But when
serious cases of midwifery occurs, he takes a few articles of the same medicines
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that is in these pills and so proportions them together as to furnish streangth
and power to expel desd children without any denger or bad results following.

Three or 4 cases of midwifery where they declared that delivery was absolutely
out of the question and declared the women was so malformed they wanted to send
right off for a surgeon, and in all these cases, and more that might be related,
every one was safely delivered of thelir dead chhdran end & speedy recovery follow-
od without eny relsps. One case in detale will suffice for the rest of the cases,
as all wvas similar,

A woman 43 years old, never had any children till that age, vhen she sent
out and was in hands 5 deys and had all the midvife skill they wanted, without
any prospect of success, V¥Yhen I cams, I found & serious case indesd. There she
lay in & cold and nesrly a 11feless condition, her sirength exhsusted, hsr pains
ell gone, and truly in & lementable situation. A 1ittle before sundown I began
glving her medicines with some other appliances, and by 8 ofclock next morning
the vas delivered safely of a dead child weighing 12 1bs, and a very speedy re-
covery was had vithont any relsps,

Those women that have used those medicines befores confinement as a prepare-
tory means have received great benmefit thereby, both in speed and ease. One case
3 1/2 hours from the time she first knew what was the matter till she was safely
delivered of a fine boy, and both done well, Two other cases only 3 hours,
another case of 1 1/2 hours after the midwife arrived, she having to go not over
100 rods, and those that was miserable before confinement found relief by using
those piils, Two pills twice a day,

In midwifery these msdicines does nothing less than remove the obstructions
and the pains will return as = natural consequence and delivery cannot be pre-
vented only at ths expense of 1ife, It is a natural law that camot be controld
no more than you can make water run up hill. Clesr out the ditch and you will
not have trouble about the waters coni:xi. So likewise remove the obstruction
and the pains will come and the child with them. One is & principle that can-
not be controld as much as the other, It is the law of naturs, vhich is the law
of 11fe, vhich is ths law of God, which is immtable.

Hever look after the pains, but look after the obstructions till they are
removed, and the object will be obtaind without any more of your help and you
can’ t prevent it, only by sacrifising 1ife.

A dreem of Manifestation the 10th dey of May, 1884, This morning after
daylight at an umsual hour, I fell into a very plessant quiete slumber, I
found myself at a meeting of elderly men and at few women, I knew no one there
but old Bro. Johm Dalton, I shook hands with him and sat down in a chair that
vas set for me, 1 felt heppy. I lookd in one corner of the room and sav a
1ittle girl in a fit. I rose up snd went to her and laid my hends on her head
together with John Delton., I said, "Brethren, I wish ons or two more would come,®
which was promply obeyed. I then cast my eyss around and asked whose child is
this? The snswer was (Bro., Sturdies) = name I never heard before. I then asked
"How old is she?" (¥Wine years old today) was the answer, We then administered
to her in the neme of the Lord Jesus Christ, I being mouth, and rebuked the Foul
Spirit and 1t instantly left the girl calm, quiet, and as much relaxed es any
person, vhich brought to my mind with great force what the Prophet Joseph Smith
said—It wvas Satan's tusiness to draw up or bind up the bodies of the people &
then teke possession of them and control them,
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A remedy for Diptheria I never knew to fally Give a good thorough emstic of
Lobelia and bathe the throat from ear to ear and gergle also with a liquid made by
putting tuwo teaspoons full of finely pulvised lodelia seeds and the same amount of
Cayenne Fepper into one quart of good keen vinegar, and go through the operation
of bathing end gargling as often as tho emergency of the case may require.

This course will meet the poison both inside and out and distroy its power.
Lodelia being the most powerful anti-poison that is known, you need not be efraid
of it. It is perfectly harmless and operates exactly with the laws of 1ife and
heaith,

P. Meeks

LOBELIA
Ite principles, properties, and effects upon the human system, ete.

18%, lobella is the most powerful diffusive stimmlant known in medicine,
After taking a dose, it instantly permeates the whole system, removing obstructions
wherever found and restoring a healthy action wherever needed and is one of the
most poverful relaxants known in the science of medicine, and yet perfectly harm-
less in all ite operations upon the humen system, being in perfect harmony with
the lawes of 1ife and health, And 2 surer, quicker and more powerful anti-poison
(1 think) is not ¥mown, and probadly never vill be,

As an instance, I attended a case of hydrophobia-~a boy 10 or 12 years of
age, Philetus Davis by name,..Having been bitten by a rabid dog. ILobelia vwas
administered. He recovered perfact health and says he has never had a tremor
of the corplaint. He now lives at Toquerville and hat a large family.

