THE RALFHS FAMILY /
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Three sons ol Benjamin Ralphs and Mary Edwards

immigrated from Shropshire England to America. Richard scttled
in Calilornia. His descendants, who own the large grocery stores
there, have never joined the charcli. We find records whiclh show
that the two young men, William Benjamin Ralphs, aged 29
vears, and Thomas Ralphs, aged 26 ycars were in Nauvoo, [1linois
in 1845, Where they joined the Church we do not know but the
Early Climirch Records state that Thomas and William were both
baptized in February, 1841, Also, there is record of both of these
men atd Sarah Johmson, the wile of Thomas having received
’atriarchal Blessings from Johin Simith on the 15 Sept, 1845,
Thomas was ordained a Scvenly 8 Oct, 1845, William Benjamin
Ralphs told his children storics of how he was with others in the
Nauvoo Temple when mobs cammce and drove them out.

WILLIAM BENJAMIN RALIPULS, born May 6, 1816 and Elizabeth
Brooks, hort 30 March, 1819 daughter of Samucl and Mary
Iirooks, were marricd 10 May 1841 three months after his
baptism. IExactly one year later, 10 May, 1842 Thomas was
marricd to Sarah Johmson, daughier ol Joseph and Margarel
Johnson. Both ol these familics went to Utah with the Pionecrs.
There is a record of Sarah Ralphs re-baptism in Salt Lakc City 28
Sepl. 1851, also of William Benjamin being ordainced a Sceventy in
April, 1852 whiich would have been alter he had recached the
Vallcy.
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Williams Benjamin Ralphs and Elizabeth Brooks were born in
Nanvoo, Mary Ellen in 1842 followed by Samuel and Sarah who
both dicd in Nauvoo. After having been driven from Nauvoo,

they apparently lived in Burlington, DecMoines Co. lowa, for
another son, William, was bom there in 1847 living only nine
days. Then JOSEPH was born 10 July 1849 in the same place.
The next year the family of four, the father and the mother with
cight year old Mary Ellen and once year old Joseph crossed the



plains to Salt Lake City. Here the next four children were bort.
Thomas, who dicd at ten months ol age, Nephi who died at birth,
Fanily and Parley Pratt.

In 1860 they had moved to American FFork, Utah Co. for it
was there that the last of lizabeth's children, John Heber was
born. tle was ouly three years old when the mother was also
called home leaving her husband with five children to rear.  He
formd a helper in Mary Ann Johnson, who became his sccond
wifc. This couple had a son, Williamn Benjamin Ralphs. He was
living in Idaho when Joseph Ralphs died according to the
Newspapacr report [rom Ferron.

Joscplr could recall as a sinall boy how the people nearly
starved during the plaguc of the crickets in 1848 and how he and
his sister would go out every morning with a spade to dig Indian
roots for lood.

He marricd Ann Cable who had unsuccesslully tried to live
in polygamy with Stephen L. Bunnel. Two children were born 1o
Joscph and Ann: MARY ANN RALPHS born 18 Sept. 1877 and
John Henry, borit 20 May , 1879, The little son just lived six
months. Nor were the parents happy together. Joscph moved to
[Ferron, tah wlhiere his brothers Parley and John had settled. It
was said that Ann would notl leave hier folks to go to thatl country.
Mary said thcy could not agrec so they were divorced 26 Nov.
1878.

In Ferron Joseph hclped to construct the first irrigation
ditches. There he met and married Mariah Amanda Jensen. In
October 1921 they went to the temple in Manti to be scaled.
They had no children of their own but adopted a boy, Ray and
ater a girl, Nan.

Amanda always kept in close tonch with Mary through
letiers. Mary madc several trips to Ferron, She and her husband
visited there after Ann Cable died in 1910, Again in 1929 shc
took her two danghters, Velia, just returning from a Mission,



and Lacille, having her holidays (rom her training at the 1..1).S.
Hospilal, with her to visil her father in Ferron. The letter which
Amanda wrote to Mary alter the death of Joseph Ralphs 7
February 1931, aged 81 years, is interesting:

Iferron, Utaly
[Feb. 15H, 1931

Dcar Mary and lamily,

Just a few lines this evening. Pleasc excuse peneil writing
for I am too shaky o write with a pen. T want 1o thank yon for
your dcar, kind letter, Mary. It surc touched a tender spot and
made me leel thal you appreciated my efforts in doing my best.
Our Heavenly Father knows T did all that lay in my power and |
am thankhul T did, too. I never trusted any once 1o care for him
onc night until the last one when the folks forced me to take
some rest as | had been sick for over two weceks with Mua. Tle
wotld feel so sorry for mie when T could hardly get up and down
And wonld want me o get someonc to sit up, but 1 just fclt like

they miight negleet him.,

Llc was bedlast three months. The doctor said what caused death
was the puss that didn't drain out as it should after he opencd
the lump. It mixed with the blood and practically caused blood
poison. Then he got this cold or {lu that has been going around.
He conghed almost every breath and had a raging fever {or over a
woek. The doctor thinks he gol cancer from a bruise on his face.
I was juist below the left cye.

