Misc. Items about Carl :Wilberyg




Jim O. Childs of Price, who served as postman for twenty years during the '30s and'
told one historian of the vicissitudes of his job.'?

"I've delivered everything but babies and I wouldn't be surprised to be
called on to do that some day," he quipped. "Hauled a dead man once," he
continued. "Yes sir, sure he had stamps on him. He'd been cremated and was just
ashes in a little metal box."

He also described how the people along his route asked him to do errands for them in
Price because the haulage charges made store prices pretty steep out in Emery County. One'd
lady asked him to buy a hat for her daughter. “I got the hat all right but took my wife along
pick it out,” Mr. Childs said.

Mr. Childs, one of the many bonded contractors who carried mail to Emery County
received $150 a month for toting from thirty to fifty sacks of mail every day over 130 miles{l
various kinds of roads. Childs delivered mail to nine post offices in Emery County, which's
a total of about 5,000 people.

Other Emery County mail drivers during the '30s and '40s included Parley P. Jo
who delivered mail for twenty-one years, and Mr.and Mrs. Robert Lewis of Emery.

G. Wilberg Resort

During the late 1920s and into the '30s, many parties, birthdays, anniversaries, and|
general revelry took place at Wilberg Resort, which was located four miles north of Castle
Lloyd Wilberg, grandson of Resort owner Carl Wilberg, wrote the following about the resg

During the mid 1920s one of Carl Wilberg’s business ventures was a fo
farm. Here they raised mostly silver fox, but also had the common red fox and .
towards the end of the venture, bred the rare platinum fox. They had several
hundred foxes at any given time. They were kept in large pens about 25' x 25'
made from heavy net-like wire. There was a kennel in each pen about 8' x 10' fo
the animals to escape the elements. These kennels were supported off the grourid!
by four corner posts. The foxes were raised for their pelts.

During the coldest months of the year, generally January and February
pelting process took place. This involved several of the Wilberg family, some
members were "hired" but many gave their time. The foxes had to be skinne
carefully. The vogue at the time was the little, whole fox stole that laid around the
woman’s shoulder, the whole fox from head to tail. One would have to be very.
careful to clean around the eye, nose, mouth, and ear area, so the stole had the

129 Interview took place on Friday, December 8, 1939,
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ppearance of a live, sleeping fox. The pelts that were damaged or imperfect
ould be used for capes and coats.

A part of the pelting process was called "fleshing." The pelts would be
med inside out and placed over a vertical “fleshing board" [like putting a sock
over your hand], then with a dull knife all the fat would be scraped off. When the
pelts were ready they were then trucked to Salt Lake to a furrier who then

__m tributed them around the country to be made into some of women’s finest fur
ifashions.

The size and extent of the fox farm brought many interested onlookers to
e Wilberg ranch. Nor far from the fox pens was a beautiful, ten acre white ash
ove where many of the curious sightseers would often ask if they could use it to
enic under before they left. This, along with the fishing ponds and boating
cilities and an ideal swimming hole, probably planted the "resort" idea into the
inds of family members.

As the family first began to seek financial help to start the resort, the bank
ipredicted failure, but said they would lend the money on account of the good
Wilberg name and other holdings the family had. Many of the leading citizens of
ithe county predicted failure, but after the first months of operation, they
pronounced it a great success. Then after the first four months of business these
{same people said it was the most valuable property in Emery County. Many of the
business men in the county complained and said that all of the young people’s
ispending money went to Wilbergs.

Spring of 1929 found many of the Wilberg family working long and hard
0 get things ready for the grand opening. The family would work at their regular
day jobs and then head out to the ranch to work on the resort, often until two or
three in the morning.

heir efforts paid off. In June, 1929 the Progress reported the following.

Wilberg’s Resort, four miles north of Castle Dale, which was opened for
the season June 16, 1929 is drawing large crowds of picnickers and pleasure
seekers. A number of improvements and additions have been made this season: a
new open air pavilion, now under construction, willl be opened on July 31. This
pavilion, 80 by 120 feet, is the largest and best dance floor in Eastern Utah.

A lake on the grounds furnishes excellent fishing and boats will be

rovided, a splendid bathing pool providing 24 private bath houses is kept busy a
3 greater part of the time by the lovers of this sport.
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Lunch stands and tables are provided for picnickers where lunches may be
served on the lawn beneath a sumptuous shade.