2nd. lobelia performs all of its cures by destroying the poisons in the
systen caused by the viticated and acrimonious fluids of the system that cemses
80 much 111 health, When taken inwardly, 1t acts like Intelligence. No matter
vhere the obstruction is found in the system, 1t concentrates its power and in-
fluence on that spot and will diffuse itsel? through the whole system till it
finds that spot and overcome the complaint by relaxing the parts and scattering
the pain end misery, causing it to escape with pergpiration and neutralising the
poison in the blood, While that portion of the poison that might escape through
the pores of the skin should be met with the tincture of Lobelia outwardly as a
wesh, (It does act 1ike Intelligence). The same dose that would deliver a dead
foetus speedily will prevent an abortion if the child were alive., No odds what
effect is required to help the lews of 1ife and health, it will operate or work
exactly to that end, I never knev any bad results to follow 1ts operations,
and I have used it nearly fifty years. You need not inguire of the patient vhere
or vhat 1s the nature of the complaint, Give the Lobella and 1t will find the
disease and assist nature to overcome it., You mmst never scald Lobdelia or it
will render it perfectly inert. It will not act upon a dying person.

From Dr. Horton Howard!s Materia Medica, pg. 260, 1lo™elia Inflatra is &
biennial plant, growing from eight to thirty inches high; stem erect, milky,
branched. ILeaves alternate, milky, oval, or oblong, acute, edges jagged with
uequal teeth, Flowers amiteraﬁ along the branches, small, pale blue. Seeds
many, very minute, drown, resembling tobacce seeds.
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Being biennial, it throws out the first year only a few radical roundish
lesves laying close to the groundy The next year it produces the stem,

Branches and seeds. The leaves and roots of the first year are as pover-
ful as the mature plant, excepting the seeds, which are the strongest,

The Iobelia is the most valuable and effecient emetic known, its full merits
being scarcely appreciated, even by those who are in the habit o? meking frequent
use of it, Tt also acts as a sndorific, expectorant, and diffussdle stimmlant,
and for the relief and sven cure of astfm; end as an antispasmodic, its equal
has not yet come to the kmowledge of the world., As a2 stimmlant it extends its
effects to every part of the system, removing obstructions and restoring a2 heal thy
action vherever one exists or the other is needed. Its action or effects msy often
be sensibly felt or kmown by a prickling sensation over the system, particularly in
the fingers and toes.

Professor Rafinesque says that some of the medicinsl properties of Lobella
were known to the Indisns, it being used by them to clear the stomach and head in
their great councils., As an antidote to poisons of all kinds, whether animael or
vegetadble, the Lobelia stands unrivalled. Particularly in the cure of hydrophobia,
The Lobelia is used in powder, in fusion or tincture, of the leaves and peds, or
the seeds, either lingly by itzelf or compounded with other articles. The Dest
time to gather it is in the fall when the leaves are begiming to turn yellow, as
the seed is thon ripe, and we have the advantage of the whole plant.

Doctor Coffin, of England, ssys in his Treatis on Lobelia that Lobelia is
the best Midwife in the world, and I believe it from actual knowledge by experience
an:fif the general publick would believe it, i1t would save a vast amount of
suffering.

Orderville, July 23, 1882

The following catalogus of roots and herds is prominently stimlant or
astringent or bitter, or duretic or emmenegogue as under their appropriate hesd.
But they el11 possess more properties then one, but these are the leading properties
as under the sppropriate head:

Stimlapnt Astringent Zxmenesogue Bitter
Lobelia Barberry Bark Pennyroil Golden Seal
Cayenne Pepper Sumach Tansy Mountein Grape
Rlack Pepper Raspberry Queen of the Meadow Balmony
Ginger Cranesbill 811k Root Columbo Root
Horseradish Red Dock Root Assofoetdia Bitter Root
Cinnamon Tan Bark Catnip Barderry Bark
Catalp Swamp Dogwood Hoarhound Hops
Hoarhound lLarbm or urva ursa Blue Cohosh Gum myrrh
Tea Cingquefoil Black Cohoeh Qnaking Asp
Coffes Chokecherry Indisn Root Tansy
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White 01l Linament

Take Bgnal peris of Sweet oll and spirits and salt petre, a tablespoon each,
and one hen's egg., Pul it into 1 pint of best vineger, shake well together
several times., Cood for rheumatism swellings of all kinal, aches and pains of
any kind wvhatever

Stone in the Rladder

Take the size of & pea concentrated lye, Put 1t in a teacup of vater. When
the scum rises, ektim 1t 0off, puur the balance into & bottle with a glass stopper
to 1t, except the drags, throw that away. A hal? teaspoonful is a doss to dissolve
the stone in the bladder, teken several times a day, (Commmicated to me).