Last summer he and I made a [loor to put in the pig pen as
the rains made such wel puddles in it. After we put the floor in
we had a large trough to put up on il. Daddy got the pinch bar to
pull the trongh where we wanted it and I was to nail it in placc.
As he was pulling with all his might he slipped and tell against
the pen. Tle grabbed for his face and seemed in pain with it,
Althongh 1 thonght at the tGme that he huart his breast worst.



Well hie never was [ree from pain in that side of his face
again. The first doctor we got said it was o iy neuralgia, and
cdiddn't take a hold like he cared o do anything so we got another
aller Christinas. This doctor was so nice and kind to Daddy, that
e thonght so much of him. e said Daddy had sinus trouble
and doctored tor thal.

When the lump got so large that he couldn'[t sce over il, and
(hai cye was the only one he had been able to see with for four
years, il broke and we poulticed it night and day to get it down so
he conld see but it didn't get smaller.  The Doctor decided he
would open it and pul in a drain to draw oud the puss laster.

When he lanced it he found a hollow cavity in the cheek,
cverything gone, clean into the nostril on that side, anc that i
WAas Cancer.

We never et him know and he kept worrying becausc the
taap shut off his sight. He wanted the doctor to cult it off.,

There was a large attendance al the funcral. The caskel was
mAade here. Te asked Ray 1o have that done as John's and
Carley’s were made here. We got the best we could for his
clothes. The linen for the robe was beautiful. 1is nephews
carricd the caskel Irom the house over 1o the church and the
small girls ol the [amily carried the flowers in head. The [amily
walked just hehind. Besides the regiilar singing at the scrvice the
music teacher from school sang a beautilul song entitled, The
Iimd ol a Perfect Day.

There were people here from Emery and Orangcville and
Kermulworth. There were some lovely and expensive flowers from
the hot house at Price. Ray got a buquet that cost five dollars.
Aund Edic and her family got one a liftle larger than Ray's. Aunt
Hanner and her family got a lovely big wreath on a wire stand.
The Crawlord family got a large bouquet and the Myers lamily
gave a heantitnl bouquet of while lilics and roscs. My [olks sent



A bhox ol rad carnations and ferns [rom California. T wish yon
could have come but its so far away I was alraid you couldn't.

The tolks have all read your letter and think you are great.
IEveryone was so good 1o us, all during his illness and after. Tena
wantls Nanand I to come to California for awhile but T can't afford
it or onc thing and [ believe it will be best (o stay with my home,
until | get a little used to being here without him. But oh, it's
lonesome and tomorrow Nan must go back to school, and then |
will he lonlier than ever. When the bills are paid we will have
$1300 to live on. It's drawing 8%. That and this home and a cow
and 40 chickens is the extent of our means. But T and daddy
lalkced il over al diflerent times and he thought 1 better try and
scll a part ol the lot, so 1 will try to do so if I gel a chance, bul
there don't scem to be sale lor anything now.

Nan sent a card to Lucille when she sent oul the others. A
wondering il she got it.

Fove to yon dear from all the folks and accept it from Nan
Andd 1o you all. Wriie soon.

Amanda

EARLY CITURCIH RIECORIDS FILIS

SARAL RALPHIS D, 3 1eb. 1821, Ircland; FFather, Joseph
Johmson; Mother, Margaret; Pal. Blessing, 15 Scpt 1845, Nauvoo
1. by Johin Smith Vol 4 p. 393 41 1157.

SARAIT RALPHIS- D. 3 Teb. 1821, Treland; Bapt R. 26 Scept, 1851,
salt Lake City, Utah by David Q. Dennet, Record No. Re. Bapl.
1808 p. 64 Conlirmoed 28 Sept 1851

RALPLHS TIHOMAS- b, 22 Jilly 1819.Worton Shrop. Eng. Pat.
Dlessing, 1D Sept. 1845, Nauvoo, 1. by John Smith. Vol. 9,
p.oO2 BLIRG. Bapt. 12 Ieb, 1851 by C. Thornton (or Charles



Hanthong) Ordained 8 Oct. 1845 by . Herrison Record No. 1C
Sceventics p. 207 (31 quorum) p. 313 (58 quorum)

Ralphs William- b. 6 May 1816 IHodnot Park, shrop. Eng. Parents
Benjamin Ralphs and Mary. Pat. Blessing, 15 Sept. 1845, al
Nauvoo, 1. by Jolin Smith. Vol. 9 p. 392 11 1154 Bapt. 1 Feb.
L8541 by IE.N. Ordaincd April 1852 Record I 1C Seventics P-185
(26 cquorting)