A silver fox farm and zoo, where many wild animals and birds may be
seen free of charge, including a bear, coyote, mink, wild cat, a huge dry land turtle
imported from the desert of Arizona, peacocks, eagles, and others.

No admission is charged to enter the grounds or to view the many
interesting sights to be seen on the place, or for the use of the tables and swings. A
nominal fee only, is charged for bathing [swimming], boating, fishing, dancing, or
for supplies at the lunch stand. A free band concert is given each Sunday
afternoon.

The first dance at the Resort in 1929 was described by Lloyd Wilberg as follows.

[On] the evening of July 3 things were not quite ready, but it had been
advertised, the orchestra had been hired, the people were all geared up about the
dance so they went ahead and "opened." By nine o’clock there were so many cars
that they were unable to park them. By the time the music was ready to start an
enormous crowd had assembled near the bandstand. Just as the dance began there
was a sudden cloudbust that sent everyone running for shelter of any kind. The
storm lasted about thirty minutes and many people were soaked to the skin.

The clouds then cleared away, leaving a beautiful, starlit, summer’s night.
Many of the dancers helped sweep the water from the dance floor. It was
repowdered and the dance began. The largest group of dancers ever assembled in
Emery County enjoyed themselves on the largest dance floor in the state of Utah,
The dancing part of the floor was 80' by 120'". It was located on a hill, near a
beautiful grove overlooking a fifteen acre reservoir. It is no wonder that even now,
50 years later, talking about the resort brings tears to the eyes of some and _
wonderful memories to all that spent magical summer nights dancing under the
stars.

When the opening dance dismissed at 2:30 a.m., there was quite a time
getting the cars straightened out so the dancers could go home. The dance wasa  §
huge success. But while everyone else headed home humming their favorite dance |
tunes, we were picking up, straightening, and rearranging until the sun was !
coming up the morning of the fourth of July.

job was the swimming pool and the foxes. Rufus took care of the cattle and
helped out where he was needed.
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MEMORY OF CARL WILBERG AND
MATILDA MARIAH JOHNSON WILBERG

Carl Wilberg was born Septmeber 22,
1864, in Moss, Smaalenene, Norway, the
fifth child of seven. He died August 8, 1951
in Castle Dale, Emery County, Utah.

He lived the first ten years of his life in
Norway where his father owned a vineyard
and a brickyard. The kilns were in a wild
forested area called a berg which furnished
charcoal for his kilns from which the name
Wilberg originated.

After his father's, Lars Olsen Wilberg,
death in 1874, the family that was left, his
mother, Caroline Smith Winger, two sisters,
and Carl joined the LDS Church and emi-
grated to Utah. They settled in Ephraim,
Sanpete County. Carl attended schoal in
Ephraim. As a teenager he worked in the
timber. He made shingles, logs for building,
anything else that was marketable. He also
contracted the digging of wells.

At the age of nineteen, Carl married
Matilda Mariah Johnson on October 24,
1883. Matilda was born February 6, 1865,
in Ephraim, Sanpete County, third child of
Rasmus and Mette Jensen-Schow John-
son. She died June 16, 1950 in Butlerville,
Salt Lake County. As a child, she showed a
talent for music. A woman of the Presbyte-
rian faith gave her lessons and allowed her
to use the organ of her church for her prac-
tice. As she became older, the realization
came to her that they were trying to wean
her away from her church so she gave up
her lessons.

Carl and Matilda were the parents of
eight children: Eve Matilda, died at age 2;
Mattie Caroline Miller; Carl Evin Wilberg;
Mildred Vereleney Moffitt; Cyrus Oluf Wil-
berg; Rufus Bryan Wilberg; Vida Nathalia
Fowles; Warren Hilary Wilberg.

The year following their marriage Carl
attended the B.Y.U. Academy at Provo. He
prepared himself for the position of school
teacher which was to give him prominence
as the most educated man in the area when
he and Matilda decided to make their home
in Castle Dale. He came to Emery County
as the second teacher in Castle Dale in the
year of 1885.