Deuretics
Sumach leaves Spearmint
Elder Bark Queen of the Meadow
Parsley Root Roarhound
Dandelion Mullien
Horse Radish Watermellon Sseds
Silkveed Root Sweet Pink, top and root
Pumpkin Seeds Button Snake Root
Juniper Berries Virginia Snake Root

To cure swelled joints: Teke 2 hen eggs, beat fine, Put in 1 tablespoonful
each of table ealt and Black peper in one pint of good vinegar. Mix it well
together. Amoint with it, rubing it downwards with the hand several times a day.

To relax any contraction of the systsm whatever: Teke equal quantities of
Tellow dock, dandelion, Burdock and Lobelia all finely pulverised and put at the
rate of 8 ounces to 1 quart of best slcohol, lLet it stand ten days. Shake it
frequently. Use this as a wash, always rubing it dowimwerds with the hemds,

To make good vinegar
10 Gals, of soft water

1 1d, of acetic acld or equivalent ) .5 i3 el Sogether, and in e few days
in good wine & 1 quart of Molasses °

DR, THOMSON®'S RECEIPTS
Compoaition Powlers

2 1b, Bayberry Bark Teke ons gal, of best alcohol

1 9 Ginger 1 1b, of Gam Myrrh :

1 * Hemlock Rark 1 ounce Cayemme

2 Ounces Cayenne Bottle 1t up end shake it every day
2 "  Cloves for ten (10) days,

Finely Powdered & Well mixed,
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DR, THOMSON'S RECEIPTS (Cont'd.)

To Color Turkey-Red

2 Ouncos of Cochinsal ) Boil themthres{3) hours, lLeave five (5) galons of
1 1b, Madder ) the die in the kettle. Put in the dye one hour and
1 1b, red Sanders ] kesp the dye warm, This quentity is for 5 lbe. of
2 Ounces Alum deep turky-red in Cotten and 4 1bs. in Searlet VWool,
1 Ounce of Red Arsenic )

Take ons gallon of best alcohol; 1 1b. of gum myrrh; 1 ounce Cayemne and
bottle it up and sheke it wp every day for 10 days.

Good strong vinegar and soot or eggshells will do to cure the Yellow
Jaundice in most cases,

. It ie eaid that the root of the Blue Flag 1s such s sovereign remedy for
the toothache that the pain ceases the instant 1t is chawed.

For Cenker in the Throat: Burned Coperas put in soft grease end rud it in
behind the turn of the jaws and behind the ears gnd the throat snd top of the
head several times,

A Revelation given through President John Taylor at Selt City, Utah
Territory on Saturday, April the 14th 1883 in ansver to the question, Show unto
us Thy Will O Lord concerning the orgamisation of the Seventies,

“What ye have written is My Vill and is acceptable unto me; and furthermore®
Thas salith the Lord unto the First Presidency and the Twelve and unto the Seventies
and unto all, "My Holy Priesthood, let mot your hearts be trombled, neither de ye
concerned about the mensgement and organigation of my Church and Priesthood and the
accomplishment of my work. Fear me and observe my lawe, and I will reveal unto you
from time to time, through the chemnels that I have appointed everything that shall
bs necessary for the future developements end perfection of My Church for the
ad justment and rolling forth of My Kingdom amd for the building wp and the
establishment of my Zion, for ye are my Priesthood and I am your God, Even so, Amen,
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CRDERVILIE (Coppied) Oct. 22nd A.D, 1888
(Original wes written in March or April 1888)

Brother Joseph Mesks—

I'm told your financisl affairs here seen dreary,

That you are perplexed and your mind grows weary,

It is hard for you in one sense of the word,

For you've been a free man—you've not been a caged dird,
Your money was spent 28 quick as you earned it,

Life's 1esson in that wvay you could not have learnad it.
Providence wrought you thies change. ILook e2dout you.
Satan is trying hie utmost to rout you,

He knows what you've done and tis his place to try you
To drive from you hope and to keep 1ight from nigh you.
I know Nellie's tried, She's not uwsed to this wvay

Of pinching and saving to live day by day. ‘

0f course this is hard, but wouldn’t you rather

Keep your lambs in the fold, still trusting in Father
That he will a home for the falthful provide

But you lmow that you must Hi's good pleasure adide,

0 think not of taking wp mining n

¥here is found crime, vices, and low-moraled men,

For you have coms up to a much drighter light.

And Satan tries harder %o tempt you from right,

Just think of your ?mnt:, how they’ve lived and worked,
The hard times they've passed through., Have they ever Shirked?
No. TYour dear Father has been an 18

of truth and honor, and you sre a sample

of just vhat he was sixty odd years ago.

But you have so much detter tsaching, you kmow.

Unle2s you gmst do it, don’t leave your dear mother

Nor sisters whoe lovingly cling to their brother,

0 leave not your friends without reason enough

To show you're not fickle or such flimsey stuf

For sake of dear friends, some who sleep neath the sod,
Forever abide with ths people of God.

- Mary S, Fowler