He served as County Clerk from 1890 to
1895 and County Recorder from 1890 to
1896. During his time in office, he helped
many homesteaders to prove up on their
land. His word was taken by the State Land
Office as final proof. During his time in
office, the three counties, Emery, Carbon,
and San Juan were divided. He made the
original plats for these counties and estab-
lished the county lines.

He built the largest two-story building in
Carbon and Emery Counties at that time for
a general store and pharmacy. The upper
floor was used for dancing and other recre-
ation. This building still stands just east of
the First Security Bank in Castle Dale. He
also served as Deputy Sheriff. It was some-
time during this period that he also owned a
small sawmill.

A secret desire to be a rancher took
over, and the large two-story building was
sold so that Carl could begin his venture.
He began a farm in what was known as the
Brakes. Here he settled and bought some
short horn Durham cattle, along with about
750 head of Angora goats. The year was
about 1896.

As life can do, problems developed and
Carl lost everything, but an admirable man
always picks himself up and emerges
stronger than ever, and so it was with Carl.
In an article in a Utah Farm Magazine, La
Mont Johnson said concerning Carl, “'A
man who now rates as one of the outstand-
ing livestock ranchers of Emery County,
which is one of Utah's leading cattle sec-
tions, was once so broke that he had no
place to lay his head. He had to become a
‘nester’ in another man’s homestead shack
until he could make a new start. There is
always something inspiring about a person
who can come up from the bottom until he
stands on his own two feet again. So, from
that low mark in Carl Wilberg's fortunes,
when he lost virtually everything he owned,
his initiative and energy have raised him
back up to a position as one of the largest
and most successful ranch owners in east-
ern Utah.

**His place between Huntington and Cas-
tle Dale has almost as many diversified
activities as he himself has had during the
last fifty years. Not many people could have
accomplished this or believed he would
have done, it they had seen him at his zero
hour. The region westward from his ranch
home to the Wasatch Mountains is mostly
barren foothill country. It was even more
lonesome on that occasion about 1908
when a rancher rode up to a little home-
stead shack he had built in gaining title to
that range. The rancher found someone liv-
ing in his shack and called, ‘Hey, what are
you doing in my House?' The nester was
Carl Wilberg. ‘I'm not trying to take your
property, but I've just gone broke in town,’
he replied. ‘I had no other place to go. I'l
get out if you say so, but if you don't need
this shack right now I'd like to stay here
until | can find something.” The rancher
readily gave his permission and from that_
time on Wilberg kept plugging away, build-
ing up a cowherd, increasing his land hold-
ings, and improving the layout until he had
a show place where there was once only
barren hills.

Compared with this ‘low’ moment when
he had nothing but a borrowed homestead
shack to sleep in, Wilberg now had 3000
acres of rangeland surrounding his ranch
home, extending to the west by several
miles. He also had 550 acres of fine
meadow range at the head of Joe's Valley,
a permit for 220 head on the Forest there,
and a 250 acre permit outside of the forest.
This provided plenty of good range on
which to raise his excellent Herefords to top
condition. While Hereford breeding was his
principal interest, he developed his crop
lands by a thorough system of rotation and
planting of permanent pasture grasses. He
had an expansion and improvement pro-
gram that was of financial benefit not only
to himself, but to the entire county. He
bought up some abandoned farms adjoin-
ing his home property and planted them to
more permanent pasture grass. That
restored these lands to the county tax rolls,
improved appearance of the region, and
provided more winter forage for his growing
herd of Herefords.

His ranch had a lake lined with trees and
pasture to make it a beautiful rural scene.
Adjoining this was a large grove and resort
facilities which made the Wilberg Ranch
one of the most popular outing places in
the area. He lighted the grounds up and
made all facilities available for many private
and public gatherings and dances. He had
an extensive fox farm, his own feed-grind-
ing mill and machine shop.

He and his wife who helped him acquire
what he had enjoyed their own independ-
ence with the satisfaction of helping others
make their own way.”" (From article by
Lamont Johnson)

Carl Wilberg died August 8, 1951 at his
home after a lingering illness. He was bur-
ied August 11, 1951 alongside his wife and
wonderful companion at Castle Dale, Utah.
He was 86 years of age at the time of his
death. At that time he was survived by his 4
sons and 3 daughters, 33 grandchildren
and 49 great grandchildren,
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